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( Tatmadaw News)
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Together with arms and ammunition, 280 males and
23 females, totalling 303 from KIA, KNU, AA, ABSDF, SAF
and PDF terrorists who accept peace process of the State and
the Tatmadaw return to the legal fold, those returnees
systematically handed over to parents and guardians

Mandalay Region Chief Minister U Myo Aung, Commander of Central Com-
mand Brig-Gen Aung Htay and officials observe arms and ammunition handed by
terrorist group members who returned to legal fold.

Nay Pyi Taw August 1

The government has been
inviting individuals who are
involved with armed groups
operating under various
names, including the PDF, to
return to the legal fold. Those
who have returned to the legal
fold have also been provided
with necessary assistance
and support, and are being
handed back to their parents
or guardians. A total of 303
individuals — 280 males and
23 females — from KIA,
KNU, AA, ABSDF, SAF
and PDF terrorists and other
various terrorist groups, who
accept the peace process of the
State and the Tatmadaw have
returned to the legal fold.

A ceremony to hand over
the returnees to parents and
guardians took place at Yan
Aung Myin Hall of the Central
Command Headquarters this
morning, attended by Man-
dalay Region Chief Minister
U Myo Aung, Commander
Brig-Gen Aung Htay and of-
ficials, departmental officials,
the individuals who returned to
the legal fold and their parents
and guardians.

First, the chief minister of
the region made a speech. The
commander shared knowledge
about legal sections. Then, the
returnees handed over two
MA-1s, one MA-2, one MA-
3, one MA-4, one M-22, two
Type 81 guns, one .22 sniper
and one homemade gun, total-

ling 10, 17 assorted magazines,
678 bullets and 12 assorted
grenades to the commander.

Next, the chief minister
and the commander presented
K45 million for nine automatic
rifles, K500,000 for one home-
made gun, K3.6 million for 12
assorted grenades, and K29.1
million for those individuals
who returned to the legal fold.
The rewards K78.2 million in
total and foodstuffs were given
to the returnees. Afterwards,
those who have returned to
the legal fold are required to
sign a pledge of commitment,
and they are systematically
handed over to their parents
or guardians.

In handing back the return-
ees who wish to enjoy regional
peace and stability to par-
ents and guardians at today’s
ceremony, there were 303
individuals comprising four
males from Aungmyaythazan
Township, two males from
Mahaaungmyay Township,
43 males and eight females
from Amarapura Township,
two males from Chanayet-
hazan Township, two males
from Patheingyi Township, 12
males and two females from
Kyaukse Township, two males
from Singaing Township, nine
males and one female from
Tada Oo Township, five males
and three females from Pyin
Oo Lwin Township, two males
from Pyawbwe Township, 87
males from Madaya Township,

36 males and two females from
Thabeikkyin Township, 14
males and four females from
Sintgu Township, four males
from Momeik Township, one
male from Mogok Township,
three males and one female
from NyaungU Township, two
males from Taungtha Town-
ship, 12 males from Myingyan
Township, five males from
Chauk Township, six males
from Sedoktara Township,
three males from Pwintbyu
Township, two males from
Minhla Township, one male
from Mindon Township, 21
males and two females from
Pakokku Township, totalling
280 males and 23 females.

It is reported that the ma-
jority of members of the so-
called PDF who surrendered
and returned to the legal fold
were forcibly recruited through
threats and coercion directed at
their family members and rela-
tives. They chose to abandon
the path of armed struggle and
return to the legal fold because
they could no longer tolerate

terrorist acts; experienced
internal discrimination, bul-
lying, abuse, and killings by
higher-ups within the groups;
suffered sexual violence; lost
morale due to an inability to
withstand the military's offen-
sives; and came to believe in
and accept the peace process
of the State and the Tatmadaw,
desiring to live peacefully
within the framework of the
law and to once again contrib-
ute positively to the State and
the public, who had suffered
losses on their account.

Those who have returned
to the legal fold are being
welcomed back, provided
with necessary assistance, and
systematically handed over to
their parents and guardians. As
it is known that there are still
individuals wishing to return to
the legal fold, those who desire
to do so will be welcomed and
provided with necessary sup-
port if they promptly contact
nearby district and township
administrative bodies, military
camps, or police stations, and
suitable monetary rewards will
be awarded for handed-over
weapons and ammunition.

The personal voices of
those who returned to the legal
fold are conveyed as follows:

1. It was because of my
friends' encouragement and
some difficulties at home that
I ended up there. I had to un-
dergo two weeks of training at
that organization. One reason
I didn't want to stay was that
they put us on the front lines
in a way that felt like we were
meant to be sacrificed. No
matter what happened, as long
as we died and they didn't, that
was it—whoever dies, dies, and
that's the end of it. That was the
attitude they had toward us. As

m,mh@n ” 1 ! ! -
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A returnee gives an interview.

for guns, they distinguished be-
tween bad guns and good guns;
the bad ones were only given
for about three months, while
the good ones were given for
only about a month. They'd go
into the village, drink, eat, have
fun, and enjoy themselves. But
on our side, there was no happi-
ness or freedom at all. And then
there were the leaders. When-
ever there were donations,
they'd put them in their own
pockets. They'd pass them on
to their wives. Everything they
did was for their own children's
benefit. Every time we were in
the lineup, they'd always say:
if you go to the military side,
they'll torture you, kill you,
burn you alive. But now that
I'm here, it's not like that at all.
The military side welcomed
us warmly, gave us places to
stay and sit, provided food,
supported us, and returned us
to our parents. I invite all the
brothers and sisters still left in
the jungle to quickly cooperate
with the Tatmadaw and come
into the light.

2. As for me, I first came
here through a friend's con-
nection. My friend invited
me to come, and since things
were going fine for me, [ went.
Once there, I had to undergo
one month of training. After
that month, they assigned us
to work in the kitchen. At the
kitchen, once a week, they'd
deliver vegetables and rice
rations. When they delivered,
we were only allowed to eat
two meals a day. Sometimes, if
we were lucky, we'd have just
one cup of tomatoes to eat. We
went through a lot of hardships
too. After being in the kitchen,
they made us sell lottery tickets
for fundraising. We had to sell
them in the villages. At first,

0D

the people looked at us kindly.
But later, they stopped looking
at us with kindness. Even if
we said, "Please support our
fundraising lottery, sisters,"
they'd reply, "Go away, don't
come here. We don't accept
you anymore. We don't want to
support your tickets either." As
for the money we earned from
selling those tickets, we had
to hand everything over to our
higher-ups. They never told us
where or how that money was
spent. But they themselves
were always going to KTVs,
sitting in beer shops. It was al-
ways just for their own benefit.
The comrades below could do
whatever they wanted and live
however they pleased—they
didn't care at all. That kind
of attitude made things even
worse. At that point, I didn't
want to stay there anymore,
so I escaped. And during the
two years I spent there, there
was no life insurance for us at
all. There was no security for
us either. [ was always afraid,
thinking about what they might
do to me at any moment. At
that time, some of my friends
there had already come into the
light, so I also came and joined.
I'want to say to my friends still
left in the jungle: it's not like
what they told you—if you
come into the light here, you
won't be tortured or executed.
It's not at all what you think.
Everyone here treats each
other like brothers and sisters,
warmly and kindly, provid-
ing everything from food and
drink to living conditions,
making sure we have every-
thing we need. That's why
I want to say to all the PDF
members still in the jungle: I
want you all to come into the
light here. 100

A returnee gives an interview.
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More than 12,000 acres of pigeon pea

A thriving pigeon pea plantation.

Monywa August 1

Statistics of Monywa
Township Agriculture De-
partment stated that local
farmers planted 12,350 acres
of pigeon pea as monsoon
crops in Monywa Township
this year.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon cropping season,

Monywa Township has set
a target of cultivating 12,355
acres of pigeon pea. Planting
began in May this year, and
as of today, 12,350 acres
have already been planted.
"This year's target for
pigeon pea cultivation dur-
ing the monsoon season in
Monywa Township is 12,355

acres. As of today, 12,350
acres have already been
planted. We are working to
ensure that the cultivation
target is fully achieved. We
are also providing technical
assistance to help farmers
improve yields. Pigeon pea
is grown both as a sole crop
and as an intercrop," said U

Soe Thet Aung, Head of the
Monywa Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

This year, the Monywa
Township Department of

i Agriculture has been pro-

viding on-site extension
services to pigeon pea grow-
ers, including guidance on
selecting high-quality certi-
fied seeds, adopting proper
cultivation practices, con-

, trolling pests, and improving

crop yields.

The township Depart-
ment of Agriculture is also
promoting the combined
use of urea and borax as a
cost-effective alternative to
commercial foliar fertilizers
for pigeon pea farmers. Ac-
cording to the department,
this technique helps reduce
cultivation costs while im-
proving plant growth and
resistance to pests. 206
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and robbing.

general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDEF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Wetlet Township cultivates more than
2,000 acres of vegetables this year

Wetlet August 1

Agricultural data com-
piled by Wetlet Township Ag-
riculture Department stated
that local farmers planted
2,133 acres of vegetables
in the township during this
monsoon.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon cropping season,
Wetlet Township has set a
target of cultivating 4,225
acres of vegetables. Vegeta-
ble cultivation began in May
this year, and so far, local
farmers have planted 2,133
acres of crops.

"This year's monsoon

cropping season target for
vegetable cultivation in Wet-
let Township is more than
4,000 acres, and more than
2,000 acres have already
been planted. We are mak-
ing efforts to ensure that
the targeted acreage is fully
achieved. The vegetable
crops include mustard, chil-
li, spices, potato, cabbage,
eggplant and cauliflower.
We are providing farmers
with technical assistance to
enable all vegetable crops to
be cultivated under the Good
Agricultural Practices (GAP)
system. We are also provid-

ing cultivation techniques to
help farmers produce healthy
vegetables with minimal
chemical residues," said Daw
Kyin San, Head of the Wetlet
Township Department of
Agriculture.

This year, the Wetlet
Township Department of
Agriculture has been provid-
ing vegetable growers with
technical training on GAP-
based cultivation methods,
guidance on producing safe
and healthy vegetables from
their farms, and support to
encourage farmers to expand
vegetable cultivation.

Vegetables of various
kinds are cultivated season-
ally every year in Wetlet
Township. The crops have
been successfully grown,
providing income opportu-
nities for farming families.
The Township Department of
Agriculture is also providing
farmers who grow vegetables
with knowledge and aware-
ness on proper cultivation
methods, pest prevention and
control, and the preparation
and use of natural fertilizers,
natural pesticides and pest-
repellent solutions.

206

Taze Township sees completion of
growing groundnut on more than
20,000 acres of croplands

Taze August 1

According to the township
Agriculture Department, local
farmers planted 29,335 acres
of groundnut as monsoon
crops in Taze Township of
Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon cropping season,
Taze Township has set a target
of cultivating 35,710 acres of
groundnut. Planting began in
May this year, and local farm-
ers have grown 29,335 acres

of groundnut so far.

"This year's monsoon
cropping season target for
groundnut cultivation in Taze
Township is more than 35,000
acres, and 29,335 acres have
already been planted. We are
also making efforts to ensure
that the targeted acreage is
fully achieved. As an oilseed
crop, groundnut cultivation
is showing successful results,
and the area under groundnut
cultivation has been increas-

ing year by year," said U Ohn
Kyaw Myint, Head of the
Taze Township Department
of Agriculture.

In Taze Township, farm-
ers cultivate one and a half
baskets of seed per acre of
groundnut. The cultivation
cost, including seed expenses,
labour charges, fertilizers
and pesticides, is more than
K200,000 per acre. It is re-
ported that the average yield is
more than 50 baskets per acre.

This year, staff mebers
from the Taze Township De-
partment of Agriculture are
conducting field inspections
and monitoring activities at
groundnut farms to ensure
successful growth, prevent
pest and disease outbreaks,
and control weeds. They
are also collecting field ob-
servation records as part of
their agricultural extension
activities.

206

Sagaing District
plants more than

5,000 acres of
sunflower this year

Sagaing August 1

Local farmers grew 5,630
acres of sunflower as mon-
soon crops in Sagaing District
this year, according to the dis-
trict Agriculture Department.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon cropping season,
Sagaing District has targeted
the cultivation of 14,928 acres
of sunflower. Planting began
in May this year, and as of to-
day, a total of 5,630 acres have
been completed, comprising
5,017 acres in Sagaing Town-
ship, 404 acres in Myinmu
Township, and 209 acres in
Myaung Township.

"This year's target for
sunflower cultivation during
the monsoon season in Saga-
ing District is 14,928 acres.
As of today, 5,630 acres have
already been planted. We are
making every effort to achieve
the full target. To reduce reli-
ance on imported palm oil,
we will continue expanding
the cultivation of sunflower,
an oilseed crop. Sunflower
produces a higher oil yield
per acre than other oilseed
crops such as groundnut and
sesame," said Daw Myat

Moe Win, Head of the Saga-
ing District Department of
Agriculture.

For the 2026-2027 mon-
soon season, the township-
wise cultivation targets for
sunflower in Sagaing District
are 12,368 acres in Sagaing
Township, 2,030 acres in
Myinmu Township, and 530
acres in Myaung Township,
bringing the total target to
14,928 acres.

To promote the expansion
of sunflower cultivation in
Sagaing District, the township
offices of the Department of
Agriculture are intensifying
extension activities by con-
ducting educational and tech-
nical training programmes.
These programmes are de-
signed to enhance the capacity
of both agricultural staff and
farmers who will cultivate
sunflower.

This year, arrangements
have also been made to pro-
vide sunflower seeds to grow-
ers, supply urea fertilizer at
affordable prices, and distrib-
ute harvested sunflower seeds
through farmer-to-farmer seed

exchange systems. 206
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