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- Russia-China traderemains strong
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Vice Chairman of State Administration Council
Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Senior General Soe Win
addresses coordination meeting of board of patrons,
leading committee for organizing auspicious ceremonies

to mark full

Nay Pyi Taw April 20

A coordination meeting of the
board of patrons and the leading
committee for organizing ceremo-
nies to mark the full moon day of
Kason - Buddha Day was held at
the meeting hall of the Ministry
of Religious Affairs and Culture
in Nay Py1 Taw at 2 pm today and
Chairman of the Board of Patrons
for Organizing Auspicious Cer-
emonies to mark the full moon
day of Kason (Buddha Day) of
the State Administration Council
of the Pepublic of the Union of
Myanmar Vice Chairman of the
SAC Vice-Senior General Soe Win
addressed the meeting.

Also present at the meeting
were union ministers, the chair-
man of the Nay Py1 Taw Council,
the commander of the Nay Py1
Taw Command, deputy ministers,
permanent secretaries, directors
general and officials.

First, the meeting began with
a three-time recitation of Mame
Tassa.

At the meeting, the Vice-Sen-
1or General delivered an address,
saying as the full moon day of
Kason (Buddha Day) marks the
four significant events in the life
of Thatbyinnyu Buddha or the
lord of three world such asreceiv-

™
- esthewuﬁ?cuurdﬁmﬁnnmeethg. h

ing divine prophecy, being given
birth to, attaining enlightenment
and entering Maha Parinibanna,
according to the record known as
prophecy, birth, bodhi trees and
Parinibanna, Myanmar Buddhists
regard the day as their holiest day

As the Buddha attained en-
lightenment under the Maha Bodhi
tree on the full moon day of Kason,
Buddhists have organized ceremo-
nies to mark the full moon day of
Kason (Buddha Day) or festival to
pour water at the foot of banyan
trees as one of their 12 Myanmar
traditional festivals

As the Maha Bodhi tree was
one of the seven birthmates of
the would-be Buddha, Prince Si1d-
dhartha and contributed a lot to
his enlightenment, it 15 regarded
as one of the Pnbawga Zedis As
pouring water at the foot of Maha
Bodhi trees in Kason 1n summers,
when groundwater has dried up,
contributes to flourishing and
longevity of Maha Bodhi trees
and amounts to paying obeisance
to the living Buddha, 1t will bring
the same benefits of stability and
prosperity of the country and peace
of mind of all 1ts citizens.

Asthe full moon day of Kason
on which water is poured at the

foot banyan trees1s one of the holi-

-~

ests days of Buddhists, the United
MNations General Assembly held on
13December, 1999 designated the
day as International Vesak day or
Visakha day under its reselution
34/115

The ceremony to offer water to
Maha B odhi trees in the precinct of
the Uppatasanti Pagoda in Nay Py1
Taw in the past was organized by
the Nay Py1 Taw Council and the
pagoda board of trustees but 1t 15
the third year since the ceremony
has been orgamized as a national
level one.

On the full moon day of Kason,
the ceremony will be organized on
a grand scale as a national level
one by scheduling five sessions
such as offering alms and day
meals to monks to commem orate
the Buddha Day, holding paper
reading session marking the Bud-
dha Day, erganizing Kason water
offering ceremony, offering lights
in processions and delivering
Dhamma sermons in the precinct
of the pagoda in the Nay Py1 Taw
Union Territory.

With the Kason water offering
ceremony, religious events on the
Buddha Day will be held at the
State level. To successfully hold
the events, the Order No. 82/2023
to form the Patron Body and the

Steering Committee was 1ssued
by the Office of State Administra-
tion Council on April 11. With the
working committee, the Ministry
of Culture and Eeligious Affairs,
the steering commaittee, had given
assignments on Aprl 18 through
forming 13 sub-committees.

The matter to select the four
Sayadaws who will read papers
on four significant events of the
Buddha at the paper reader event
on the Buddha Day was submaitted
to the Sitagu Sayadaw, chancellor
of Sitagu Buddhist Academies, and
three Rector Sayadaws of three
Buddhist Academies and matter to
enable the three Bector Sayadaws
to act as a board of chairmen

The event to carry oil lamp
posts will be held in accordance
with the State level For that
event, 80 men and 1000 women
have been prepared to participate
in the event It is believed that
the event will be convenient and
smooth as coordination has been
already made with the ministries
concerned to get the number of
vehicles necessary ready for that
event.

The ministries concernedneed
to properly decorate the vehicles
which will participate in the parade

of demonstration in accerdance

moon day of Kason- Buddha Day

with the State level as the Staterun
media will broadecast a live show
on the event.

Asthe Mahalfingalar ceremo-
nies will be held 1n five parts, 1t
15 to systematically take security
measures at the venues for the
relevant events with a sense of
consciousness and attentiveness
on security until the end of events.
Sub-committees are to carry out
therr tasks 1n accordance with the
directives on COVID-19 preven-
tion and control. The Vice-Senior
General urged the attendees to
openly present their suggestions
to the meeting.

Then, Chairman of Leading
Committee Union Minister T
Ko Ko briefed on grandly hold-
ing the Kason Water Offering
Ceremony and Mingalar events
in Buddha Day at the
and Deputy MMnister T Aye Tun
on the schedule of the ceremony

State level

and events.
HNext, the sub-commaittees re-
ported on their sector-wise tasks
on the ceremony and events to the
meeting
Later, the Vice-

made coordination on the sugges-

Senor General

tions and reports and gave neces-
sary instructions
100
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More large container ships dock at
Yangon international ports in 2022-2023 FY

Yangon April 20
Large container ships
docked the most at Yangon
international ports 1n 2022-
2023 FY, according to re-
ports from the MyanmaPort
Authority (MPA).

More and more export
and import activities have
been carried out through the
seatrade route 1n Myanmar's
trade sector.

Therefore, in the current

trade sector of Myanmar, the

Am: :mm

HOSCOW MERSY,

export and import activities
from the border trade route
15 only about 29%% and the
export and import activities
from the sea trade route has
increased to 71%.

According to these

conditions, the arrival of
large international com-
mercial ships at Yangon
international ports has also
increased.

Therefore, up te 1,390
international cargo ships
docked at Yangon's inter-
national ports 1o 2022-
2023 FY.

Among the large interna-
tional cargo ships, there are
325 general cargo ships, 311
large o1l tankers, 100 large

tankers carrying cooking

o1l and 654 large container
ships arrived at Yangon in-
ternational ports in 2022-
2023 FY, with the largest
number of large container
ships docked at Yangon
international ports.

336

Tamu border trade station earns
a trade surplus of over US$3 million
in 2022-2023 FY

Tamu April 20

The Tamu border trade
station has achieved a trade
surplus of more than TS§3
million in 2022-2023 FY,
according to reports from
the Ministry of Commerce.

Tamu border trade sta-
tion 15 a border trade station
that conducts border trade
with India, and although the
volume of trade 15 lower than
other border trade stations, 1t
15 @ border trade station that

can achieve annual trade

surplus.

Therefere, as a border
trade station, Tamu was able
to generate annual trade sur-
plus even though the volume
of trade was low.

The decrease in trade
volume of the Tamu border
trade station 1n the 2021-
2022 mini-budget period
1s due to the outbreak of
Covid-19.

The border trade sta-
tion 15 exporting various
goods from MNan Phar Lone

market to India, during the
first week of April, which is

the first weelk of the current

_ﬂnr

br: dge on'the border between Myanmar and India.

fiscal year, and 1t 15 mainly
importing hair from India as

well. 336

and robbing.

~

the general public.

for Elimination!

1 Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CEPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH",
“NUG”, and “PDEF"” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 1s to protect the lives and property of

3 Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of itnnocent people.

of

Yemen: Almost 80 die in Ramadan

Sanaa April 20

At least 78 people have
been lkilled in a crush at a
school 1n Yemen's rebel-
held capital, Sanaa, during a
charity event for Ramadan,
officials say.

The incident began after
hundreds crowded into a
narrow street in the Bab al-
Yemen area late on Wednes-
day to gethandouts of §9 (£7)
from a merchant.

Video showed people

screaming for help and others

trying to pull them free.

Later footage appeared to
show dozens of bodies on the
ground, as well as shoes and
clothing strewn over steps.

Officials from the rebel
Houtht movement accused
erganisers of failing to co-
orcdinate with local authori-
ties and said they had been
detained.

Yemen has been dev-
astated by a civil war that
escalated in 2015, when the
Iran-aligned Houthis seized

crush at Sanaa school

control of large parts of the
west of the country from the
internationally-recognised
government and a Saudi-led
coalition intervenedin an ef-
fort to restore its rule.

The fighting has report-
edly left more than 150,000
people dead and triggered
one of the world's worst hu-
manitarian crises, with two
thirds of the population - 21.7
million people - in need of
some form of aid.

Poor people made their

way to the Maeen School 1n
central Sanaa on Wednesday
night after being told that
a local merchant would be
handing out zakat (alms) to
mark the end of the Islamic
holy month of Ramadan.
The head of the Hou-
this' Supreme Eevolutionary
Council, Mohammed Al
al-Houthi, posted a photo on
Twitter apparently showing
hundreds of people queuing
outside the school before
the crush. ERC

Sudan conflict:
'I'm drinking water
from the River Nile'

Khartoum April 20

After six days of fierce
fighting that have brought
normal life to ahaltin Sudan's
capital, Khartoum, T have left
my house for the first time.

Although T can stll hear
explosions and gunfire across
the city, L had no choice.

We have run out of water.

“ | So I have driven to the River

Mile.

Athome Thave been shel-
tenng inside with my wife and
children. Clashes have been
happening near my house.
When we hear shelling we
hide under the furniture to try
and protect ourselves.

The bombing has hit key
infrastructure, like water
pipes. So we have no running
water and the electricity and
internet supply is cutting in
and out. So I went to anearby
store to try and buy water
and essentials - but the shop
was shut

Many families, like mine,
are in the same position -
stuck in their houses for days
on end, runmng out of water
and food

S0 I decided to risk the
journey to one of the longest
rvers i the world 1n search
of dninking water.

I drove in my car. Most of
the gas stations are closed, and
the prices are getting higher
But I have fuel.

I've been reporting from
Sudan for almost two decades.

I've covered protests and
military coups before, but
this coverage 1s the most dif-
ficult because it's happening
right on the streets around
me. It feels like death 15 all
around us.

A s ITmake my way to the
river, groups of people, like
me, are flocking to this area,
which 15 one of the places
where people are collecting
water

They come here to bathe,
to wash things and to get
drinking water

In this part of Sudan the
White and Blue Mile move
in parallel before mixing
together to form the Mile as 1t
starts its course to Egypt

As T stand on the west
bank of the nver, known as
the White Mile, specifically
in the Fatehab area of Omdur-
man, I can see in the distance
plumes of smoke nising from
the combat zone, where heavy
fighting continues despite the
promise of a 24-hour ceasefire
from both sides. ERC
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