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Funeral rites of Bhamo Sayadaw, Chairman of State

o

Nay Pyi Taw June &

Chairman of State Sang-
ha Maha Nayaka Commattee
Patron of Bhamo Monastery,
Maha Nwezin Ward, Maha
Aungmyay Township, Man-
dalay Eegion, Sayadaw Ab-
hidhaja MMaha Eattha Gurm
Abhidhaja Agga Maha Sadd-
hamma Jotika Dr Bhaddanta
Kumarabhivamsa passed
away peacefully at 11.11
pm on 7™ waxing day of
MNayon 1385 ME {25 May
(Thursday) 2023} at the age
of 94, vasa 74. Funeral rites
of the Sayadaw were held at
the monastery this afternoon.

Present were eminent
Sayvadaws led by Secre-
tary of SSMNC Patron of
Minkyaung Pathamabyan
Eeligious School in Thanlyin
Sayadaw Agga Maha Pan-
ditaAggaldaha Saddhamma
Jotikadhaja Dr Bhaddanta
Candimabhivamsa and State
Owvadacaniya Vice Sangha
Raja of Shwekyin Nikaya
Chancellor of Sitagu Inter-
national Buddhist Academies
Sayadaw Abhidhaja Maha
Eattha Guru Abhidhaja Agga

| e

Maha Saddhamma Jotikad-
haja Dr Bhaddanta MNyanis-
sara, Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing and wife Daw
Kyu Eyu Hla, SAC Joint
Secretary Lt-Gen Ye Win

Do and wife, SAC mem- -

ber Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, union
mintsters, the Mandalay
Eegion chief minister, senior
military officers from Office
of Commander-in-Chief and
wives, the Central Com-
mand commander, devotees,
members of Sangha, nuns,
Buddhist association, asso-
ciations of other faiths, and
local people.

The congregation led by

the Senior General received !

the Five Precepts from Than-
lyin Minkyaung Sayadaw.
Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing, Union Minister for
Eeligious Affairs and Culture
T Ko Ko, Chief Minister U
Myo Aung, and Command
Commander Maj-Gen Ko
Ko Oo covered the coffin in
which the remains of Bhamo
Sayadaw were placed with a

"

Se:niflrl G ' al Aung
BE

holy velvet.
Thanlyin Minkyaung
Sayadaw read out the mes-

sage of condolence. The
Tnion MinisterforEAand C

e

Senior G

read out the message of com-
miserations. Of the messages
of condolence sent by inter-
nal and external leaders and
religious associations, the

message sent by the Prime
Minister of 51 Lanka and the

message sent by the chair-
man Sayadaw of Amarapura
Sangha Counecil in S Lanka
were read out by an official
of region government, the

message sent by the Pope
was read out by Cardinal
Charles Bo, Archbishop of
Yangon Cathelic Archdio-
cese, the message sent by All
Myanmar Islam Association
was read out by U Wunna

Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee, held

Shwe, the message sent by
the Buddhist Association of
Chinawas read out by an of-
ficial of region government.

The Sentor General and

wife presented offertories to
Thanlyin Minkyaung Say-
adaw. Other attendees also
presented effertories to Bud-
dhist monks.

Wember of State Central
Working Committee of the

Sangha Patron of Masceyein
Taikthit, Mandalay Say-
adaw Agga IMMaha Pandita
Maha Dhammalathika Ba-
hujanahitadhara Bhaddanta

WVasethabhivamsa delivered
a sermon, and the congrega-
tion shared the merits gained.
Master of ceremonies
read out the brief biography

of Bhamo Sayadaw.
See Page 13
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Devoteesled by the Sentor
General asked for forgiveness
of sins and paid respects to the
Sayadaw's remains.

At the second phase of
the ceremony, the remains
were conveyedto the funeral
ground in Chanmyathazi
Tewnship After the MC
made a request to convey
the remains to the decorated
Karaweik carriage, eight
devotee monks carried the
remains to the archway, eight
dignitaries led by the Senior
General from the archway to
the designated place, eight
steering committee members
and eight relatives from the
respective designated places
to the decorate carriage.
Then the remains were con-
veyed to the crematorium 1n
the funeral ground.

The Karaweik decorated
float carrying the remains
of the Sayadaw flanked by
administration vehicles, ve-
hicles of State Ovadacaniya
Sayadaws and Maha Nayaka
Sayadaws, the vehicles car-
rying pictures of the Say-
adaw, vehicles of religious
flag bearers and disciples,
vehicles of royal ceremonial

troupes, 500 monks each 1n

east and west positions of
the Karaweik decorated float,
relatives andreligious associ-
ation, was pulled by 50 dise1-
ples each and local residents
on both sides of the decorated
Hoat Aleng the route, mem-
bers of the Sangha, nuns and
disciple people also flanked
the decorated float.

In the third portion of
the ceremony, the final nites
ceremony took place. Con-
wveyance of the remains of the
Sayadaw was started by eight
members of the Sangha onto
the incineration chamber,
and the officials of the region
government conveyedit onto
the decorated float.

The master of ceremo-
nies supplicated convey-
ance of the remains onto the
incineration chamber with
the Abhiyvacana Nimantana
Gatha and the remains was
conveyed onto the chamber
on the agenda

The Semor General paid
homage to the remains of the
Sayadaw.

They all led by members
of the Sangha paid homage
to the remains for forgetting
their sins by reciting Anic-
cavata Sankhara Gatha.

Then, the congregation

recited Sadhu three times
and members of the Sangha
pressed the button to cremate
the remains.

The Sayadaw has served
as Chairman of the State
Sangha Maha Nayaka Com-
mittee and the Chairman of
the State Sangha Central
Working Commiuttee of the
=angha for some 13 years.
He was born to U Bo Thit
and Daw Aye Thaik in Yabe

_—
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Village of Taungtha Town-
ship in Mandalay Eegion on
14® Waxing of Tawthalin,
1291 ME, Monday He was
initiated into nowvice on 8
wazing of Waso 1304 ME.
The Sayadaw was ordained
on 10 waxing of Tabodwe
1310 ME. The Sayadaw
learned Pariyatti literature
and received many religious
titles offered at home and

abroad. The Saydaw served

—

i} T

as member of the State Cen-
tral Working Committee
of the Sangha from first to
sixth ttmes t1ll March 2010,
as Secretary of the S5MNC
from March to July 2010 and
Chairman from July 2010
to date. He also served as
Chancellor of State Pariyatt
Sangha Universities.

The government offered
Abhidhaja Maha Saddham-
ma Jotika title to the Say-

N
=

2l arge crowds ufmuur-ﬂ*ers'aty:nl_ilng-ite:s of Bhamo Say

adaw 1n 2009 and Abhidhaja
Aggalaha Rattha Guru title
in 2011 for serving the reli-
gious affairs The Sayadaw,
aged 94, vasa 74, passed
away at 11:11 pm on 25 May
(Thursday) 2023, 7™ waxing
of Nayon 1385 ME.

The ash of the Sayadaw
will set adnft into the water
of Aveyvawady River at Ma-
yanchan Portin Mandalay on
100

the morning of 7 June.

Iran hails 'new era' as embassy

reopens in Saudi Arabia

Kabul June &

Public Notice for

Elimination of Violence

Iran has reopened 1ts embassy
in Saud:i Arabia, seven years after
the regional nivals severed diplo-
matic ties.

Representatives of the Iranian
and Saudi foreign ministries at-
tended the ceremony 1n Riyadh,
Saudi-owned Al Arabiva TV re-
ported.

Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister,

Alireza Bigdels, sard 1t was a sign

that co-operation was "entering a
new era".

It comes three months after the
Gulf countries agreed to restore ties
i a deal brokered by China.

Saudi Arabia cut ties with Iran
i 2016 following the storming of
its embassy in Tehran by crowds
protesting against the kingdom's
execution of a prominent Shia
Muslim cleric

At a meeting with his Sau-

di counterpart Prince Faisal bin
Farhan Al Saud in Cape Town last
Friday, Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian ex-
pressed satisfaction with the "good
progress made in bilateral ties".
Iran's foreign ministry also
cited Prince Farhan as saying that
the groundwork was being laid to
reopen the Saudi embassy in Tehran
and confirming that he would wisit

BRC

there "soon®.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called
CEPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly kill-
ing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteach-
ers, and members of the general public, as well as looting
and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CEPH", “NUG", and
“FDF" terronsts, who are intitmidating and kalling people and com-
mitting destructive activities, 1is to protect the lives and property
of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authonties on terronsts and on
possession and transport of weapons/ammunition 15 tantam ount
to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.
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Vice Chairman of State Administration Council
Vice-Senior General Soe Win addresses National
Natural Disaster Management Committee on national
rehabilitation coordination meeting

Nay Pyi Taw June 6

A national coordination com-
mittee meeting on rehabilitation of
the National Disaster Management
Committee was held at the meet-
ing hall of the Mimistry of Social
Welfare, Eelief and Resettlement
in May Pyi Taw and Vice Chairman
of the State A dministration Council
Deputy Pime Minister Vice-Semor
General Soe Win addressed the
meshing.

Also present at the meeting
were union ministers, the union
attorney general, the chief of
general staff (Army, MNavy, Air),
senior officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services, deputy ministers,
permanent secretaries, directors
general and officials while union
ministers Lt-Gen Tun Tun Naung,
U Myo Thant and Dr Thet Thet
Khaing and chief ministers from
the Chin State, Magway Fegion,
Bakhine State, Yangon Region and
Ayeyarwady Eegion participatedin
the meeting via video conference.

First, the Vice-Senior General
delivered a speech, saying the pur-
pose of the meeting 15 concernad
with damage caused by severe cy-
clonic storm Mocha on 14 May in
Eahlkine State and nearby area and
accelerating the on-going rehabili-
tation efforts Belevant commattees
are carrying out rehabilitation ef-
forts depending on the damage. In
doing so, 17 townships in Rakhine
State and four townships 1n Chin
State have been declared as the
areas under natural disaster and re-

Vice-Senior G eneral SoejWin addresses|the cunrdil‘r%lﬁunlﬁfneeting.-
= PR = e ¢

habilitation efforts are being carried
out. As for the government, sentor
officers of the Tatmadaw have been
sent to each township to perform
duties. Similarly, members of the
NNDMC has been sent to areas
affected by the storm to remove the
damage. As a result, progress has
been seen within three weeks Itis
necessary to exert efforts to make
MOre Progress.

In cooperation with the inter-
national community, 1t1s necessary
to re-designate the rehabilitation
period under section 11 and 26 of
the Matural Disaster Management
Law must as soon as possible
Based on the rehabilitation pericd
andlessons duning Nargis Cyclone,
as it is necessary to carry out reha-
bilitation efforts of all-round and
all-sector rehabilitation during
the post-Mocha period as soon as
possible, all relevant ministries are
required to cooperate.

Eelief items donated by well-
wishers and assistance purchased
through the natural disaster funds
are being transported to disaster-
hit areas. In deing so, Tatmadaw
aircraft and vessels are being used
Itis necessary for the management
committee to negotiate the cost of
transporting aid by civilian trans-
portation services.

In spending the funds, minis-
tries affected by the ministries are
required to repair the first phase
of damage by spending its funds
and are required to apply for more
funds from the national level natu-
ral disaster response emergency

fund If further needed, they are
required to request more funds
from the budget. In orderto be able
to do so, the meeting has been held
to discuss necessary negotiations.
At the first time, compiling
statistics in Rakhine State was car-
ried out in cooperation with local
authorities It was also learnt that
there was damage 1n Chin State,
Magway Eegion, Ayeyarwady and
Sagaing Eegion. Damage in all
states and region will be assumed
as the national damage and neces-
sary measures will be taken.
Storm warnings were issued
before 6th May and preventive
measures were 1ssued along the
route of the storm during the storm
inreal time. Asnews was broadcast
inreal ttme, the media of the coun-
try were trusted not only by local
but also by foreign news agencies.
As aresult, it 15 necessary to place
an emphasis on releasing news on
rehabalitation efforts in real time.
When it was announced that
school would be reopened on 1
June, students and parents were
concerned that basic education and
higher education schools would not
be reopened 1n a timely manner
Thanks to the relentless efforts
of the rehabilitation committee
together with the ministry of con-
struction, the Myanmar Construc-
tion Entrepreneurs Federation, the
Myanmar Licensed Contractors
Federation and the Myanmar Civil
and Infrastructures Development
Association, the contractors under
the Ministry of Education are co-

for farmers as now 15 the start of
growing season. In taking reha-

| bilitation measures, itis to make it

better than oniginal conditions in
accordance with the Prime Minis-
ter's guidance Belief assistance in
cash and kind provided or donated
by international organizations, lo-
cal and overseas well-wishers and
donors are systematically received
and distributed to the cyclone-
affected areas as quickly as possi-
ble. Twouldlike to thank the AHA
Center for its assistance too.
Then, Vice-Chairman of Na-

tional Disaster Management Com-

= mittee Union Minister for Home

ordinating te give priority to open
schools in safe shelters in different
townships. To reopen universities,
the Ministry of Construction 1s tak-
ing responsibility and as a result,
basic education and higher educa-
tion schools could be reopened on 1
June. Asschools could bereopened
in a timely manner, the concerns of
local residents could be relieved
and such was the success of the
rehabilitation efforts. In addition,
it 15 necessary to repair station
hospitals and township hospitals
as soon as possible.

96 percent of rehabilitation
tasks on communications 1n Ra-
khine State have been completed.
The Ministry of Electric Power has
completed 93 percent in reinstall-
ing the 230 KV power line and 98
percent in 66 KV line between the
cities of Ponnagyun and Sittway.
On June 7, Sittway and Ponnagyun
could be supplied power through
those power lines In those cities,
electricity will be distributed with
11 KV power lines. Regarding
health, priority was given to fizing
the kidney cleansing machine 1n
Sittway and now 1t has been fized,
which means goodnews for kndney
patients. Moreover, sawn wood and
logs necessary for rehabilitation
tasks could be sent to the cyclone-
affected areas tumely.

It 15 necessary to complete re-
construction of buildings as scon
as possible 1n rehabilitation tasks
at different prionty levels and make
arrangements to provide seeds and
agricultural equipment necessary

Affairs Lt-Gen Soe Htut reported
on measures taken by the commit-
tee 1n the periods before and after
the cyclone, tasks being carried
out for fixing communications
networl, efforts being made to
restore power supply as quickly
as possible, collecting stats on the
damaged, and the need to be able
to set a rehabilitation period. In
his report, he said that relief items
have been transported by malitary
and civilian vessels and aircraft
in the post-cyclone period As of
June 5, military vessels have trans-
ported 3,613.20 tons of cargo and
874 people 1n nine different times,
military aircraft 454 622 tons of
cargo and 3,477 people 1n 1372
different times, and the Ministry
of Transport and Communications
32.02 tons of cargo by road in two
different times, 13,722.731 tons
of cargo by water 1n nine different
times and 0.618 ton of cargo by air
in four different times, 17,937.791
tons of cargo and 4,351 people in
total in 177 different times. Military
vessels consumed 192,358 gal-
lons of diesel and 1,927 gallons
of lubricating o1l for nine voyages
from Yangon to Sittway 61,227
gallons of diesel and 351 gallons of
lubricating oil have been used for
22 trips in distibuting and trans-
porting 1547 tons of relief items
to the cyclone-affected areas from
Sittway. In total, 253,585 gallons
of diesel and 2,278 gallons of lu-
bricating oil have been consumed.
Military aircraft and helicopters
have consumed 147,833 gallons
of fuel o1l for 152 flights. Civilian
wvehicles, vessels and aircraft have
consumed 43,100 gallons of fuel o1l
in 15 trips by read, water and air,
The cyclone damaged 498 health

facilities and See Page 15



7-6-2023

@

Page 15

From Page 14

40 percent of the damage have been repaired Health service
was rendered to 9,291 out-patients and 4,341 inpatients
between the start of the storm and May 31 There were
815 patients who suffered from diarrhea and of them, 11
were hospitalized. Chlorine was added to 3,069 wells and
ponds in Rakhine State. Rubbish, trees and dead animals
in drnnking ponds were removed For construction tasks
for rehabilitation, 64 tons of logs, 1,838 tons of sawn
wood, 24 tons of nail, and 13 tons of roofing nails have
been transported. For agriculture and livestock, 116 buf-
faloes and 80 tractors have been bought and provided
Veterinary treatment was given to 318 head of cattle, 62
pigs and 10 goats. In Ayeyawady Region, 226 buildings
have been repaired, 448 in Magway Region and 1,198 1n
Chin State.

Unton Minister for Social Welfare, Eelief and Eesettle-
ment Dr Thet Thet Khaing reported on an entry of Ks26.00%
billion in cash donation into Myanmar Economic Bank and
an entry of U3§375,000 into Myanmar Foreign Trade Bank
until June 5, a purchase of 10,000 tons of nice (200,000
bags) 1n reserves from the disaster management fund,
60,000 bags of rice earmarked for Rakhine State, 2,169
bags of rice donated by well-wishers, transport of 62,1692
bags of rice to Sittway, transport of 640 bags of rice to Chin
State, 100,000 corrugated iron sheets purchased and trans-
ported to Sittway, 204,502 sheets donated by well-wishers
and transported to Sittway, conducting of ground surveys
to Sittway, Yathedaung, Kyauktaw and Ponnakyun towns
by ASEADN-ERAT, and arnvals of seven flights of relief
supplies from AHA Centre.

Union Minister for Transport and Communications
Admairal Tin Aung San reported on supply of relief aid 1in
stages, fuel supplies for transport of relief supplies by car,
by ship and by air, and reconstruction of schools and other
buildings in Rakhine State by the Ministry of Construction.

Union Minister for Planning and Finance T Win Shein
reported on spending of money for normal and capital
expenses in line with the financial rules, and making of
systematic records of money donated at home and abroad
and spending after scrutiny of the disaster management
cominittes.

Union Minister for International Cooperation U Ko Ko
Hlaing reported on international community’s interest 1n
cooperation on relief measures, offers from UN agencies,
ASEAN, international Feed Cross sccieties and INGOs to
cooperate, the need for providing hum anitarian aid without
discrimination and politics, contacts with the Humanitarian
Country team, granting of permission for the visit of the
Secretary General of ASEAN as the ASEAN Humanitanan
Assistance Coordinator (SG-AHAC) to the damage sites,
and formation of On-S1de Operation Coordination Centre.

Union Minister Dr Thida Oo reported on enforcement
of a two-month pertod for disaster-affected areas in accord
with Section 11 of the law, the possibility to extend the
period for next two months and so on if the situation does
not return to normal, and the need to stop the enforcement
period when the situation returns to normal 1n accord with
the sub-section (a) or (b) of the bylaw.

Then, the union ministers and officials from the manage-
ment committees and 12 work commaittees and the chief
ministers of Chin and Eakhine states and Magway, Yangon
and Ayevawady regions reported on emergency response
measures, loss and damage of ministerial buildings and
their repairs, plans to engage in agriculture and livestock
breeding 1n the aftermath of the storm, plans to obtain
safe drinking water and electricity, healthcare services,
availability of correct figures and accounts, withdrawals
and spending of funds in line with the financial rules and
setting of a rehabilitation period.

Chief of the General Staff (Army, Navy and Air) Gen-
eral Maung Maung Aye and senior military officers ex-
plained preparations for rescue and relief before the storm,
sending of 10 convoys of military vehicles 12 May to the
respective regions that might be hit by the storm, water
and air transport of foodstuffs and relief supplies donated
by Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and Air) families and public
well-wishers and the disaster management committee, sales
of rice, cooking oil, salt, eggs and vegetables to the storm
victims in Fakhine State at cheap prices and assistance in
rehabilitation work

Later, the Vice-Senior General coordinated the re-
ports and discussions as necessary and gave a concluding

100

remark.

Number of cargo ships carrying
imported goods on the rise from
Bhamo to Mandalay

“Now 15 high water level
inthe nver So, water course
15 proper to drive cargo ships
and passengers to transport
goods. Hence, number of
vessels carrying commodi-
ties imported from China1s
on the increase leading to
Gawwein port of Manda-
lay from Bhamo,” said the
chairman.

Number of cargo ships

was more than 20 per day

in the last week of May,
compared to more than 40

vessels per day as from the

Air KBZ launches
Loikaw-Yangon
direct flight on
4 June

i. ,w Y
TRRRL

Yangon June 6
Air KEBZ launched the
Lotkaw-Yangon direct light

on 4 June, according te the
press release of the airlines.

Air KBZ arranges ex-
tending 1ts wings with direct
domestic and international
flights for convenience of
passengers.

The newly-launched Loi-
kaw-Yangon direct flight will
be run on Wednesday and
Sunday on a weekly basis.

The flight starts its trip
from Yangon at 7.30 am and
arrtvesin Lotkaw at 8 35 am.
It will take off from Lotkaw
at 8.53 am and arrive back
in Yangon at 10 am. Flight
ticketis charged at K 176,000
pEr passenger.

Currently, Air KBZ is
running Yangon-Kalay-

PRI LA o

Yangon flight on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Saturday
weekly and 1t extends one
more day on Thursday So,
the airlines operates four day
a week on Yangon-Kalay-
Yangon flight.

On Tuesday, Wednesday
and Saturday, the flight de-
parts from Yangon at 8 am
and arnves in Kalay at 10
am_ It returns from Kalay at
10.20 am and arnives back in
Yangon at 12.20 pm.

On Thursday for the re-
cently-extended flight, the
plane leaves Yangon at 1.25
pm and arnives i1 Kalay at
325 pm. It leaves Kalay at
3.45 pm and arrives back in
Yangon at 5 45pm_The flight
ticket1s charged at K207,000
per passenger.

336

Mandalay June 6
Number of cargo ships

carrying imported commodi-
ties heading for Gawwin port
of Mandalay from Bhamoi1s
on the rise again, said Chair-

man of Mandalay BEegion

Private Vessel Discipline
Enforcement Committee T
Win Maung.

Cargo ships transport
foodstuffs, clothes and per-
sonal goods as well as con-

struction materials from

Bhamo port to Gawwein
and Chaw jetties in Man-
dalay along Ayeyawady
Eiver. Now, import volume
15 larger and larger Among
them, foodstuffs and clothes

are larger.

first week of June.
Likewise, more than 300
cargo ships are ready to
transport cargo from MMan-
dalay to Yangon, Monywa,
Sagaing, Katha, Hugyaing
and Katha. 184

Inside the Taliban's
war on drugs - opium
poppy crops slashed

Kabul June 6

Balancing an AK-47 as-
sault rifle slung around his
left shoulder and with alarge
stickin his right hand, Abdul
hits the heads of poppies as
hard as he can. The stalks
Hy in the atr, as does the sap
from the poppy bulb, releas-
ing the distinctive, pungent
smell of opium 1n its most
raw form.

Within a matter of min-
utes, Abdul and a dozen
other men raze the poppy
crop which covered the
small field Then the armed
men, all wearing a shalwar
kameez (atraditional Afghan
tunic with loose fitting trou-

sers), most with long beards
and some with koll-lined
eyes, pile into the back of a
pickup truck andmove on to
the next farm.

The men belong to a
Taliban anti-narcotics unit
in the eastern Nangarhar
province of Afghanistan, and
we've been given rare access
to join them on one of their
patrols to eradicate poppy
farming Lessthan two years
ago the men were 1nsurgent
fighters, part of a war to
seize control of the country.
MNow they've won and are on
the ruling side, enforcing the

orders of their leader.

BRC
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