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Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief (Army) General Kyaw Swa Lin
addresses opening ceremony of 9" UN Peacekeeping Course

General Kyaw Swa Lin addresses the opening ceremony of the ™ UN Peacekeeping Course.

Nay Pyi Taw May 11

The inauguration cere-
mony of a UN Peacekeeping
Officer Course, jointly run
by Myanmar Tatmadaw and
Indian Armed Forces, took
place at Parkroyal Hotel in

Nay Pyi Taw this afternoon.
The course is conducted
to disseminate knowledge

of the functions of the UN vices Commander-in-Chief

peacekeeping forces among

Present on the occasion
were Deputy Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Ser-

(Army) General Kyaw Swa

officers and other ranks of Lin, senior military officers

Myanmar Tatmadaw.

from Office of the Com-

mander-in-Chief, the Nay
Pyi Taw Command com-
mander, Indian Ambassador
to Myanmar H.E. Mr. Abhay
Thakur, military attaches,
officer instructors from the
Indian Armed Forces, of-

ficer trainees from Myanmar
Tatmadaw and officials.

General Kyaw Swa Lin
and party were conduct-
ed round the documenta-
ries on the performance of
duty in UN peacekeeping,
and joint drills between
the two Armed Forces
in connection with UN
peacekeeping.

General Kyaw Swa Lin
and the Indian ambassador
gave opening speeches.

The General and attend-
ees watched a video clip on
the Indian Army Contribu-
tion to the United Nation
Peacekeeping Operations.
Later, the leading instructor
from Center for United Na-
tions Peacekeeping (CUN-
PK) of India explained the
objectives of the course and
training in connection with
UN peacekeeping.

The General, the ambas-
sador and leading instructor
exchanged commemora-
tive gifts. They posed for
documentary photos togeth-
er with attendees, officer
instructors and trainees.

It is the ninth UN peace-
keeping course and 30 of-
ficers from the Tatmadaw
(Army, Navy and Air) will
attend it. The course will
distribute practical and theo-
retical lessons on the his-
tory of UN peacekeeping,
its structure, rules, ongoing
activities, codes of conduct
for UN peacekeeping forces,
protection of civilians, child
protection, civil-military
cooperation, patrolling, con-
voy safety, establishment of
a company base, blue helmet
training. The course contin-
ues till 22 May.
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72 individuals—30 men and 42 women—firom DPLA,
TNLA, and PDF groups, who understand and trust the state
and military’s peace processes, further return to legal fold

The Commander presents supplies for those returning to the legal fold.

Nay Pyi Taw May 11

The state government
has been inviting those who
remain in organizations that
oppose the government under
various names, including the
PDF, to return to the legal
framework, and has been
providing necessary assis-
tance to those who do so. Ac-
cordingly, a further 72 peo-
ple—16 men and 40 women
from the DPLA, 3 men from
the TNLA, and 11 men and 2
women from groups claiming
to be the PDF—have entered
the legal framework, as they

have come to understand the
state and military’s peace
processes.

This morning, a ceremo-
ny to welcome and hand over
these returnees to their par-
ents and guardians was held
at the Kyat Thayay Saung
Hall in Kyaukme, northern
Shan State. Among those
handed over were 17 men and
37 women from Nawnghkio
town, 6 men and 2 women
from Kyaukme town, and 7
men and 3 women from Hsi-
paw town. The event was at-
tended by Major General Aye

Min Oo, Commander of the
Northeast Command, along
with responsible officials,
departmental personnel, the
returnees, and their parents/
guardians.

First, the Commander

gave an opening speech, fol-
lowed by the State Deputy
Police Chief clarifying legal
matters. Then, the Com-
mander and officials provided
supplies to the returnees,
had them sign acknowledg-
ment and pledge forms, and
transferred them to their
parents/guardians. A rep-
resentative of the returnees
then expressed gratitude.
Afterwards, the Commander
and officials warmly greeted
the attendees.

The state is continuing to
welcome returnees, provid-
ing necessary support and
systematically handing them
over to their families. It is re-
ported that more individuals
still wish to return to the legal
framework. Those wishing

A man who has entered the legal fold gives an

interview.

to do so are encouraged to
quickly contact nearby mili-
tary or police stations, where
they will be welcomed and
provided with necessary as-
sistance, along with rewards
for turning over weapons and
ammunition.

The following are the
voices of those who have re-
turned to the legal framework.

1. I was unlawfully re-
cruited into this organiza-
tion in March 2025 and sent
to a training camp. At the
camp, we had to undergo
three months of training. We
faced so many difficulties
and ethnic discrimination
in the camp that we became
resentful. Also, after hearing
news that the government
warmly welcomes defec-

tors, we quickly came within
the legal framework. In the
training camp, we faced ra-
cial discrimination, and the
food was such that we only
got to eat meat about once a
week after staying for about
a week. After training, we
were sent as soldiers to the
Hsenwi area. Once there,
we had to stand guard, chop
wood, and endured bullying
among junior soldiers. Fed
up with all this, we decided
to enter the legal framework.
From here, I urge my friends
still in the jungle to quickly
realize the truth and defect.
2.l arrived at the terrorist
group in September 2025. At
first, things were fine. But
later, whenever we went for
training, See Page 13

A woman who has entered the legal fold gives an

interview.



12-5-2026

WP

Page 13

31 male members of AA and PDF groups accepting
peace process of the State and the Tatmadaw return to
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Nay Pyi Taw May 11
The State Government

has been inviting those who

are involved in armed groups
under various names oppos-
ing the government, includ-
ing PDF, to return to the
legal fold. As the government
provides necessary assistance
and support to those who

choose to return, a total of 31

male members from the AA

group and PDF group, who
have understood the peace
processes of the State and the

Tatmadaw, have once again

returned to the legal fold

together with their arms and
ammunition.

They were seven AA
group members — three male
members from Thandwe
Township, one from MraukU
Township, one from Moun-
taw Township and one from
Rathedaung Township of
Rakhine State, and one from
Pyapon Township of Ay-
eyawady Region, and 24 PDF
members— two male mem-
bers from Pathein Township,
two from Ngayokkaung of
Ngaputaw Township, one
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from Kyangin Township, 12
from Laymyethna Township,
three from Ingapu Township,
two from Yekyi Township,
one from Mawlamyinegyun
Township of Ayeyawady
Region and one from Amara-
pura Township of Mandalay
Region. Officials welcomed
and accepted them. A cer-
emony to transfer those who
returned to the legal fold
to parents and guardians
took place at Ayeyawady
Hall of the South-West
Command Headquarters
this morning. Ayeyawady
Region Chief Minister U
Aye Kyaw, Region Hlut-
taw Speaker U Thein Tun,
Commander Brig-Gen Aung
Kyaw Khaing, officials, de-
partmental officials, the re-
turnees, their parents and
guardians.

The Chief Minister de-

livered a speech while the
Commander explained the
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Commander.

The Region Chief Min-
ister and the Command-
er presented K25 million
for five automatic rifles,
K300,000 for one grenade
and K9.3 million for the re-
turnees, totalling K34.6 mil-
lion to the returnees. Then,
those returnees signed the
pladge and were transferred
to the parents and guard-
ians. Afterwards, a guardian
of returnees spoke words
of thanks.

Members of ethnic armed
organizations and PDF group
who have returned to the le-
gal fold are reported to have
done so for several reasons.
These include being forcibly

violent acts carried out for the
benefit of terrorist groups—
such as threats, arrests, and
killings of innocent civilians
and public service personnel,
and the planting and detonat-
ing of landmines to destroy
non-military infrastructure
such as roads and bridges.
Moreover, there have been
ethnic discrimination, hierar-
chical abuse, torture, killings,
and other forms of coercion
among members within these
groups, along with harsh liv-
ing conditions, poverty, and
hardship. In addition, they
have become demoralized
due to their inability to with-
stand military offensives by
the Tatmadaw. Furthermore,
they have trusted and ac-
cepted the peace processes of
the State and the Tatmadaw,
and wish to live peacefully
within the legal framework
while contributing positively
to the country and the public,
who have suffered losses due
to their actions. For these rea-
sons, they have abandoned
the armed struggle line and
returned to the legal fold.
Those who return to the
legal fold are welcomed and
accepted with necessary as-
sistance and handed over to
parents and guardians sys-
tematically. It was reported
that more armed group mem-
bers wish to return to the le-

legal affairs. The returnees SEEE

handed over three MA-1s,

two M-22s, one grenade, :

338 rounds of ammunition
and six magazines to the

gal framework. So, they need
to contact nearby military
camps and police stationsas
quickly as possible. If so,
they will be welcomed and
accepted there with neces-
sary aids. And, cash awards
will be given for arms and
ammunition.

The voices of those who
have returned to the legal fold
are as follows: -

1. In the persuation pro-
cess, they told me that I
would be provided with rice,
cooking oil, salt, chilli, and
onions, and that I would not
have to go to fighting. Be-
cause of that, I was deceived
by their lies and followed
them. Seeing death and in-
juries every day, I began to
think about and miss my
family back home. I also
realized that the path I had
taken was wrong. When 1
learned that the Tatmadaw
warmly welcomed those
who returned in time to cor-
rect their path, I decided to
come back to the legal fold.
I am very happy and deeply
relieved now. My family is
also just as happy as I am.
I want other families to be
happy as well, so I would like
to invite my fellow brothers
who are still following this
path to come back the right
way from here. Everything
is well provided, and I would

the legal fold bringing along with arms and ammunition

like to sincerely thank all the
Tatmadaw members who
take care of us in every way,
treating us like family mem-
bers, without letting us lack
anything. At a time when I
meet my mother and my wife
again, [ will probably cry. But
I want to repeatedly promise
my mother that I will never
make such a mistake again
in the future.

2. They said that military
service had to be carried out
and that one person from
each household could not be
exempt, so they organized
and recruited us. Five of
my friends and I were taken
along. Since we joined un-
willingly, we faced only diffi-
culties and suffered a lot. We
were helpless and eventually
tried to find an escape, so we
fled. We made that decision
on our own and came back
in this way. The Tatmadaw
organized a ceremony for
our return to the legal fold,
gave us rewards, and later
sent us back to our parents’
hometowns. I am happy and
satisfied. I feel relieved and
also very glad. We are being
well fed and properly cared
for. For my friends who are
still in the jungle, [ want them
to realize the truth like I did. I
also want to persuade them to
come back and join us.
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From Page 12

I faced difficulties. I couldn't
even train properly and was
constantly beaten. From the
very beginning, I felt dis-
tressed and regretful. I abso-

lutely did not want to stay. As
soon as the training started, |
kept thinking about leaving.
Now that I have returned to
my parents' home, [ am very
happy. After training, we had

to guard checkpoints. While
guarding, if I arrived even
slightly late, I was constantly
harassed and couldn't live in
peace. We suffered from lack
of food and harsh living con-

ditions. We had to run all the
time. Atnight, I couldn't sleep
well. Every single day, [ was
verbally abused and tortured.
The first time I tried to escape
and defect here, they caught

me. They kept me in a pit for
about 20 days. At first, they
were going to kill me. I am
deeply grateful to the govern-
ment. We also understand the
goodwill and compassion of

the national leaders. I have
decided to live a good and
proper life. I earnestly plead
with my friends still remain-
ing in the jungle to defect as
soon as possible. 100

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-
bers of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect the lives
and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.
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