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Grand ceremony to mark the successful offering of
sacred cleansing materials to the Maravijaya

Nay Pyi Taw July 24

A grand ceremony to
offer golden lotus robes
to the Maravijaya Buddha
Image marking the second
successful offering of sacred
cleansing materials and the
third-anniversary consecra-
tion of the Image was held
this morning, attended by
President of the Republic
of Union of Myanmar U
Min Aung Hlaing and his
spouse Daw Kyu Kyu Hla,
who paid homage to the
Buddha Image.

Also present at the cer-
emony together with the
President and his spouse
were Vice President U Nyo
Saw and wife, Speaker of
Pyithu Hluttaw U Khin
Yi and wife, Speaker of
Amyotha Hluttaw U Aung
Lin Dwe and wife, Com-

> >

President U Min Aung Hlaing and wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla pay homage to the Maravijaya Buddha Image.

mander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services General Ye
Win Oo and wife, Deputy
Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services General
Kyaw Swa Lin and wife,
union ministers and wives,
the Nay Pyi Taw Council
Chairman, senior mili-
tary officers from Office
of Commander-in-Chief
and wives, deputy minis-
ters, officials and religious
associations.

The President and
spouse paid homage and
offered a meal in an em-
erald bowl, fruits, flowers,
water and oil lamps and the
golden lotus robes to Mara-
vijaya Buddha Image. The
ceremony was opened with
a three-time recitation of
Namotassa and the master
of ceremonies read out the

Devani mantana and invited

the celestial beings.
Devotees conveyed the

golden lotus robe onto the

scaffold of the Buddha Im-

age. The congregation recit-
ed the Three Sanagon in Pali
and shared metta bavana.

A devotee invited and
welcomed the President
and party onto the scaffold.
The President offered the
golden lotus robe to the
Maravijaya Buddha Im-
age in person and with his
own hands and sprinkled
scented water.

The President and
spouse and congregation
shared merits with celestial
beings and the beings of the
31 realms of existence. The
ceremony then came to a
close after a three-time reci-
tation of Buddha Sasanam

Buddha Image and to offer golden lotus robes held

President U Min Aung Hlaing sprinkles scented water on the golden lotus robes
offered to the Maravijaya Buddha Image.

Ciram Tittatu.

The President and spouse on the pagoda platform three gained.

rang the Saddhadhipati Bell

times and shared the merits
MNA

Israeli military says preparing
"extensive' operation in West
Bank after deadly attack

Jerusalem July 24

The Israel Defense Forc-
es (IDF) said Friday it was
preparing an "extensive"
operation in the West Bank
following a deadly incident
near the Palestinian village
of Tell.

The IDF said in a state-
ment its troops were prepar-
ing for an "extensive coun-
terterrorism operational
activity" in the area, adding
that soldiers' weekend leave
had been suspended and
additional forces deployed

across the sector.

Earlier in the day, the
IDF said Palestinians at-
tacked a group of Israeli
hikers near Tell. The at-
tackers seized the weapon
of a member of the secu-
rity forces at the scene and
opened fire, according to
the military. One Israeli was
killed in the incident.

Meanwhile, Palestin-
ian official news agency
WAFA reported that four
Palestinians were killed by
Israeli forces during an at-

tack by Israeli settlers on the
village.

The IDF said it was
reinforcing security ahead
of the funeral of the Israeli
victim to prevent confronta-
tions between Israelis and
Palestinians.

According to Palestinian
media reports, at least two
incidents involving Israeli
settlers entering Palestinian
towns were reported after
the clash, leaving at least
two Palestinians injured.

Xinhua

US-Saudi nuke deal depends on
recognizing Israel —
White House

Washington July 24

A landmark US-Saudi
nuclear agreement will only
proceed if Riyadh joins
the Abraham Accords and
establishes diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel, the White
House said on Thursday.
The deal would use Ameri-
can technology and exper-
tise to help the Kingdom
develop a civilian nuclear
energy program.

The clarification marked
a significant shift from

Wednesday’s announce-

ment, which made no pub-
lic mention of linking the
agreement to the normaliza-
tion of Saudi-Israeli rela-
tions. Riyadh has repeatedly
insisted it will not recognize
Israel without progress to-
ward the creation of a Pal-
estinian state.

“This deal is contingent
on this condition as far as
the president is concerned,
so we’ll continue to talk
with our Saudi counterparts
to get the deal finalized and
hopefully see them joining

the Abraham Accords very
soon,” White House Press
Secretary Karoline Leavitt
told reporters.

The Abraham Accords
are a series of US-brokered
agreements launched during
President Donald Trump’s
first term that established
diplomatic relations be-
tween Israel and primarily
Arab states. Current sig-
natories include Israel, the
United Arab Emirates, Bah-
rain, Morocco, and Sudan.

RT
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Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
holds gala ceremony to donate Waso robes for 2026

President U Mi

n Aung Hlaing and wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla offer Waso robes and

alms to the SSMINC Chairman Sayadaw.

Nay Pyi Taw July 24

The grand auspicious cer-
emony of the 2026 Waso
Robe-Offering Ceremony of
the Government of the Repub-
lic of the Union of Myanmar
was held at the Agga Dhipati
Sasana Beikman Hall in the
precinct of the Maravijaya
Buddha Park in Dekkhinathiri
Township, Nay Pyi Taw Un-
ion Territory, this morning,
attended by President U Min
Aung Hlaing and his wife
Daw Kyu Kyu Hla.

Also present at the cer-
emony were Chairman of the
State Sangha Maha Nayaka

Committee Presiding Patron
of Thanlyin’s Minkyaung
Pahtamabyan Buddhism
Learning Centre Abhidhaja
Maha Rattha Guru Aggamaha
Pandita Aggamaha Saddham-
majotikadhaja Dr Bhaddanta
Candimabhivamsa, Secre-
tary Mandalay’s Masoeyein
Taikthiat Presiding Patron
Dhamma Thameikdi Mon-
astery Sayadaw Aggahama
Pandita Aggamaha Saddham-
majotikadhaja Maha Dham-
makathika Bahujanahitadhara
Bhaddanta Vasetthabhivamsa
who led the Ovacariya Sayad-
aws of Uppatasanti Pagoda,

totalling 27 members of the
Sangha. The President and
his wife were accompanied
by Vice-President U Nyo Saw
and his wife, Pyithu Hlut-
taw Speaker U Khin Yi and
his wife, Amyotha Hluttaw
Speaker U Aung Lin Dwe
and his wife, Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
General Ye Win Oo and his
wife, Union-level dignitar-
ies, Union ministers and their
wives, senior military offic-
ers from the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief and
their wives, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council Chairman, the com-

Of f
S e

]

President U Min Aung Hlaing and wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla offer meals to

Sayadaws.

mander of Nay Pyi Taw Com-
mand, and officials.

The President paid
homage to the Maravijaya
Naungdawgyi Buddha Im-
age in the Sasana Beikman
Hall and offered meals in the
alms-bowl, fruits, flowers,
water and oil light.

The ceremony was opened
with three-time recitation of
Namo Tassa. The President,
his wife and congregation
took the Nine Precepts from
the SSMNC Chair Thanlyin
Minkyaung Sayadaw. Mem-
bers of the Sangha recited
Parittas.

The President and his wife
donated Waso robes and alms
to the Chairman Sayadaw.

The Vice-President and
his wife offered Waso robes
and offertories to the Secre-
tary Sayadaw.

The Pyithu and Amyotha
Hluttaw Speakers and their
wives, the Commander-in-
Chief of Defence and his
wife, the Chairman of the
Constitutional Tribunal of
the Union, the Union Elec-
tion Commission Chairman,
the Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
and Commander-in-Chief

(Army), the Pyithu Hluttaw
Deputy Speaker and Union
ministers donated Waso robes
and offerings to members of
the Sangha.

The Secretary Sayadaw
delivered a sermon while the
congregation shared merits
gained for all donations. The
ceremony ended with the
three-time recitation of Bud-
dha Sasanam Ciram Titthatu.

After th ceremony, the
President and his wife to-
gether with the congregation
offered day meals to members
of the Sangha.

MNA

Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye inspects
universities in Yangon Region

Yangon July 24

Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye visits a university in Yangon Region.

of West Yangon in Yangon
Region on July 24.

At Yangon University
of Economics in Dagon
Myothit (South) Township,
officials briefed the Vice
President on the construc-
tion of a Recreation Cen-
tre for students' physical
fitness and recreational
activities, as well as the

" land designated for the

construction of a univer-
sity ring road. During the
inspection, she instruct-
ed officials to complete
the Recreation Centre on
schedule and in accordance
with the prescribed quality
standards. She stressed that
the facility should support

by Yangon Region Chief inspected Yangon Univer- not only academic activi-
Vice President Daw Nan Minister U Aung Naing sity of Economics, Dagon ties but also the physical
Ni Ni Aye, accompanied Thu and regional ministers, University and University and mental well-being of

students. She also directed
officials to systematically
install sports and recrea-
tional facilities and equip-
ment based on actual needs
before touring the campus.

The delegation then
visited Dagon University
in Dagon Myothit (East)
Township, where officials
reported on the renova-
tion of the Ruby Circle
and the football field, as
well as drainage improve-
ment works being carried
out with machinery. The
Vice President instructed
officials to maintain the
campus environment in
line with the university's
character, ensure the foot-
ball field is constructed to
the required standards, and
systematically maintain

sports facilities so that stu-
dents can actively partici-
pate in sporting activities
and improve their health
and physical fitness. She
later toured the campus.
The Vice President and
her delegation later pro-
ceeded to University of
West Yangon in Htantabin
Township, where officials
briefed them on campus
cleanliness and landscaping
efforts, as well as the site
designated for the construc-
tion of a convocation hall.
She instructed officials
to expand the university's
ring road and construct a
perimeter fence, while co-
ordinating with the relevant
authorities to facilitate
the implementation of the

projects. MNA
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22 male and 1 female PDF members enter

the legal fold with
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Officials inspect arms and ammunition surrendered by PDF members who have
returned to the legal fold.

Nay Pyi Taw July 24

The government has
been inviting individuals
within various armed op-
position groups, including
the PDF, to return to the
legal fold, and those who
have come back are being
provided with necessary
support. In the latest de-
velopment, a total of 23
individuals—22 men and 1
woman who are members of
the so-called PDF and have
come to understand and
appreciate the peace pro-
cesses of the State and the
Tatmadaw—have further
entered the legal fold, bring-
ing with them weapons and
ammunition. A ceremony
to welcome them and hand
them over to their parents
and guardians was held this
evening at the Taing Yan
Aung Hall at the Coastal
Regional Command. The
event was attended by Tan-
inthayi Region Chief Min-
ister U Zaw Naing Oo,
Commander Maj-Gen Kyaw
Kyaw Han, officials, the re-
turning PDF members, and
their families.

The Chief Minister and
the Commander delivered
speeches on regional stabil-
ity and the rule of law. Fol-
lowing this, the returnees
handed over their weapons
and ammunition, which
included two M-16 rifles,
six homemade smooth-
bore nine-millimeter guns,
two MG-1 hand grenades,
one walkie-talkie, three

magazines, and 196 rounds
of various ammunition.
The Chief Minister and the
Commander accepted the
surrendered items. Subse-
quently, the returnees were
presented with cash rewards
totaling K36.8 million, bro-
ken down as 10 million ky-
ats for the two M-16 rifles,
3 million kyats for the six
homemade guns, 0.6 mil-
lion kyats for the two hand
grenades, 200,000 kyats for
the walkie-talkie, and 23
million kyats for the 23 in-
dividuals who surrendered
at a rate of 1 million kyats
each. The returnees signed
commitment pledges and
were handed over to their
parents and guardians, and
one of the surrenderees ex-
pressed gratitude on behalf
of the group.

The 23 individuals origi-
nated from Myeik, with
eight men; Dawei, with
seven men and one woman;
Taninthayi Town, with four
men; Pulaw, with one man;
Palauk, with one man; and
Lashio in Northern Shan
State, with one man.

The returnees stated that
they decided to abandon
the armed path and return
to the legal fold due to
several factors: being co-
erced into joining by family
members, unwillingness to
continue violent acts such
as threatening, abducting,
and killing civilians and
civil servants, destroying
non-military infrastruc-

ture like roads and bridges
with landmines, suffering
internal oppression and
abuse within the groups,
facing harsh living condi-
tions, demoralization due
to military offensives, and
a genuine desire to make
amends for the harm caused
to the state and the public.
They also expressed belief
in the state and military's
peace processes.

Authorities are continu-
ing to welcome and support
those returning to the legal
framework. It is under-
stood that more individuals
remain interested in sur-
rendering. Those wishing
to return are urged to con-
tact their nearest district
or township administrative
bodies, military camps, or
police stations for assis-
tance and to receive rewards
for surrendered weapons.

The voices of those who
have thus returned to the
legal fold are also heard as
follows:
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eapons and ammunition
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A PDF member returning to the legal fold accepts a cash reward.

1. On April 1, 2024, 1
arrived there after being
invited by a friend. At the
camp, I had to perform
grueling manual labor every
day, including cutting down
trees, harvesting bamboo,
and digging trenches. The
senior leaders at the camp
bullied and oppressed low-
er-ranking individuals. Re-
garding food, they ate well
themselves while feeding
us only pea soup and dried
fish. Whenever there was a
high-risk task, we were the
ones forced to do it. They
set up checkpoints along the
roads to collect money and
extorted monthly protection
fees from the villages. Out
of the approximately 200
million kyats collected,
they only reported about 30
million kyats on the official
ledger, using the remaining
funds to purchase houses,
land, and cars in Thailand to
live in luxury. Meanwhile,
those of us who remained
at the camp were left to
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A PDF member returning to the legal fold gives an

interview.

starve. Although we joined
to serve the revolution, the
reality was entirely different
from what we had expected.
When we pointed out that
they were causing suffering
to the public, they scolded,
shouted at, and detained
us. However, when I sur-
rendered to the Tatmadaw,
the responsible officials
welcomed us warmly and
arranged for proper living
accommodations and meals.
We are now living peace-
fully and freely. I would like
to urge all the brothers and
sisters remaining in the jun-
gle to realize their mistakes,
correct their course, and
surrender to the Tatmadaw
as quickly as possible.

2. 1 joined on February
14, 2024, and had to attend
a one-month medical train-
ing course. At the camp, I
had to do chores like cook-
ing, chopping firewood,
and carrying water eve-
ry day. Living conditions
were harsh, and we were

[=]

B R cops=-

never given proper meals.
Even when doing nothing
wrong, | was constantly
subjected to scolding and
verbal abuse. We were not
allowed to leave the camp
premises, and our freedom
of movement was severely
restricted. Whenever mili-
tary columns approached,
we had to flee repeatedly.
Bullying and harassment
were routine. Desperate to
leave, I attempted to escape
four times but failed every
time until now. After real-
izing their unjust actions,
bullying, and oppression
of subordinates, I decided
to return to the legal fold
with the Tatmadaw. Upon
my surrender, the responsi-
ble officials welcomed me
warmly and ensured proper
arrangements for my ac-
commodation and meals. |
would like to urge all broth-
ers and Sis remaining in the
jungle to surrender to the
Tatmadaw as well.
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A PDF member returning to the legal fold gives an

interview.
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55 individuals involved in online gambling/scams in

—

17 Chinese natlonals (male), 12 Myanmar nationals (male), and 15 Myanmar nationals (female) were arrested along w1th busmess equlpment for operatmg onlme fraud
and gambling in Swamsaw Ward, Muse.

o —

s

Muse in Shan State (North) detained with paraphernalia

A view of the house and workplace where 11 Myanmar nationals (male) were
operating online fraud and gambling in Swamsaw Ward, Muse.

Nay Pyi Taw July 24

The government has been
placing emphasis on crack-
down on online scams and
gambling, which pose total
danger to socioeconomic
life of humanity and public
interests across the world,
as a national responsibility
and effectively eradicating
and preventing them from

resettling by cooperating and
coordinating with domestic
forces as well as neighbour-
ing governments.

With joint security teams
launching investigations to
prevent online scam/gam-
bling operators from set-
tling and carrying out on-
line scams/gambling in their
respective areas, a total of

44 individuals including
17 male Chinese citizens,
12 male Myanmar citizens
and 15 female Myanmar
citizens together with 33 as-
sorted phones, 38 all-in-one
coumputers, one laptop, one
Starlink device and eight
motorcycles in a house on
Swamsaw-2 street, Swamsaw
ward, Muse in Shan State

11 Myanmar nationals (male) were arrested along w1th busmess equlpment for
operating online fraud and gambling in Swamsaw Ward, Muse.

(North) at about 10.40 am
this morning.

The joint security teams
continued investigations in
the ward and detained 11
male Myanmar citizens, who
committed online scams/
gambling together with 33
all-in-one computers, three
CPUs and five UPSs in a
house on the same street at

about 11.10 am.

Effective action will be
taken against the detainees,
who were involved in on-
line scams/gambling after
conducting necessary inter-
rogation in accordance with
the existing law and contin-
ued measures will be taken
against seized paraphernalia
in accordance with rules and

regulations.

The government has
been actively cooperating in
crackdown on online scams/
gambling with neighbouring
countries, regional countries
and international organiza-
tions to eradicate and prevent
online scams/gambling from
settling in Myanmar.

100

More than 24 U.S. states sue Trump administration
over conditions on disaster funds

Los Angeles July 24

Twenty-four U.S. state
attorneys general and two
governors filed a lawsuit
Thursday challenging condi-
tions tied to federal election,
immigration and grant-ter-
mination policies for dis-

aster and counterterrorism
funding.

The complaint, filed in
the U.S. District Court for
the District of Rhode Island,
alleges that the conditions ex-
ceed the authority of the U.S.
Department of Homeland

Security (DHS) and the U.S.
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA)
and violate the Administra-
tive Procedure Act and the
U.S. Constitution's Spending
Clause.

The attorneys general

of California, Illinois, New
Jersey and Rhode Island are
co-leading the case, accord-
ing to California Attorney
General Rob Bonta's office.
The coalition represents 25
states and the District of
Columbia.

One set of conditions re-
quires states to take election-
related measures to receive
full funding under the Home-
land Security Grant Program
(HSGP). These measures
include verifying voter citi-
zenship through a federal

database, submitting plans
to replace some bar-code
or QR-code voting systems
with equipment accepting
hand-marked paper ballots
and conducting post-election
audits, among other steps.
Xinhua

people.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers,
and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect
the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent
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