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More than 500,000 people visit
Mann Shwesettaw Pagoda Buddha
Pujaniya festival in Minbu Township

sofae oo

Minbu April 19

More than 500,000 peo-
ple from four corners of the
nation paid visits to Mann
Shwesettaw Pagoda Buddha
Pujaniya festival in Minbu
Township of Magway Ee-
gion, said U Khin Maung

Soe, member of the pagoda
board of trustees.

The festival last from 25
January 2023 to 17 Apnl,
more than 300,000 people
from various parts of the
nation visited the pagoda.
Among them, number of

the pilgrims was the largest
in Apnl

“In April, number of
pilgrims bound for the pa-
goda was more than 70,000
per day. On the holidays,
number of travellers reached
some 100,000, Most of trav-

ellers made a day trip. More
than 500,000 travellers paid
visits to the pagoda dur-
ing more than 80 days,” he
added

Board authorities ar-
ranged more than 600 lodges

for pilgrims and allowed

. more than 400 shops for

convenience of travellers

{ with food supplies. During

the period, travellers arrived
at the pagoda with the use of
more than 56,000 vehicles.
Moreover, Aung Mann
Maw small bus line ran its
vehicles to transport travel-
lers along Minbu-Shweset-
taw route from 6 am to 6 pm
The bus line used 10 Starex
and Vongo vehicles as com-
muters along the aforesaid
route and 20 more vehicles

along the hilly road ASH

49 bridges under construction in Kachin
State with 44 completed bridges

Nay Pyi Taw April 19

The Ministry of Con-
struction stated that a total
of 49 bridges are under con-
struction 1n Kachin State
and 49 bridges have been
completed

The Department of
Bridges under the Ministry
15 implementing the bridge
projects across the nation.

In this regard, the de-
partment has constructed 49
bridges—14 on Myitkyina-
Sumprabum-Putac road, 10
on Mamti-Tanai-Pansawng
road, eight on Shwebo-
Myitkyina road, three on
Machanbaw-Prukha-Eap-
baw-MNagmon road, two on

Magweza-Khaunglanpyu

road and 10 on Mandalay-
Lashio-Bhamo-Myitkyina
road

Among 14 bridges on
Myitkyina-Sumprabum -
Putao road, 12 bridges have
been completed and two
more bridges are under con-
struction. Ten of 11 bridges
on Namti-Tanai-Pasawng
road, one bridge 1s being
upgraded.

Moreover, eight bridg-
es on Sshwebo-Myitkyina
road have been completed,
and three on Machanbaw-
Prukha-Rapbaw-Nagmon
road and one in Machanbaw
have been built. Meanwhile,
two of three bridges on Mag-

weza-Khaunglanphu road

have been completed and the
last one isunder construction

Nine bridges on Manda-
lay-Lashio-Bham o-Myitkyi-
naroad were completed, and
Bala Min Htin bnidge-2 1s

under construction.

It was reported that a
total of 44 bridges have been
constructed 1n Kachin State.
Four bridges are under con-
struction and one 15 being

upgraded.

India to have more
people than China by
mid-2023, UN says

Delhi April 19

India 15 set to overtake
China to become the most
populous country in the
world by the middle of this
year, data released by the
United Nations shows.

India's population 1s ex-
pected to reach 14286 bil-
lion - 2.9 million more than
its neighbour on 1.4257
billion

The Asian nations have
accounted for more than a
third of the global population
for over 70 years.

China's birth rate has
plunged recently with 1its
population shrinking last
year for the first time since
1961.

India's population fore-
cast provided in the United
Mations Population Fund
(UNFPA) State of World
Population report is an es-
timate since there has been
no census in the country
since 2011

Alzo, the UN says their
estimate does not include
the population of China's

two Spectal Administrative

Regions - Hong Kong and
Macau - or the island of
Tarwan, which Beijing sees
as a breakaway province to
be unified with the mainland
one day. Tmiwan sees itself
as distinct from the Chinese
mainland, with its own con-
stitution and dem ecratically-
elected leaders.

In Movember, the gleobal
population crossed 8 billion.
But experts say growth 1s
not as rapid as it used to be
and is now at its slowest rate
since 1950

Both India and China
have seen declines in their
fertility rates This meansin
China, the pepulation will
start declining next year, de-
spite the country abandoning
1ts one-child pelicy in 2016
and introducing incentives
for couples to have two or
more children.

Soaring living costs
and the growing number of
women joining the work-
force are among other fac-
tors being blamed for the

slowdown in China.
BBC

Over 200,000 visitors arrived in Sagaing and
Mingun regions from Jan to March this year

Sagaing April 19

More than 200,000 travel-
lers visited the Sagaing and
Mingun regions in Sagaing
Eegion from January to the
third week of Apnl this year,
said U Moe Aung Kyaw, CEC
member of Sagaing Begion
Hoteliers Association

Major tour sites in the re-

gion are Kaunghmudaw, Soon
Oo Ponyashin and Umin Tho-
nese pagodas in Sagaing, the
Pahtodaw and Mya Theindan
pagodas and the Two-Lion
Jetty 1in Mingun Most visi-
torsincluding foreign tourists
are from Yangon, Bago and
Mandalay regions.

“From January to March

this year, over 190,000 local
visttors and over 9,000 for-
eign visitors came to Sagaing
and Mingu regions, which
are major tour sites,” U Aung
Moe Eyaw said.

A pilot project for barrier-
free tourism for people with
disabilities has been planned

at Kaungmudaw Pagoda in

Sagaing Township and Mya
Thein Dan Pagodain Mingun
region.

MMoreover, measures are
being taken to provide safe
and clean accommodation
for both local and foreign
visitors during their travel
programmes for Sagaing and

Mingu regions. ASH

Macron tries to es-
cape French pension
row with street song

Paris April 19
Even a traditional sing-

song with a group of young

| | Parisians 15 fraught with sk

for a president attempting to
persuade France to accept
an unpopular increase in the
pension age.

Emmanuel Macron had
given a TV address on Tues-
day regretting "no consensus
could be found® on the re-
form when he went for awalk
with his wife Brigitte.

He joined some men sing-
ing a song he remembered
from his grandmother.

But it was shared by a
Facebook group reportedly
set up by the far nght.

The young singers were
part of a Panisian choir sing-
ing tracitional songs on a
street in the sizth district in
Paris,

One of them approached

President Macron asling him
to join 1n a rendition of an
old song from the Pyrenees
called "Le Refuge"
sang on a trip to the French

,which he

mountain range last year.

The men, who were part
of the local Saint Longin
choir, were apparently using
a mobile phone app to read
the words of the song created
by the Canto project

Last October, left-leaning
newspaper Libération re-
vealed that the project, set
up to promote the memory
of traditional songs, had been
founded and run by far-right
activists.

Songs included French
classics and nursery thymes,
but also others with a more
questionable past including
songs linked to the Spanish
fascist Falange of the 1930s

and Nazi Germany BBC
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More than 320 cargo ships admitted at
Yangon ports in 2022-23 FY to handle
over 3.2 million tons of commodities

=AScarg hpri:llu

Yangon April 19
Myanma Port Author-
ity stated that Yangon in-

Lport.
Sty Sl -

ternational ports admit-
ted docking of more than

320 cargoe ships and han-

{

dled more than 3.2 millien
tons of cargo in 2022-23

fiscal year

During the period, Yan-
gon international ports
admitted decking of 654
container ships, 311 fuel
tankers, 100 o1l tankers and
325 general cargo ships.

MPA arranged smooth
process of freight handling
at the ports for imported
commodities.

In so doing, the ports
handled 3.258 mallion tons

of export and 1mport car-

. gos from325 general cargo

ships, including 1.484 mail-
lion tons of export goods
and 1.774 million tons of
import commedities

336

Export of groundnut earns more than
US$40 million of foreign exchange
in 2022-23 FY

Nay Pyi Taw April 19

The Ministry of Com-
merce stated that Myanmar
earned more than U3§40
million in export of ground-
nut to foreign market in
2022-23 fiscal year.

Myanmar exports more
than 20 kinds of pulses and
beans to foreign markets. In
2022-23fiscal year, ground-
nut stands 6th position 1n
the largest volume of export
among other agricultural
produce.

In the fiscal year, pulses
and beans export earned
US$1,470.661 million.
Black bean export stood
first with T3§531.797 mil-

lion, followed by green gram
TSE489 089 mullien, pigeon
pea US$187 393 million,
rice bean USE60 771 mil-
lion, kidney bean US$50 31
million and groundnut
TS5$40.16 million.

In this regard, ground-
nut was exported through
shipping to earn TUS§2 531
million and land border
SUS40.16 million.

In 2022-23 fiscal year,
export groundnut was the
products without husk Ear-
ly-monsoon groundnut 1s
grown from May to first
week of June, late mon-
soon from September to first

weel of October, and winter

groundnut from MNovember
to third week of December.

Local farmers use Hsin-
padetha-1, Hsinpadetha-2,
Hsinpadtha-3, 4, 5, 6§ and 7,
Hsinpadetha-11, Magway-
Sm 10, 11, 12, 13 and 15
and Kyaunggon 2 strains of

- T LS
« nq‘.i';'g;f\l. ) g
? PP ]
p G uts for sale at amar
B ™ ey U e

groundnuts.

Winter groundnut starts
inflow to the market from
the fourth week of February
till the end of March. Before
Thingyan festival, ground-
nut was traded at £105,000

per basket. 336

and robbing.

“NUG”,

the general public.

for Eliminationtof:

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CEPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH",
and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 1s to protect the lives and property of

3 Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of itnnocent people.

Myanmar imports industrial raw
materials mostly in 2022-2023 FY

Nay Pyi Taw April 19

Myanmar imported
industrial raw materials
mostly in 2022-2023 FY,
according to repoerts from
the Ministry of Commerce.

Myanmar 15 exporting
goods to foreign customer
market countries as well
as importing the goods
required for the country
from foreign trading partner

countries.

In the process of 1m-
portation, they are divided
into four import groups:
investment goods group, in-
dustrial raw materials group,
consumer goods group and
CMP goods group.

In the 2022-2023
FY, Myanmar imported
TUS5$17,349.752 millien for
these groups.

As a result, the largest
import was from industnal
raw materials group with
TS5$8,293.414 million, and
the second largest import
was from investment goods
with TS583,6258 843 millien.

Sumalarly, the consum-
er goods group was the
third most imperted with
T5$2,930.064 million, and
CMP products were the

fourth most imported with
US$2,497 431 million.

Not only small and me- :

dium enterprises, indus- |

trial enterprises, invest-
ment industries, but also
home-based businesses are
ETOWINE.

As aresult, the demand
for industnial raw materials
forthese businesseshas also

increased. 336

Govt. plans to invite
open tender to buy
construction materi-
als for Chindwin
(Tamanthi) Bridge in
2023-2024 FY

Hom alin April 19
Private entrepreneurs will
beinvitedfor open tenders for
the construction equipment
for the Chindwin (Tamanthi)
Bridge's in 2023-2024 FY,

according to reports from the

Ministry of Construction.

Chindwin (Tamanthi)
Bridge 15 a bridge that will
connect Leshi town in Naga
self-administrative zone and
Sum Ma Rar sub-township
through Tamanth: from Ping-
mar Village located in Mile
post 247 on the Thetkaekyin-
Phaungpyin-Homalin-Khamt
road,

Tt was built on January 19,

2021, at a cost of 33 ballion
kyats, under the responsibil-
ity of construction team (2)
of the Bridge Department of
the Ministry of Construction.

It 15 a type of steel arch
bridge with a length of 801
meters, abnidge load capacity
of 75 tons, a traffic width of
8.5 meters, and a main bridge
length of 4835 meters.

The bridge's approach
and main pier foundations
are being constructed with
reinforced concrete piers.

It wrill be planned to com-
plete before the 2025 Naga
Wew Year Festival.
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