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Chairman of National Water Resource Committee
SAC Chairman PM Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
delivers speech at national committee meeting 1/2023

Senior,G eneral MinfAung/Hlang 'aﬁ:esses National Water Resourc
o R = BT

Nay Pyi Taw April 4

Chairman of the MNational
Water Eesource Committee
Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing delivered
an address at the meeting
1/2023 of the national com-
mittee at the meeting hall
of the Office of SAC Chair-
man 1n Nay Py1 Taw this
afternoon.

Also present at the meet-
ing were Vice Chairman of
the national committee Dep-
uty Prime Minister Union
Minister for Transport and
Communications Admairal
Tin Aung San, Union min-
1sters, the chairman of May
Pyi Taw Council, the secre-
tary of the committee and
officials together with chief
ministers of regions and
states and mayors through
video conferencing.

First, the Senior General
delivered an opening ad-
dress, saying that the meet-
ing aimed to give necessary
instructions to all for holding
coordination meetings be-
tween ministries and organi-
zations, implementing the
work plans of the national
committee and effectively
undertaking matters related

to the future plans for sus-

g T

tainable development of wa-
ter sources across the nation
on a yearly basis, improve-
ment of all sectors related to
the water, strengthening the
water source comprehensive
management and efficient
utilization of water sources.

Water 15 the best gift of
nature for living world and
environment. Everybody
uses water from the morn-
ing. Water 1s essential for
production of all agricultural
produce including paddy and
rice the primary staple food
of the people. Moreover, as
water 15 a renewable energy
at cheap pricesin generating
hydropower whichis crucial
in the current society, the
global countries are using
water on a wider scale. The
transport sector showed the
important role of water 1
transport and trade through
water of rivers and creeks as
well as seas and oceans by
boat from the early civiliza-
tion peniod to date.

Water and ground are
key role in modernizing a
country. Effective unlizing
water and ground becomes
the primary capital for pros-
perity of the nation. All
gloabal countries are striv-
ing for fulfilling the wate

requirements so as to ensure

L

i

prosperity of the nation.
Water 15 a very valu-
able source, and all living
beings including all human
beings in new generations
have to use water. So, 1t 15
necessary to efficiently use
water sources and everybody
needs to participate in the
measures for seeking water
SOUrCES.
Currently, climate
change causes torrential
rains across the world, high
temperature 1n summer,
destruction of terrible cy-
clones. Hence, people may
face strong natural disasters
and tmpacts. It 15 known
to all that all parts of the
world face natural disasters
of looding and shortages of
water in suminer
According to studies
conducted 1n 2022 by the
WHO, 1.4 million people
die of diseases caused by
unclean water and sewage
every year and the lives of
T4 million people are short-
ened by such issues. About
two billion people across
the world do not have ac-
cess to safe and clean drink-
ing water, according to the
statistics released 1n 2011
by the WHO and UNICEE
Moreover, 3.6 billion people
or about half of the popula-

N
o

. T

tion of the world donethave

=

access to proper sewage sys-
tems, according to surveys.

There are many natural
rivers, creeks and lakes in
Myanmar, which boasts the
second largest amount of
fresh water among ASEAN
countries after Indenesia, ac-
cording to statisticsin 2011.
Compared with Asian coun-
tries, Myanmar ranks fifth
after China, India, Indonesia
and Bangladesh. The fact
points out that Myanmar 15
abundant in water resources.

Although more than 800
million cubic feet of fresh
water1s fl owing through net-
works of rivers and creeks
including four major rivers
annually in Myanmar, only
about five percent of the
fresh water can be utilized
for agriculture, households
and industries. Therefore, 1t
can be seen that the country
has enormous potential for
business investment based
on water resources.

Therefore, it 15 important
to take effective measures
for systematic management
of fresh water resources,
sustainable development,
conservation of forests i1n
watershed areas and preven-
tion of water pollution.

The national level com-

mittee 15 required to regulate
the adoption of policies
necessary for development
of the water sector, sufficient
supply of water to house-
holds in urban and rural ar-
eas and for agnculture, fresh
water supply for industries,
prevention littering into riv-
ers and creeks and dislodg-
ing waste water into rivers
and creeks only after it has
been properly treated.

As all countries in the
world exert efforts constant-
ly for their national develop-
ment, Myanmar must follow
suit for development of all
sectors including the water
sector. Therefore, members
of the committee are urged
to make concerted efforts to
implement the tasks of the
committee for development
of the water sector and carry
out tasks that will be more
beneficial to the people of
all national races.

The national level com-
mittee organmizedthe ceremo-
ny commemorating World
Water Day 2023 and talks on
academic subjects compre-
hensively and meaningtully
as a campaign of the com-
mittee on 22 March at the
MICC-21in Nay Pyi Taw. Ac-
cording to the key message

of the academic talks, 1t 15

learnt that it 15 necessary to
explore more fresh water re-
sources as the country needs
them due to climate change
and tncreasing population.
Attoday's meeting, com-
mittee members are urged
to continue to exert con-
certed efforts to discuss
possibilities to help solve
water shortages in states and
regions, to take measures
for socioeconomic develop-

| ment of the people for the

prosperity of the country
and secunty of food, water
and basic needs, to carry
out tasks systematically for
development of the water
sector and all-round man-
agement of water resources
that will be beneficial to the
people andto effectively and
successfully cooperate with
the international community
1n water related 15sues.

Mext, the vice chairman
and secretary of the commit-
tee explained the formation of
the national level committee,
adoption and implementation
of its objectives, water man-
agement, seeking of water
resources and future plans.

Then, the Union min-
1sters, the Nay Pyi1 Taw
Council chairman, officials,
region and state chief min-
1sters and mayors reported
on water-related activities,
measures for water resource
development, international
cooperation in water re-
source development, water
quality tests, river-water
pumping tasks, distribution
of drinking and irrigation
water, confinued measures
for water resource develop-
ment and requirements.

In response to the reports,
the Sentor General said us-
ing water needs ways to
seek water. As such, water
can come from storage of
rainwater and rniver-water
pumping. It 15 necessary to
cultivate the habit of saving
water Likewise, stored water
should be used efficiently for
irrigation and drinking water.
The country four major niv-
ers namely the Ayeyawady,
Chindwin, Sittoung and

Thanlwin. See Page 13
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And they need to be effi-
ciently used. Ways must be
sought to get irngation and
drinking water from those
rivers. Responsible depart-
ments need to seek such
ways, the Senior General
stressed.

In his concluding re-
mark, the senior General
said at today’s meeting, all
had discussed water-related
measures by the ministries
and organizations, coop-
eration with international
organizations, and future
plans of the committee.

Discussions and sugges-
tions will be of much help to
water resources management
and international coopera-
tion of curnation and imple-

mentation of water-related

projects.

Decrease in water re-
sources affects life and
health of human beings and
any other living creatures
as well as socioeconomic
life including livelihoods,
agriculture and livestock.
As water resources have
become less based on envi-
ronmental 1ssues and climate
change, 1t 15 necessary to
consider sustainable conser-
vation of forests and make
them green.

It 15 seen that short- and
long-term plans are being
implemented 1n some re-
gions and states to ensure
water availability in the
period of low water It 1s
necessary to boost intercrop-
ping production through

giving priority to nver water

pumping projects powered
by solar on both sides of
the four main rivers, Ay-
eyawady, Chindiwn, Sit-
taung and Thanlwin, and
plans should be made to uti-
lize niver water 1n summer,
rainy and cold seasons with
suitable systems. Doing so
will help get more water for
intercropping Asin the low
water period this year, meas-
ures to get water have been
taken as possible as we can,
preparation 1s to be made
now for the low water period
next year. Water availability
measures are to be prepared
in order to ensure an increase
in production through inter-
cropping without expanding
cultivated areas.
Previously, rain water

in the monseon was used

for cultivation water. If the
cropping pattern 1s applied
earlier than before without
anticipating rain water but
with the use of underground
water, agriculture businesses
will be more successful.
Therefore, it is necessary
to make plans for that As
our nation 1s a country with
a commodity production
industry mainly based on
agriculture, I have to make
such a suggestion.

When the State 15 provid-
ing support for development
of all sectors, our commit-
tee members are to work
together with ministries
concerned in order that the
committee will successfully
keep carrying out its water-
related tasks for water sector
100

development.

Export of 5,600 tons of rubber earns more
than US$6 million income

Nay Pyi Taw April 4

As prices of rubber 1is
on the rice, export volume
of rubber 15 larger, earning
more than T3$6 millien in
selling over 3,600 tons of
rubber in a week, according
to the Ministry of Com-

merce on 28 March.

At the end of Febru-
ary, rubber was priced
at U3§1,750 per ton and
TS$1.800 pertonin the first
week of March.

Hence, the domestic rub-
ber market manipulated at
K.,1400 per pound of rubber.

As such, earming of selling

rubber reached US8§6.956

millien 1n sale of 5,681

tons of rubber from 11 to
17 March.

In this regard, a total of
5,187 tons of rubber was
exported to foreign market
through shipping to earn
US$6.376 million and 494

tons through land border 1n
securing U580 58 million.
Myanmar sent 4,630
tons of rubber te China,
237 tons to Malaysia, 120
tons to India, 100 tons to
Bangladesh and 100 tons to
Koreain shipping.
Moreover, a total of 494
tons of rubber was exported
to China through land bor-
der. This year, a plan was
set to export some 300,000
tons of rubber to customer
countries this year, and so
far, 16,090 tons of rubber
has been exported to cus-
tomer countries in Jnauary
and 22,890 tons in February.
Chinais the largest mar-
ket of Myanmar in export of
rubber. Moreover, rubber 13
exported to Indonesia, Sin-
gapore, China Taipe:, Japan
and India. Myanmar pro-
duces more than 1 6 million
acres of rubber plantations
336

across the nation.

and robbing.

~

the general public.

for Elimination!

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CEPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH",
“NUG”, and “PDEF"” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 1s to protect the lives and property of

3 Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of itnnocent people.

of

Yangon to host 6™ International
Plastic Products Expo

Yangon April 4
The 6th International
Plastic Products Exzpo wall
be heldin Yangon, according
to the UMFECCI on 27 March.
The expo to be jointly
organized by Smart Expos
Fairs India Private Ltd of

India and Myanmar Plastic
Entrepreneurs Association
will take place at MNovotel
Hotel Yangon 1in Yangon
from 29 to 31 March 2023
The export will showcase
necessary raw materials for

plastic factonies, machinery

and matenals for printing and
packaging factories by entre-
preneurs from India, China,
Singapore and Myanmar
The 6th international
plastic products expo will
be the first one of hosting

international expo after the

Covid-19 Hence, those wish-
ing to engage the plastic
industries and to expand the
work establishment need to
observe the expo.
The export will last three
days and admission 1s free.
336

MNA to expand
more flights on
Yangon- Singapore-
Yangon route as
fom 23 April

Yangon April 4

The Myanmar National
Airlines decided to expandits
Hights to be operated along
Yangon-Sinagpore-Yangon
route as fro 23 Apnl 2023,
according to its pressrelease.

At present, MINA op-
erates Yangon-Singapore-
Yangon flight once a day. In
50 doing, the flight starts from
Yangon at 7.30 am and ar-
rives i Singapore at 12 noon.
It will depart from Singapore
at 1.15 pm Myanmar stand-
ard time and arrives back in
Yangon at 2.45 pm Myanmar
standard time.

As from 23 Apnl, MINA

will arrange two times for

the fight on Sunday, Tuesday
and Friday.

On those days, the flight
will leave Yangon at 3.25
pm and arnve in Singapore
at 745 pm local standard
ttme and i1t will take off from
Singapore at 8.43 pm local
standard time and arrive back
in Yangon at 10.15 pm My-
anmar standard time.

Air ticket for a trnip will
be USE185 perpassenger and
the round the trip T3§352
For further information, dial
+951379603~04~06~07~08
and +951377840~42 of the
call centre of MINA and
+65597912747, +6587116995
and +6392707058. 336

A plane from MNA.
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