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Wetlet Township to plant more than
4,000 aces of green gram during upcoming
winter crop season

Wetlet September 18

More than 4,000 acres of
green gram will be cultivated
in Wetlet Township, Sagaing
Region, during the upcom-
ing winter crop season, ac-
cording to statistics from the
Wetlet Township Department
of Agriculture.

During the 2026-2027

This photo captures a large thriving green gram plantation.

winter crop season, 4,565
acres of green gram have
been planned for cultivation
in Wetlet Township, with
planting scheduled to begin
in October and continue
through December this year.

“We have planned to
cultivate more than 4,000
acres of green gram in Wetlet

Township during this year’s
winter crop season. We will
make arrangements to ensure
that the targeted acreage
is fully cultivated. Green
gram cultivation has been
increasing from year to year.
Farmers will be provided
with extension education
on expanding green gram

cultivation and on using
quality and pure seeds to
achieve better yields,” said
Daw Kyin San, Head of the
Department of Agriculture in
Wetlet Township.

This year, the Wetlet
Township Department of Ag-
riculture will provide farmers
cultivating green gram with
technical guidance on obtain-
ing quality and pure varieties
suitable for the local area,
adopting proper cultivation

methods, preventing pest

infestations, using fertilizers
systematically, and achieving
good yields.

During this year’s winter
crop season, the department
is also working in coopera-
tion with farmers engaged in
various pulse crops to provide
the necessary quality and pure
seeds, agricultural inputs and
post-harvest technologies to
improve the yield and quality
of pulse crops. 206

19-9-2026

and robbing.

general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Plan underway to grow over 3,000 acres of
butter bean in Yinmabin District

Yinmabin September 18

Local authorities have
earmarked cultivation of over
3,000 acres of butter bean as
cold season crops in Yinmabin
District of Sagaing Region
this year, according to the dis-
trict Agriculture Department.

During the 2026-2027
winter crop season, a total of
3,885 acres of butter beans
are planned to be cultivated
in Yinmabin District, with
875 acres in Yinmabin Town-
ship, 2,800 acres in Salingyi

Township and 210 acres in
Pale Township. Butter bean
cultivation will be carried out
from October through Decem-
ber this year, it is reported.
“We have planned to cul-
tivate more than 3,000 acres
of butter beans in Yinmabin
District during the upcoming
winter crop season. We will
make arrangements to ensure
that the planned acreage is
fully cultivated. Butter beans
are grown only during the
winter season, and their cul-

tivation has been successful
in the region. Farmers rely
on butter beans because they
fetch good prices,” said Daw
Sandar Moe, Head of the
Department of Agriculture in
Yinmabin District.

In Yinmabin District, local
farmers grow butter beans as
a sole crop during the mon-
soon crop season, while some
farmers cultivate them as an
intercrop to earn additional
income, it is reported.

This year, the respective

Township Agriculture Depart-
ments in Yinmabin District
are providing support and
assistance to farmers growing
various types of pulses to in-
crease crop yields, encourage
the cultivation of quality and
pure varieties, and provide
the necessary technical assis-
tance. They will also provide
farmers with knowledge on
preparing and using natural
pesticides to prevent crop
pests and diseases, as well as
on timely harvesting. 206

Kyunhla Township to place more than 14,000
acres of croplands under winter sesame

Kyunhla September 18

Kyunhla Township’s agri-
cultural data showed that local
farmers will grow more than
14,000 acres of winter sesame
in Kyunhla Township of Saga-
ing Region this year.

During the 2026-2027
winter crop season, Kyunhla
Township has targeted the
cultivation of 14,035 acres of
winter sesame, with planting
scheduled to take place from
October to December of this

year.

"For the upcoming win-
ter crop season in Kyunhla
Township, we have targeted
to plant over 14,000 acres of
winter sesame. We will make
sure to meet our targeted acre-
age. Sesame cultivation has
been increasing year by year.
Farmers primarily focus on
growing sesame in the winter
rather than the rainy season.
Asan oil crop, it is in a highly
successful position," said

Daw Myint Myint Yi, Head
of the Kyunhla Township
Department of Agriculture.
It is reported that the
Township Department of Ag-
riculture will educate sesame
farmers in Kyunhla Township
this year on expanding their
cultivation, implementing
proper planting techniques,
utilizing Good Agricultural
Practices (GAP), and using
pure, high-quality, and high-
yielding seed varieties.

Crops produced using the
GAP system offer superior
quality and fetch higher prices
compared to those grown us-
ing other methods. Because
they can be exported to for-
eign markets as well as sold
domestically, farmers cultivat-
ing under the GAP system will
experience greater economic
benefits, which will in turn
improve their socioeconomic
livelihoods.

206

Sagaing Township
plans to cultivate
more than 1,000

acres of black gram
this year

Sagaing September 18

An official of Sagaing
Township Agriculture De-
partment said that local
farmers will grow more than
1,000 acres of winter black
gram in Sagaing Township
of Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2026-2027
winter crop season, a total
of 1,910 acres of black gram
have been planned for culti-
vation in Sagaing Township,
with planting scheduled to
begin in October and con-
tinue through December
this year.

“We have planned to
cultivate more than 1,000
acres of black gram in Saga-
ing Township during the up-
coming winter crop season.
We will make arrangements
to ensure that the targeted
acreage is fully cultivated.
During the black gram cul-
tivation period, we will
also conduct field activities
to provide the necessary
technical assistance, seeds

and measures for prevent-
ing pests and diseases,” said
U Myo Thant Aung, head
of the Sagaing Township
Department of Agriculture.
The Sagaing Township
Department of Agriculture
will provide farmers cul-
tivating black gram with
extension education on ob-
taining quality and pure va-
rieties suitable for the local
area, adopting proper culti-
vation methods, preventing
pest infestations, using fer-
tilizers systematically and
achieving good yields.
During this year’s win-
ter crop season, the relevant
Township Department of
Agriculture is also work-
ing in cooperation with
farmers cultivating various
pulse crops to provide the
necessary quality and pure
seeds, agricultural inputs
and post-harvest technolo-
gies to improve the yield
and quality of pulse crops.
206
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Tamu September 18

For this year, local au-
thorities have earmarked
to plant more than 3,000
acres of sunflower in Tamu
District of Sagaing Region,
according to the district Ag-
riculture Department.

During the upcoming
2026-2027 winter crop sea-
son in Tamu District, the
targeted sunflower cultiva-
tion area by township is 153
acres in Myothit Township,
805 acres in Tamu Township,
and 2,350 acres in Khampat

@Y,
Tamu District decides to grow over 3,000

acres of sunflower in coming

Township, totalling 3,308
acres.

"This year, we have tar-
geted over 3,000 acres for
sunflower cultivation during
the upcoming winter crop
season in Tamu District. We
will make efforts to ensure

winter

the targeted acreage is fully
met. To reduce reliance on
imported palm oil, we are
expanding the cultivation of
sunflowers, an oil crop. The
oil yield per acre for sun-
flowers is higher than that of
other crops like peanuts and
sesame," said U Myo Thein,
Head of the Tamu District
Department of Agriculture.
To expand sunflower
cultivation in Tamu District,
the relevant Township De-
partments of Agriculture will
accelerate educational train-
ing programs to enhance the
capacity of both the staff
and the farmers who will be
growing the crop.
Furthermore, arrange-
ments have been made this
year to supply seeds to sun-
flower farmers in Tamu Dis-
trict and to sell urea fertilizer
at affordable prices. The
harvested sunflower seeds
will then be distributed using
a farmer-to-farmer exchange

system. 206

( Local and International News)

Trump says he is
approaching major
crossroads in Iran

war: report

Washington September 18

U.S. President Donald
Trump said Thursday that
he is approaching a critical
juncture in the Iran war over
whether to resume massive
attacks to bring the conflict
to a close, U.S. online news
outlet Axios reported.

"I have a big decision
coming up. Do I want to go
in and annihilate them or
do I not? It's a big decision.
Anything could happen with
me," Trump told Axios.

Though Trump has made
similar threats before, his
comments came ahead of a
planned meeting next Tues-
day with leaders from six

Gulf countries on the side-
lines of the UN General
Assembly in New York, said
the report, adding that the
meeting could shape the next
phase of the war, including
whether to make another
push for diplomacy or inten-
sify military action.

The six Gulf countries
are Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bah-
rain, Kuwait and Oman.

If Trump wants to resume
major combat operations, he
would need the support of
his regional allies, the report
said. Trump has said several
times in recent days that the

war will end soon. Xinhua

Mawlamyinegyun Township sends
large volume of spiny eels to Yangon
market in August

Mawlamyinegyun September 18

Large quantities of spiny
eels from Mawlamyineg-
yun Township, Ayeyawady
Region, were shipped and
sold to the Yangon market
in August, according to Daw
Su Su Htwe, a fish trader
from Mawlamyinegyun
Township.

Fish-drying traders in
Mawlamyinegyun Town-
ship purchase locally caught

spiny eels, clean and process
them systematically, and
then ship them for sale. They
were able to ship and sell
up to 45,000 viss of spiny
eels during July, while the
volume increased to as much
as 56,000 viss from 1 to
31 August, it is reported.
“Fishery products are
shipped and sold from Maw-
lamyinegyun Township eve-
ry month. Since the first

week of last month, ship-
ments of spiny eels to the
Yangon market have been
strong. We shipped and sold
up to 56,000 viss of spiny
eels in one month because
demand from the Yangon
market has increased. As
orders for dried fish have
increased, people involved
in the fishing industry
are benefiting,” said Daw
Su Su Htwe, a fish trader

from Mawlamyinegyun
Township.

Locally caught spiny
eels shipped from Mawla-
myinegyun Township to the
Yangon market are currently
priced at between K19,500
and K27,000 per viss. The
increased shipments and
sales of spiny eels from the
area have benefited fishery
entrepreneurs and fishermen.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Ngaputaw Township supplies large quantities
of Ribbonfish to Yangon market in August

Ngaputaw September 18

Local businesspersons
from Ngaputaw Township
sold a large quantities of
dried Ribbonfish to Yangon
market in August, said Daw
Aye Moe, the owner of sea-
food trading in Ngaputaw
Township of Ayeyawady
Region.

Dried ribbonfish ship-
ments from Ngaputaw Town-
ship to the Yangon market
increased to 47,000 viss
in August, compared with

40,000 viss in July.

During July, up to 40,000
viss of dried ribbonfish were
sold to the Yangon market
from Ngaputaw Township.
The volume increased to
47,000 viss during the month
from 1 to 31 August, accord-
ing to reports.

“We systematically pro-
duce dried ribbonfish caught
from the sea in our area
and mainly ship it to the
Yangon market. We sold
up to 47,000 viss during

the past month. We have
been shipping and selling the
dried fish because demand
from the Yangon market has
been strong.

“The dried fish currently
being traded was produced
from marine fish caught since
the summer. Dried marine
fish is in high demand be-
cause it is widely consumed
domestically. Sweetened
dried fish products are also
included,” said Daw Aye
Moe, an entrepreneur oper-

ating a trading depot for fer-
mented fish paste, fish sauce
and various dried fish prod-
ucts in Ngaputaw Township.
In Ngaputaw Township,
fishery-product traders pro-
duce fermented fish paste and
dried fish and ship various
dried fish products, includ-
ing locally produced dried
fish, to the Yangon market.
Dried ribbonfish is currently
priced at K24,000 to K27,000

per viss.
Kyaw Kyaw Lin

At least 16 killed in
bomb blast in north-
west Pakistan

Islamabad September 18
A suicide car bomber
and accompanying gunmen
struck a police facility in
northwestern Pakistan on
Friday, killing at least 16
people —including five police
officers — during prayers at a
mosque, officials have said.
The vehicle rammed into
an outer wall of the police
facility in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province’s Kohat
city, provincial police chief
Zulfikar Hameed was re-
ported as saying. “It was a
suicide attack,” he added.
Police personnel, their

family members, and other
civilians were offering Friday
prayers at the mosque when
the attackers struck. The ex-
plosion damaged the mosque
and nearby structures, and

created a crater in the area,
reports said.

Security forces were en-
gaged in a gun battle with the
attackers and one assailant
wearing an explosives-vest
was killed, the police said in
a statement.

No group has claimed
responsibility for the blast.
Pakistani President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif expressed
grief over the casualties.

Militant attacks have
risen in Pakistan’s border
areas in recent months, with
violence flaring up after each
attack. Fifteen police offic-
ers were killed in a similar
car bombing and ambush in
Bannu in the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province in May.

RT

Pakistani security officials at the scene of a car bomb at-

tack at a police post in Bannu, Pakistan, on May 10, 2026.
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- Five Remarkable Desert Animals.
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