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Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye delivers
address at the opening ceremony of the Tastes
of the Golden Land-2026

Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye presents award to a competition winner.

Nay Pyi Taw July 25

The opening ceremony
of the Tastes of the Golden
Land-2026, jointly organ-
ized by Myanmar Restaurant
Association (MRA) under
the supervision of Minis-
try of Hotels, Tourism and
Culture took place at the
Yangon Convention Center
in Yangon this morning,
addressed by Vice President
of the Republic of Union
of Myanmar Daw Nan Ni
Ni Aye.

Also present were union
ministers, U Khin Maung
Soe, U Tun Ohn, and U
Maung Myint, Yangon Re-
gion Chief Minister U Aung
Naing Thu, Deputy Minister
U Phyo Zaw Soe, the Region
Hluttaw speaker, regional
ministers, the Region Advo-
cate-General, departmental
heads, officials, ambassadors
and diplomats of foreign

missions to Myanmar, the

Myanmar Tourism Federa-
tion (MTF) chairman and
officials of the associates,
the Myanmar Restaurant
Association (MRA) chair-
man and officials, judges,
contestant chefs, and guests.

Artistes of the Fine
Arts Department under
the MoHTC staged a song
“Culinary Diversity Across
the Land.”

In her speech, Vice Presi-
dent Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye
said the Tastes of the Golden
Land-2026 is a meaningful
contest and exhibition, and
it was held with the aim to
present Myanmar traditional
food, a part of Myanmar
culture, at an international
standard, to make Myanmar
traditional cuisine more
popular on the international
stage, and to promote and
attract more international
tourists based on Myanmar
traditional cuisine.

When countries around
the world showcase their
cultural traditions, customs,
national identity, and his-
torical heritage, food culture
also plays a pivotal role
apart from other tangible
and intangible cultural her-
itage -- art, literature and
costumes. Myanmar is a
Union, which is a collective
home to various ethnic races
including Kachin, Kayah,
Chin, Bamar, Mon, Rakh-
ine and Shan. It is common
knowledge that the country
has a large cultural diversity,
based on regions and eth-
nic groups, and the unique
and delicious dishes. By
promoting and showcasing
these unique and attractive
traditional Myanmar foods,
not only domestically but
also globally, the country
will be able to further boost
its tourism industry.

Local traditional foods

have become an important
part of tourists’ choice of
destination. Food based tour-
ism or Gastronomy Tourism
is now developing at a high
pace. As culinary tourism
grows rapidly, countries
around the world are ef-
fectively promoting their
traditional foods to boost
their national image and de-
velop their tourism industry.
Therefore, Myanmar also
needs to identify and pro-
mote signature dishes that
can be identity-linked with
the country.

As she stated, our coun-
try is actively striving to
gain global recognition and
UNESCO Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage status for our
renowned traditional foods,
such as Burmese tea leaf
salad and Htamane. The
development of gastronomy
tourism not only helps pre-
serve and promote our local
culinary traditions, but also
directly benefits hotels and
restaurant businesses, as
well as agricultural produc-
ers, livestock farmers, and
micro, small, and medium-
sized enterprises (MSMESs).
In other words, it directly
elevates the socioeconomic
lives of working-class citi-
zens. Therefore, to systemat-
ically promote and advance
gastronomy tourism in My-
anmar, events such as this
Myanmar Traditional Food
Competition and Exhibition
have been organized.

She stated that through
Myanmar traditional food
competitions and exhibi-

tions, it would be possible

to showcase and enhance the
presentation standards and
culinary creativity of chefs,
enabling them to prepare
traditional Myanmar dishes
with international quality,
cleanliness, and elegance.
She expressed her belief that
these intriguing tradition-
al Myanmar dishes would
serve as a key attraction,
helping to raise international
awareness of Myanmar and
draw more tourists to the
country. She also noted that
this competition and exhibi-
tion would be held over two
days in Yangon, the commer-
cial capital of Myanmar. She
also stated that in addition
to organizing competitions
aimed at preparing and serv-
ing traditional Myanmar
food at international stand-
ards, the event features a
one-stop arrangement where
regional specialties, cof-
fee, tea, and local products
from various regions and
states can be purchased and
enjoyed in a single location.
She expressed hope that this
would serve as an excellent
opportunity for attendees to
experience and appreciate
the unique flavors, rich his-
tory, and cultural value of
traditional Myanmar cuisine.
She concluded by urging
all stakeholders to continue
their efforts to further devel-
op Myanmar’s tourism sec-
tor, thereby providing valu-
able support to the national
economy.

Subsequently, Union
Minister for Hotels, Tour-
ism, and Culture U Maung

Myint provided an explana-

tion regarding the organiza-
tion of the Myanmar Tradi-
tional Food Competition and
Exhibition 2026.

Afterward, Vice Presi-
dent Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye
presented certificates of
honor to the entrepreneurs
who contributed as Main,
Gold, and Silver Sponsors
for the event, while Union
Ministers and Region Chief
Minister presented certifi-
cates to those who supported
as Supporting Partners.

Then, the Vice President,
together with the attendees,
watched the video broadcast
of the competition, took a
commemorative group pho-
to, and toured the exhibition
booths as well as the contest-
ants actively participating in
the competition.

Following that, the Vice
President awarded prizes
to the competition winners,
while Union Minister U
Maung Myint presented
certificates of honor to the
panel of judges, after which
the opening ceremony was
concluded.

It is reported that this
event, held for the first time
in Myanmar, allowed visi-
tors to observe, experience,
and purchase regional dishes
at a single location, featur-
ing traditional Myanmar
cuisine presented through
international-standard Fine
Dining competitions, exhi-
bitions, sales, and knowl-
edge exchanges. Seven con-
testant teams participated
in the competition, with
120 booths displaying and

selling items. MNA

people.

the lives and property of the general public.

and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers,

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent
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Electricity supply restored in the region as damaged
power infrastructure is being rebuilt following destruction
caused by acts of sabotage by terrorlst groups

Photo record of electrical staff repairing the damaged 400V power lines.

Nay Pyi Taw July 25

The electricity sector is a
vital and indispensable life-
line for a country, bringing
numerous benefits by con-
tributing to socioeconomic
development, improving the
living standards of the peo-
ple, and ensuring secure and
sustainable socioeconomic
progress. The government
and the Ministry of Electric-
ity and Energy are making
utmost efforts to increase
and expand electricity supply
as a priority area in order to
improve the daily social and
economic lives of the people
across the country.

However, in some areas,
combined groups of PDF
terrorists have been deliber-
ately and brutally destroying
electricity infrastructure that
supplies power, which is
essential to the daily lives
of the people, through vari-
ous means, including plant-
ing mines and carrying out
bomb attacks, with the aim
of hindering the country’s de-
velopment. Due to such acts,
electricity staff, local security
forces and departmental of-
ficials are making concerted
efforts to urgently repair and
restore the damaged electric-
ity infrastructure and power
transmission lines in order
to resume the supply and

transmission of electricity as
soon as possible.

The attacks by terrorist
groups on Lashio, Nawng-
hkio, Kyaukme and Hsi-
paw townships in Shan
State (North) in 2024 caused
damage to nine substations,
86 transformers and power
transmission lines, resulting
in power outages.

After Lashio and Nawng-
hkio were retaken under the
control of the Tatmadaw, the
Ministry promptly repaired
the damaged substations,
power transmission lines
and transformers. Electricity
is now being redistributed to
Nawnghkio Township and
Lashio through the national
power grid system.

As the repair works for
the damaged substations,
power transmission lines
and transformers in Hsipaw
Township and Kyaukme have
been completed, electricity
can be redistributed to Hsi-
paw and Kyaukme through
the national grid system once
the clearance of landmines
and inspection of the 66
kV Mansang-Hsipaw power
transmission line between
tower numbers 210 and 219
have been completed. At
present, electricity is being
supplied to Hsipaw for six
hours per day using two

diesel power generators. In
Kyaukme, electricity is being
distributed to important pub-
lic locations and some resi-
dents through the 2-megawatt
Namsoungngong small-scale
hydropower plant. Efforts are
underway to restore normal
electricity supply through the
national power grid system.

Similarly, in Loikaw,
Kayah State, due to terror-
ist insurgents, the 132 kV
Loikaw Main Substation,
three 33 kV substations, 73
transformers, and power lines
were damaged. Reconstruc-
tion work has been carried
out and electricity has been
restored to 13,837 house-
holds in Loikaw, Loilin-
lay and Lawpita towns,
and 30 villages.

In Dimawso Township,
one 33 kV substation, trans-
formers, and power lines
were damaged due to vio-
lence. As a first phase of
restoration, an 11 kV power
line was repaired, restoring
electricity to 2 villages and
important locations in the
township. The repair of the
33 kV, 10 MVA Ywadanshe
substation in Loikaw has
been completed within the
first 100-day plan of the
new national government,
and efforts will continue to
distribute electricity to Di-

B i

Photo record of the completed repairs of damaged substation equipment at the
33/11 kV 10 MVA Shwe Nyaung Pin substation in Nawnghkio Township.

Photo records of the damage and loss at the 66/11 kV 5 MVA Falam power substa-
tion and loss of cables.

mawso Township from the
Ywadanshe substation.
Similarly, in Falam
Township, Chin State, due
to terrorist insurgents, one
66 kV substation, two small
hydropower plants, 31 trans-
formers, and power lines
were damaged. Necessary
materials will be transported
and restoration work will
be carried out. In the mean-
time, the state government is
implementing arrangements
to provide temporary elec-
tricity using a 12 kW solar
generator at Falam Township
temporary hospital and 6 kW
solar generators at important
locations. A 300 kVA diesel
generator has also been re-

paired to provide temporary
power to critical facilities.

To restore electricity
to Tonzang Township, 12
electricity department staff
arrived on June 18, 2026,
and have begun conducting
damage assessments and
reconstruction work. The
300 kVA diesel generator has
been repaired and is currently
providing 3 hours of electric-
ity nightly to 11 government
offices and approximately
310 consumers. Efforts are
also underway to coordinate
with administrative bodies to
inspect the 200 kW Tuizawng
hydropower plant for pos-
sible restoration.

It is reported that due

to the tireless efforts of the
national government and
the Ministry of Electricity
and Energy, as electricity is
gradually restored to areas
that had experienced power
outages, the daily lives of
local residents have returned
to normal, small and me-
dium enterprises and local
production activities have
resumed operations, health-
care services at hospitals and
clinics have been provided
to the public, and significant
benefits have emerged in
the education sector for stu-
dents. The public's electricity
needs are being increasingly
fulfilled.
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Tanzania lists first shilling bond on London Stock Exchange

Dar Es Salaam June 25
Tanzania on Friday listed
its first Tanzanian shilling-
denominated offshore bond on
the London Stock Exchange,
according to a statement is-

sued on Saturday by the coun-
try's Ministry of Finance.
The 100-million-U.S.-
dollar bond (about 262.5 bil-
lion Tanzanian shillings) was
issued by the International

Finance Corporation and
channeled to NMB Bank Plc,
a Tanzanian commercial bank,
to expand financing for small
and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs), the statement said.

Of the total, 20 percent,
or about 20 million dollars
(52.5 billion Tanzanian shil-
lings), has been earmarked
for women-owned businesses,
the statement said.

The listing signals grow-
ing international confidence in
Tanzania's economy and sup-
ports efforts to diversify fund-
ing sources for the country's
National Development Vision

2050 agenda, said Tanzanian
Finance Minister Khamis Mus-
sa Omar, adding that the move
enhances the country's credit
profile and access to more af-
fordable financing. ~ Xinhua
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