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New Year Message of greetings delivered by Chairman
of State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri
Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing on New Year occasion in
1385 Myanmar Era Myanmar New Year Day,

13" Waning of Tagu 1385 ME
17 April 2023

I extend greetings to all people and
all ethnic national brethren to be auspi-
cious on the occasion of the Myanmar
WNew Year.

Today 15 New Year's Day of 1385 ME
when we all could overcome all challenges
in the old year with the concept that “The
strength of the nation lies within”, by giving
a helping hand to each other of the Union.
I believe we all would have the capacity to
pass the year 1385 ME with unity not less
than the previous year

Durning the past year, the State Adminis-
tration Council led by myself successfully
solved the Covid-19 pandemicissue through
the united strength of the government, Tat-
madaw and the people. Now, we are striving
for shaping a safe and healthy environment
for all citizens and creating good health
practices 1n the long run Food security 1s
important for all citizens to have a healthy
lifestyle.

The national cbjective was adopted to
encourage manufacturing based on agri-
culture and livestock farms which plays a
key role in the primary livelihoods of the
citizens so as to ensure food secunty.

Our country faced economic crises in

2021. As the internal strength was stronger

Senior,G eilra] Myanm ar,New Year greetings.

in 2022, productivity rose up. Eeopening
border trade to seme extent contributed to
running industries and rising about +3 per
cent for the State GDP. Itisnecessaryto op-
erate firm businesses as well as to encourage
domestic manufacturing for booming the
State economy The government 1s encour-
aging MEME businesses. I firmly believe
that if people strive for exporting greater
products, this year’'s economic development

will be higher than the previous years. The

=

family spirit is the backbone of a family
and the Union spint 1s the lifeblood of a
Tnion as well. If we all value the shade of
the Union as our lives in doing everything,
the development momentum of the nation
will not halt. T believe we will reach our
goal without fail.

Peace and tranquillity are essential
for the democratization of the nation.
The countries facing terror acts will delay

development. If everybody makes ef-

forts with righteousness and honesty for
the sake of the nation and the Union, the
country will have developed in line with
the "Keep Moving Forward to Achieve
Our Goal™.

Likewise, the success of a person de-
pends on the accumulation of knowledge
and skills. It shows everybody needs to
have an education. Se, the enhancement of
school education for all school-age children
with the national spirit will bring prosperity
to the country.

Everybody knows man matters most
4 man participates 1n all measures such
as political, sccial and economic matters.
Leadership, obedience and the creation of
humans are crucial 1n all aspects. If we all
actively and adorably serve our duties in
cooperation with each other in respective
sectors, the country will achieve victory
without fail as we anticipate. On the auspi-
cious occasion of the early period in 1385
ME, I would like to urge all to serve the
interests of the State while amending the
weakness and enhancing the strong points
of the old year.

Let’s join hands to serve the interests of
the nation in unison!

Thank you all.

Work orders, statue offers higher
at bronze casting in Mandalay

Mandalay April 18

Bronze casting indus-
tries in Mandalay get work
orders and statue offers at
home on a daily basis, earn-
ing incomes, said U Aung
Aung Moe, Pyae Wa bronze
casting industry 1n Amara-
pura Township of Mandalay
ERegion.

Currently, bronze cast-
ing industry owners and
traders are operating their
businesses with cost effec-
tiveness. Before Thingyan
festival, the industries are
scheduled to cast statues of
venerable monks. They take
K&.5 million per a portray
and bronze statues are K18

million to X1 9 millien per
three feet high one and K2.5
million per 3.5 feethigh one.

“Most of the offers are
portraying images in the
bronze casting industry.
During this period, we have
traded bronze Buddha 1im-
ages in three or 3.5 feet in
height. All the industries
boomed their businesses. At
present, we have to cast three
venerable Buddhist monk
statues to be completed be-
fore Thingyan festival,” he
explained.

The industry owner con-
tinued, “We take charges of
images depending on the
sizes. Now, bronze price

15 high, so we can charge
the possible prices for the
bronze statues. When actual
paymentis given for charges
of the image, we exactly
take the honorarium We
make the best artistic works
for the offer with high qual-
ity bronze. As from last 50
years, We have been main-
taining out quality products
and we decide to continue
maintaining our quality.”
The bronze casting in-
dustry focuses on casting
all forms of hand postures
and portraits. These bronze
statues are sent to all parts
of the nation depending on

185

the offer letters.

Lashio Township sends 700,000
viss of onion to Yangon
within one month

Lashio April 18

A total of 700,000 wviss
of onion flew into Yangon
market from Lashio of Shan
State within one month pe-
rnod, said Daw Htar Htar Y1,
owner of an onion brokerage
in Lashio.

Local onion brokerages
in Lashio Township pur-
chase onton from local farm-
ers and send them to Yangon
market. Those from Lashio
could send 520,000 wiss of
onion to Yangon in Febru-
ary but 700,000 from 1 to
31 March

“Brokers from Lash-
10 Township could send
700,000 wiss of onion to
Yangon market alone last
month Its onion volume was
larger than that of March
Currently, demand of on-
ion 1s high in the domestic
market. As onion stock of
other regions flows lesser
to Yangon, onion from Shan
State 15 sent to Yangon. It
15 expected to send greater
volume of onion to Yangon
before Maha Thingyan festi-
wval Current prices of onion

are cost effective for local

farmers. As onion demand
15 high, other related busi-
nesses are booming,” she
added

Price of onion sent from
Lashio to Yangon market
are set at 300,000 per 100
viss. As volume of onion
sent to Yangon market is
larger, local onion growers,
businesspersons, truck driv-
ers and OWnNers are enjoying
fruits of their businesses.
Moreover, transport route
of onmton from Lashio to
Yangon 15 smooth.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin
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More than 43,000 acres of summer and
paddy and other crops irrigated by
Hsedawgyl Dam

Mandalay April 18

More than 43,000 acres
of summer paddy and other
crops have been grown with
irrigation facilities from
Hsedawgyi Dam 1n Madaya
Township of Mandalay Ee-
gion, said U Myo Min Thant,
assistant director of Irmiga-
tion ad Water Utnlization

Photo shows part of Hsedawgyi Dam.

Management Department of
Mandalay Eegion

It was known that
Hsedawgyi Dam isirrigating
summer paddy plantatios in
the townships of Mandalay
Eegion. This year, Madaya
Township has grown 38,304
acres of summer paddy,

Patheingy1 Township 2,267

acres and Amarapura Town-
ship, 43,972 acres with other
crops against the target of
71,161 acres with the irrga-
tion water from Hsedawgyi
Dam.

“hs 1 April,
Hsedawgyi Dam is supply-

from

ing water to summer paddy

plantations 1n the irngated

townships So far, town-

ships have grown 42,352

 acres of summer paddy and

1,620 acres of other crops.
Today's Hsedawgy: Dam
stores 398.2 feet deep of

| wateras 226,860 acre feet of

water The dam wnll irnigate

summer paddy plantations

for having success,” said the
-
assistant director

According to the sched-
ules, the dam will irrigate
42 275 acres of summer
paddy 1n Madaya and 295
acres of other crops, 19,066
acres of summer and 239
acres of other crops in Pathe-
ingy1, 6,178 acres of summer
paddy and 3,114 acres of
other crops in Amarapura
and 44 acres of summer
paddy and 71,161 acres of
other crops in Chanmyat-
hazi for having successful
185

thriving of crops.

civil servants including schoolteachers, and

and robbing.

the general public.

for Eliminationtof:

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CEPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH",
“NUG”, and “PDEF"” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 1s to protect the lives and property of

3 Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of itnnocent people.

Pre-monsoon sunflower to be
cultivated for production of
quality sunflower seeds

Yam ethin April 18

A plan 1s underway to
grow pre-monsoon sunfl ower
on 50 acres of croplands
in Yamethin Township this
summer through irrigation
facilities to produce quality
sunflower seeds and these
seeds will be distnbuted to
local growers for cultivation
of monsoon and cold season
sunflower plantations, smd U
Aung Myo Thant, head of Ya-
methin Township Agriculture
Department.

In this regard, the depart-
ment will use Hsinshwekya-2
and Yezin hybnid-1 sunfl ower
strains for cultivation on 50
acres of croplands in the
first week of Apnil. In so do-
ing, the plantations will be
separated as female and male
lines under the supervision
of the department Quality
sunflower seeds will be dis-
tributed to local farmers 1in
coming monscon and cold
season.

*Sunflower plants are

grown for ensuring local
o1l sufficiency. On the other
hand, 1t atms to reduce import
volume of palm o1l abroad
cunflower o1l 15 healthy for
all consumers. Among oil
crops, sunflower is easy to
be grown by farmers. As the
plants can thrive 1 all parts
of the nation, seed production
measures are being taken
for distnbution to the whole
nation The quality seeds of
sunflower are purposed for
monsoon and cold season

cultivation,” he explained.
The pre-monscon sun-

flower will be planted 1n ||

Yamethin Township for pro-
duction of sunflower seeds.
Hsinshwekya-2 and Yezin
hybrid-1 take B0 to 85 days
for thriving As a plan 1s
under way to expand sown
acreage of sunflower plan-
tations, quality seeds of 50
acres of croplands will be
distributed systematically to
local growers.

185

Brocolli from PyinOoLwin marketable
in Mandalay market

Mandalay April 18

Brocelli from PyinOoL-
win region flows into Thin
Malar green grocery market
in Aungmyethazan District
of Mandalay and its demand
15 still high in the market,
said U Aung Moe Naing,
owner of Aung Brokerage
in Mandalay

Somefive truckloads of

brocolli from PyinOoLwin
region flow into the vegeta-
ble market in Mandalay on a
daily basis, and the vegeta-
ble fetches K700 to K800 per
flower in the market.
“Brocollt can be pro-
duced at PyinOoLwin re-
gion. Its demand 1s hill at
high prices The vegetables

flow inte the markets of

Mandalay daily. Brocolli
from Aungban also flows
into the same market but 1ts
volumeislesser. Other kinds
of vegetables such as toma-
to, cabbage, potato, mustard,
chickpea, bitter gourd, white
mustard, carrot and onion
are also marketable,” sad
the brokerage owner.

Brocolli 15 grown 1n sur-

rounding areas of PyinOoL-
win. The vegetables come
out 1n the market but same
vegetabel has not come out
yet in other regions. Bro-
colli can be grown all the
year round, benefiting the
farmers. At present, Thin
Malar green grocery mar-
ket 15 open from 4 am to

8 pm daily. 185

Foreign trade
value reaches
USS$33 billion in
2022-2023

fiscal year
-

|
|

'“J_i

Sl

angon portthandling'cargo.t

Nay Pyi Taw April 18

Foreign trade value of
Myanmar reached over
US$33,925.086 million 1n
the 2022-2023 fiscal year
from Apnl 2022 to March
2023, said U Min Aung Aye,
deputy director of the Trade
Policy Division under the
Ministry of Commerce.

Dunng the period, goods
worth U5$16,575 334 mil-
lion were exported and
goods worth U3$17,349 752
million imported.

“In the previous financial
year, we exported goods
worth U3$10,489 088 mil-

lion via mantime routes and

goods worth TT3$6,086.246
million via border routes
totalling US$16,575 334
million. In the tmport sec-
tor also, we imported goods
worth T5514,865.2 million
via maritime routes and
goods worth U3§2 484 552
million via border routes
totalling US$17,349 752
millien,” satd U Min Aung
Aye.

The 2022-2023 FY saw
a surplus of foreign trade
worth over TS$3 billion as
the trade value 1n the 2021-
2022FY was US$33,925.086
millioen, according to official

trade figures. ASH
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