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Plan to screen documentary film on
Maha Thingyan festival nationwide 2023 as
preparations for world heritage sites list

Yangon April 2

A documentary film wnll
be screened on holding Maha
Thingyan festival 2023 as
part of preparations to enlist
it on the world heritage sites,
said deputy director general
Dr Thein Lwin of Archaeol-

ogy and Mational Museum
Department.

The images of IMaha
Thingyan festival across the
nation will be recorded It
means preserving the intan-
gible national cultural herit-
ages of Myanmar in order

to put it on the list of world
heritage sites.

“AsMaha Thingyan fes-
tival is Myanmar’s tradition-
al festival which has been
held for thousands of years.
We have torecorditas ana-
tional intangible culture of

Myanmar. Now we are striv-
ing for putting it on the lists

of world heritage sites. So,

. wewilluseimages of Myan-

© mar s traditional Thingyan

festival as a firm document
for the list. In fact Thingyan

festival 15 concerned not

i only with Myanmar but with
i Thailand, Laos, Cambodia,

China, Mekong-Lancang
and other countries So we
have to make collabora-
tive efforts for putting it on
the list of World Heritage

. Sites of the UNERSCO,”
 he added.

The ASEAN countries
such as Myanmar, Thailand,
Laos, and Cambodia are
collectively preserve MMaha
Thingyan festival as the
traditional cultural herit-
ages of Mekong-Lancang

countries

Finland election:
Three-way race as
Sanna Marin fights

for survival

Helsinki April 2

Finns are going to the
polls in an election seen as
an almost neck-and-neck
race between right-wing
populists, conservatives
and Prime Minister Sanna
Marin's centre left.

Finland may be days
from joining MNato, but the
war in Ukraine has had lit-
tle campaign impact, even
though Finland shares the
longest border with Russia

The election battle
ground has instead been
over the economy.

And Finns are making a
big choice on their country's
future direction

Polling stations opened
at 09:00 (06:00 GMT) and

close at 20:00 (17:00 GMT),
when the results of some 1.7
million advance votes will
be released.

The main challenge to
Sanna Marin's Social Dem-
ocrats comes from the right.

After four years of op-
position, Petter1 Orpo's con-
servative National Coalition
Party has high hopes of
forming a coalition, but this
could alse be the populist
Finns Party's best chance to
lead a government yet.

When Ms Marin, now
37, burst on to the scene
four years ago, she was
the world's youngest prime
minister at the head of a
coalition of five parties, all

EEC

led by women.

Plan to expand sown acreage of sunflower to
more than 4 million acres across the nation

Nay Pyi Taw April 2

Arrangements are being
made to expand sown acre-
age of sunflower to more
than 4 million acres across
the nation for ensuring local
oil sufficiency, said director
general Dr Ye Tint Tun of
the Agriculture Department.

Sunflower can be usedin
coolang, so 1t 1s marketable
athome Aslocal people con-
sume groundnut and sesame
otls 1n addition to sunflower
oil, the plan of expanding the
sown acreage of sunflower is

being arranged.

“Inlastmonscon and cold
season, sunfl ower was grown
on 1.08 million acres of land.
A plan was set to expand the
sown acreage of sunflower.
We expected farmers would
beinterestedin expanding the
sown acreage of the plants in
coming fiscal year It 15 be-
cause the domestic o1l market
15 active,” he added

Local farmer cultivated

Hower will be extended 1n
Mandalay, Magway, Sagaing
and Ayevawady regions as
well as Shan Statein 2023-24

sunflowers on 1.08 million [MESTE

acres of farmlands against the
target of 1.5 million acres in
2022-23 fiscal year

The cultivation of sun-

B

5.
o
|

f'_iff-‘;:-surlﬁ uwe':uplarlt'ati

3 JI 3 1‘ i
B, =

fiscal year Oil mills across
the nation can produce some
300,000 tons of cooking o1l
ASH

peryear,itislearnt

Iron sieves to be installed at lighting pits of build-
ings to protect mural paintings in Bagan region

Bagan April 2

Iron sieves will be in-
stalled at the lighting pits
of some religious buildings
in Bagan cultural region
of NyaunglU Township not
to cause damage of mural
paintings, said Ko MMyint
Naing, member of Heritage
Trust Team Bagan whichisa

non-governmental organiza-

tion engaged in maintenance
and preservation of ancient
cultural buildings.

Some mural paintings
were damaged due to bats at
religious buildings in Bagan
cultural region Hence, the
lighting pits will be covered
with 1ron sieves for preven-
tion of damaging the mural

paintings.

“Some mural paintings
were damaged by scratching
of bats, and wastes of bats
cause damage to the mural
paintings Moreover, inside
the buildings are full with bad
smell. Hence, we will install
iron sieves at the lighting pits
which will be entrance of bats
to the buildings MMost of the

buildings have been installed

with the sieves. So, we need
to substitute the sieves with
new ones Such project will
start in coming April at eight
ancient buildings,” he added.
The trust decided to take
care of installing the 1ron
sieves at the ancient buildings
not to cause any damage to

the original works.
ASH

US tornadoes:
Death toll grows as
extreme storms
ravage several states

Washington April 2

At least 26 people have
been killed after a series
of tornadoes tore through

towns and cities in the South
and Midwest of the United

j | States.

Homes were destroyed
and thousands left without

" |power after huge storms

caused devastation across
several states.

There have been more

"|than B0 reported tornadoes

since 31 March, according
to the IMNational Weather
Service.

States including Arkan-

sas, Tennessee, llinois, In-

»

diana, Alabama and Missis-
sippi have all had fatalities.

One storm shredded
through the Arkansas town
of Wynne - a community
some 100 miles (170km)
east of the state capital, Lit-
tle Rock

Ashley Macmillan said
she, her husband and their
children huddled with their
dogs in the bathroom as a
tornado passed overhead,
"praying and saying good-
bye to each other, because
we thought we were dead".

A falling tree seriously
damaged their home, but
BEC

they were unhurt.

T ethwnT:fWe in Arkan
t frumxthe'sturﬂ;.ystem.
T e
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Major renovation to be completed at
Kalyani ordination hall in
Bago Township by March

' This building 15 not ancient

w5

i ¥ i
Atnewlyrenovated Kalayaniordination‘hall _q

Bago April 2
MMajor rencvation will be
finished at Kalyani ordina-
tion hall in Bago Township
of Bago Eegion at the end
of March, said Bage Fegion

go.

B

Minister for Economic Af-
fairs U Tin Oo.

With the contributions
of Bago Region government
and well-wishers, major ren-

ovation at Kalyam ordination

4
q

hall and the lake started 1n
January 2023. Sofar, renova-
tion tasks have completed by
83 per cent.

“Kalyam ordination hall

1s more than 500 years old

one. The ordination hall was
rebuilt in 1953, So, 1t 15 a
70 years old one. Hence, 1t
needs necessary renovations.

. The renovation tasks will be

completed at the end of this
menth,” sard the minmister
Kalyani ordination hall
is one of the attractive sites
for pilgrims bound for Bago.
It was built by King Dham-

* mazedi of Hanthawady in

1476 AD. Moreover, the
Kalyani stone inscriptions
in Pali and Myanmar were
postedn 1480

These stone inscrip-
tions feature Buddhism of
Majjuma, Bagan and Hantha-
wady regions and histories
of pagodas 1n Yamanya and
Shwemawdaw 1n detail

ASH

and robbing.

the general public.

ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

for Eliminationtof:

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CEPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH",
“NUG”, and “PDEF"” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 1s to protect the lives and property of

3 Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-

rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/

and property of itnnocent people.

Myanmar sets no fishing-season from
April to June in Myanmar's seas in 2023

Dawei April 2

No-fishing season in My-
anmar's seas has been set
from April to June for 2023,
according to U Aung Nyi
Toe, Head of the Department
of Fishenies for Taninthary:
Begion.

The no-fishing season 1n
Myanmar's seas in 2021 15
from May to July In 2022,
1t was set from Apnl to June,
and now in 2023, the no-
fishing season in Myanmar’s

seas has been set from Apnl

to June

"“During the non-fishing
season, the fishing boats
in offshore areas stop their
operation and then fish and
shrimp will be consumed
locally and the surplus will
be exported to Thailand, so
the export will be less dunng
that period,” said U Aung
Nyi Toee.

During the non-fishing ©

season, fishing boats in off-
shore areas of Yangon, Tan-
intharyi and Ayeyawady re-

gions and Eakhine and Mon
states will be stopped their

operation and only the fishing

boats close to the shore will
be allowed to catch fish.
ASH

More than US$120,000 earned in export of
soya bean from 1 April 2022 to 17 March 2023

Nay Pyi Taw April 2

The Ministry of Com-
merce recently 1ssued a press
release, saying that export of
soya bean earned more than
TS§120,000 during the pe-
riod from 1 Apnl 2022 to 17
March 2022 of the 2022-23
fiscal year

Among more than 20
kinds of beans exported
abroad, soyva bean is the least
export volume 1n Myanmar

During the aforesaid

period, Myanmar earned
US5$1.382.37 million from
export of pulses and beans
Of them, export of soya bean
secured USE123,000 million
but black bean, U5$516.308
million In this regard, soya
bean was exported through
land border

In fact, soya bean relies
on domestic market. The bean
15 cultivated 1n Shan State as
well as Mandalay, Sagaing,
Ayeyawady and Bagoregions

and Kachin State.

Shan State’s produc-
tion of soya bean accounts
for some 50 per cent of the
total production across the
nation. Soya bean can be
grown separately but mixed
with maize and sunflower
plantations.

Soya bean can be made
as roasted sova bean, fried
one and o1l Tofu as products
of Shan State. Soya bean can

be produced as fermented

soya milk, soya paste and
s0ya sauce.

Soyabean can be cultivat-
ed in September and Novem-
ber and harvested in March
or Apnl. Currently, soyabean
fetches K70,000 per basket at
the domestic marlet.

Itis an oil crop. Soyabean
can cost some K400,000 per
acre as agricultural cost. Jtcan

yield 15 baskets of soya bean |

per acre, as a cost effective

336

crop for farmers.

Transport authori-
ties plan to run
highway bus lines in
turns during
Thingyan

Yangon April 2

Long-distance travel
from Yangon Region to
other regions and states
will be run by the highway
bus lines in turns during the
Great Thingyan festival, ac-
cording to Yangon Region
Public Transport Committee
(YRTC) Joint Secretary U
Lian Cin Mang.

“Among the 224 high-
way bus lines at the Aung
Mingalar bus terminal, 183
bus lines on Apnl 10, 172
bus lines on April 11, 152
bus lines on April 12, 51
bus lines on Apnil 13, 5

bus lines on Apnil 14, 29
bus lines on April 17, 112
bus lines on April 18 and
183 bus lines on Apnil 19
will be run. There will be
a total of five bus lines that
will run without stopped.
Similarly, among the 110
highway bus lines at the
Dagon Aya bus terminal,
99 bus lines on Apnl 13, 98
bus lines on April 17, and
99 bus lines on April 18 will
be run, and there will be a
total of six bus lines that
will run without stopped,”
he said.

ASH
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