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- South Korea inching toward

long-term THAAD deployment

by Asia Times.
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SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma
Min Aung Hlaing confers honorary title on Russian
Ambassador to Myanmar

Nay Pyi Taw June 30

Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General
Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma
Min Aung Hlaing conferred
honorary title Wunna Kyaw
Htin on Bussian Ambas-
sador to Myanmar H E Dr.
Nikolay LISTOPADOV for
his performances in firmly
initiating friendly relations
and cooperation between
Myanmar and Fussia at the
Credentials Hall of the SAC
Chairman Office 1n Nay Py
Taw this morning,

Also present at the cer-
emony were Secretary of the
council Lt-Gen Zeya Kyaw
Hitin Sithu Ye Win Oo, Unton
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Thint Pyanchi T Than Swe,
SAC Office Permanent Sec-
retary U Khin Latt and offi-
cials, and officials of the Rus-
stan Embassy to Myanmar.

SAC Office Permanent
Secretary U Khin Latt read
the order to confer the title.
The Senior General con-
ferred the title and regalia

= A
¥

on Russian Ambassador to
Myanmar H. E. Dr. Mikolay
LISTOPADOV for his per-
formancesin firmly mitiating
friendly relations and coop-
eration between Myanmar
and Fussia

In his speech, the Senior
General, on behalf of MMy-
anmar, congratulated the
Fussian Ambassador to My-
anmar on his delightedness
for conferring the honorary
title Winna Kyaw Htin. As
the ambassador served in
various capacities from the
ordinary embassy staff to
the ambassador 1n Myanmar
for 14 years and faced suc-
cessive eras of Myanmar,
he has accumulated many
experiences on Myanmar.
Dunng his term of ambas-
sador, Myanmar-Russia dip-
lomatic relations turned 75
vears. During the period, the
ambassador served the wider
range of service amid po-
litical changes. As he served
more enhancement of diplo-
matic relations between the
two countries, the honorary
title was conferred on him.

Amb assaiiul::s_'H'.'_
17—

-Dr. Nikolay

Currently, the ambassador
15 going to return to Russia
due to completion of his tour
of duty. During the seven
years term of ambassader,
he made concerted efforts
for defence, international af-
fairs and bilateral relations as
well as the best performance
for development of MMyan-
mar. On his arnval back 1n
Bussia, the Senier General
requested the ambassador
to perform further widen-
ing the cooperation arena of
both countries and further
improvement of friendly re-
lations. Bilateral cooperation
has been improving since the
time of Tatmadaw govern-
ment, and the Senior General
recounted in his term, the
bilateral cooperation reached
the top position Assistance
and cooperation of Rus-
sian 1is playing a key role in
development of Myanmar
Myanmar students attended
the universities in Fussian
to turn out necessary human
resources for Myanmar The
Senior General expressed his

satisfaction with service term

of the Russian Ambassador
in Myanmar With regard to
conferring honorary title on
foreign ambassador to Myan-
mar, the Bussian Ambassador
was the first title recipient
Such coffening of title intend-
ed to excellent performance
of Russian ambassador in
bilateral ties and cooperation
between the two countries
In the future, it will be a
chance to confer the titles on
ambassadors for excellent
performance 1n cooperation
and international affairs with

relevant countries.
The Fussian Ambassadoer
expressed his thanks for cof-

e e
 Senior General un
S eral

fering the honorary title on
him He took pride in recerv-
ing the title for diplomats
from the Bussian embassy
and all staff and families. He
said he stnived for develop-
ment of cooperation between
the countries in his term. As
relations between both coun-
tries reached the advanced
position, it gained the greater
progress. The ambassador
said that the Senior General

openly discussed bilateral re-
lations with Fussian Federa-
tton President H E. Vladimir
Vladimirovich Putin dunng
the 7th Eastern Economic
Forum held in Vladivostok
of Fussia in last September.
Due to mutual understand-
ing, trust and respects, coop-
eration improved. Primanly,
enhancement of cooperation
15 important in defence, poli-
tics, trade, economics and in-
vestment arenas. Educationis
of importance in turning out
human resources. Scholar-
ship students from Myanmar
were allowed to learn in
Russia. Some of them have

=
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got doctoral degrees. Both
countries mutually cooper-
ate 1n religious affairs. He
sard he served 1in Myanmar
for 14 years and experienced
political changes. The ambas-
sador pledged to further en-
hance bilateral relations and
cooperation with concerted
efforts. According to the
history, both countries have
been cementing relations and
friendly ties. In the future,

further development will be
undertaken He expressed his
recognition over the Senior
General for efforts to restore
perpetual peace in Myanmar.
He expressed his firm belief
that Myanmar would restore
peace, security, stability and
rule of law. Russia will pro-
vide necessary assistance
to Myanmar. The ambas-
sador pledged to expedite
efforts for friendly ties and
cooperation between the two
countries and expressed his
delightedness for receiving
the honorary title.
Afterwards, the Senior
General and the Russian

A
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Ambassador discussed trade
promotion between the two
countries, economic coop-
eration, promotion of tour-
1sm industry, and promotion
of cooperation in education,
health, industry, science and
technology, sports and cul-
tural sectors.

Later, the Senior General
and the Fussian Ambassador
had documentary photos

100
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innocent people.

protect the lives and property of the general public.

teachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Rublic Notice for Elimination ofiiViiolence!

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CEPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including school-

. Not encouraging, supperting, or assisting “CRPH", "INUG", and “PDF" terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to

. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives and property of
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Meeting on promotion of national economy held;
Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senlor General Min Aung Hlalng dellvers address

Nay Pyi Taw June 30

Meeting on promotion
of the national economy was
held at the State Adminis-
tration Council Chairman’s
Office here this afternoon, ad-
dressed by Chairman of State
Admintstration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing.

Present were SAC mem-
bers Admiral Tin Aung San
and Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun,
union ministers, the Nay Py
Taw Council chair, semior
military officers from Office
of Commander-in-Chief, and
officials. Regionfstate chief
ministers took part in the
meeting through video con-
ferencing

The Senior General said
1t 15 an important meeting
for national economic pro-
motion Fegions and States
that are running produchon
businesses and the ministries
that are conducting business
operations will have to discuss
means for national economic
promotion. The national econ-
omy resurged in the financial
vear 2022-2023, registering a
3.2% mnse. But foreign trade
still has the requirements. The
volume of fuel and edible o1l
impeorts 15 still high

The country adopted a
market economy alongside
the democratic reforms 1n
2011. The first term of demo-
cratically elected government
saw arise in investments and
a certain degree of national
economic growth. Growth
rate exceeded eight percent,
but in the final year, there
was aslight dropin economic
growth. Economic prospects
were bright dunng the first
vear of the second term of the
democracy government, but
the economy started to fall
from the third year MNational
economic growth was merely

iﬂ
rI\ﬁn Aung I-]]a.mviaddr esses the meﬁ k

over 3% in fiscal year 2019-
2020. In the following years,
it dropped to the minus zone.

Four miniseries were as-
signed tofind outthe canses of
the national economic down-
turn. According to the find-
ings, economic Huctuations
are based mainly on produc-
tion, national income, exports,
investments, natural disasters,
weak economic management,
and defects in implementing
projects. Moreover, the na-
tron faced losses due to lack
of imely action Additionally,
some of the foreign organi-
zations and countries were
providing financial support
through various channels to
the government that would
dance to their tune as ameans
to exaggerate its performance.

According to analysis,
economic changes depend on
national income that comes
from trade and other sources.
Economic prosperity also
depends on the richness of
human resources Increase
1in human resources will
bring about national eco-
nomic development as they
can improve the economic
and production sectors. The
calculation of GDC in the
majority of countriesis based
on the agriculture sector,
industrial sector and services
sector. Myanmar's GDP 15 at
the 7th or 8th position in the
ASEAN. Country-wise GDPs
in 2022 were Thaland, USD
536.16 billion, Malaysia,
UsD 407 525 billion, Viet-
nam, USD 406452 billien,
and Myanmar, nearly USD
60 billion. Thailand, Malaysia
and Vietnam are developing
countries that are gaining
momentum in industnial and
trade businesses. But agro-
based goods are their principal
products. The gap 1n farm
products between any one of

those countries and Myanmar
1s 50 huge.

Production industry of
Myanmar is still small. Ef-
fectiveness is also weak in
land use. As the country can-
not utilize its land, water and
human resources with utmost
efforts, the agriculture sector’s
contribution to the GDP 15 stull
small. Most of the industries
are manufacturing agro-based
products. Money supply and
services sectors are based on
the volume of products. Fewer
products means a weaker ser-
vice sector.

The goal of rice per acre
yield1s 100 baskets, and now
the average per acre yield 1s
around 75 baskets The coun-
try puts about 15 million acres
under monsoon paddy annu-
ally and1s exporting about 2 2
million rice and broken rice If
per acre yield can be increased
to 100 baskets, the country
will produce 375 million more
baskets of rice. If calculated
with the average per basket
price of K5 10,000, there wall
be a Ks 3750 billion increase
inthe earnings. Due toincome
increase farmer’s spending
will also rise, and eventually
lead to rise in the domestic
buying power. Because of the
production growth, there will
be a Ks 8000 ballion upsurge
in the supply and demand
sector. The country’s earn-
ings will mncrease in millions
if extrarice can be exported.

The country put 14.9 mil-
lion acres under monsoon
paddy this year. Over 13 muil-
lion 15 paddy land, and mul-
tiple cropping 1s conducted
on 6.6 million acres. If the
beans and pulses, sunflower,
tapioca or any kind of crop is
cultivated on the remaining
7.3 million acres and per acre
production value1s calculated
at 1 millien, products worth

7.300 billion will come out.
Hence, if the land can be used
effectively, the agriculture
sector’s contribution to GDF
and exports will significantly
increase.

In 2022-2023, the country
put 800,000 acres under ed-
ible oil (not including palm
oil). According to area-wise
per acre yield rates, a total of
620,000 tons of o1l will be pro-
duced If all those yields of edi-
ble o1l crops are milledinto o1,
the country will enjoy 126 2%
cooking o1l sufficiency But
crops such as groundnut and
sesame are consumed in other
ways or exported. But the cost
of o1l imports 15 higher than
that of the o1l crop exports If
exported o1l crops are sent to
lacal o1l mills, the country wll
enjoy domestic ol sufficiency.
It all area-wise goals are met,
domestic o1l sufficiency will
reach 249 5% Hence, increase
in edible o1l creps production
will reduce the cost of imports
which 1s USD 600 per year.
Myanmar 1s at the second or
third place in the world 1n
bean and pulses exports. Green
beans, pigeon peas, and mung
beans are the major export
items. Beans and pulses have
a ready market. Hence, if the
country can ificrease per acre
yield and cultivate beans and
pulses on the remaining over
T million acres, its exports
will surely nise. Hence, nice,
o1l crops and beans and pulses
are the main crops that can
boost GDP growth. Hence,
the region/state chief minister
should give priority to cultivat-
ing these crops.

In 2011-2012, there were
over 800,000 acres of cotton
plantations, and the number
decreased to 389,000 acresin
2020-2021 Such a significant
decrease has resulted from
the lack of encouragement,

° according to growers If the
800,000 acres are to be sys-
tematically grown, there wall
be domestic sufficiency in
cotton. Itisnecessary to boost
cotton growing domestically
and for export purposes. With
the enough supply of fertiliz-
ers and irrigation water, there

will be high yields.

Kitchen crops such as
garlic, onion and potato are
essential for the country. Gar-
lics are being imported while
potatoes can be grown only
for domestic consumption.

&8 Asthe per-acre yield of those

crops 15 low, the regions and
states should try to boost their
cultivation. Garlic, onion and
potate play a role 1n the ef-
fort to improve the country’s
ECONOMmMY.

If the cultivation and pro-
duction of coffee and tea that
are internationally market-
able 15 successful, there wnll
Therefore,
the successful cultvation of

be more income.

rice, oil crops, beans, cotton,
kitchen crops, tea and coffee
will change the agncultural
sector tremendously.

Begarding the livestock
sector, chicken, pigs, goats,
cows and fish are thriving
in the country. But, fish and
meat prices are increasing.
Mass production will ensure
greater sales. Livestockneeds
to be bred to have balanced
supply and demand Animal
feedstuffs can be domesti-
cally produced from agricul-
tural products in the country.
Moreover, thereis alot of land
space rich proteins for grow-
ing grass. High prices have
come from low production.
Thus, the regions and states
need to try harder.

Despite having favera-
ble conditions for domestic
manufacturing, the lack of
encouragement for produc-
tion has led to more imports.
For example, dairy products,
paper, bicycles, motorcycles,
tyres and tubes have to be im-
ported by spending millions of
foreign exchange Likewise,
cotton and textile have to be
imported They were domesti-
cally producedin the past. But
with the lack of encourage-
ment, many factories stopped
their operations Boosting
production of dairy products,
rubber-based goods and tex-
tile wall increase the country’s
GDP 1n the agricultural and
industrial sectors.

With low production and
exports, there have been trade

deficits over the past many
years. From 2011 to 2016,
there was a trade deficit of
over USE12 billion and from
2016 to 2021, USE12.61 bil-
lion. Those trade deficits were
covered by spending on non-
trade income. In the first and
second terms of the demo-
cratic governments, there
were international loans and
cash assistance. It was found
that they used that money for
spending foreign exchange
When the State Administra-
tton Council assumed State
duties, the international com-
munity had come to impose
sanctions. They resorted to
various ways to prevent the
country from spending 1ts
foreign currencies and getting
the sales from 1its products
If the country continues to
import goods as much as 1t
needs without considening
exports, there will be more
and more foreign exchange
needs Therefore, manufactur-
ing businesses are responsible
for producing goods as much
as possible.

Frugality isnecessary, ex-
cept for essentials. Expenses
should be as few as possible
to prevent waste. The saving
of even small things can help
reduce domestic and foreign
deficits. Therefore, domestic
products should be usedrather
than foreign products.

Measures are being taken
with care for tapping under-
ground resources. Yet, there
are illegal extractions. There
15 also tllegal smuggling of
timber logs that are above-
ground resources. These are
greatly affecting the State
revenues. Besponsible offi-
cials needto take supervisory
measures for this In border
trade, the country needs to act
as a good neighbor.

“When it comes to the
national economy, it 15 neces-
sary to encourage domestic
production and ensure hon-
esty. The region and state
governments are urged to 1ni-
tiate two parts 1n engaging in
productivity. In the efforts for
boosting production region-
ally and nationally and for
export purposes, the respec-
tive regions and states must
try to boost agricultural and
livestock production without
fail. For import-substitute
products, paper, rubber prod-
ucts, dairy products andtextile
products should be domesti-
cally manufactured as much
as possible. See Page 14
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1,111 days long in building the Maravijaya Buddha Image,
which will become the tallest stone Buddha Statue in the
seated posture in the world, and efforts being made for
100 percent completion in construction of the Buddha Image

Maravijaya Buddha Image under construction.

Nay Pyi Taw June 30

The Maravijaya Buddha
Image, which will become
the tallest stone Buddha
Statue in the seated posture
in the world, 15 relentlessly
being built by members of
the Myanmar Engineerning

Society and Military Engi-
neers’ Corps day andnight Tt
has been 1,111 days or three
vears and 16 days long since
the ceremony to drive in state
for construction of the Bud-
dha Image was held on June
14, 2020.

The Buddha Image 15 be-
ing built with the four objec-

tives: to show that Theravada
Buddhism 15 firmly shined
in Myanmar; to ensure that
¥Myanmar 15 the hub of wor-
shipping the Theravada Bud-
dhism; to ensure prospenty

A n a'er-ilﬂ oftheMar aj ayas

Buddhadmage

of the nation; and to ensure
peace and prosperty in the
world. Along with the Bud-
dha Image, religious build-
ings are being built 1n the
Buddha Park in accordance
with the counsel of State
Ovadacanya Sayadaws.

It has been 1,111 days or
three years and 16 days long
in building the Buddha Im-
age. The sights of the Buddha
Image andreligious buildings
in the Buddha Park seen
today have been published
in order that all the Sanghas

o —— .
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and IBuddh'a-Barkiunderlcnn struction _

and people across the country
will pay respects and be gen-
erous. Efforts are also being
made continuously to ensure
100 percent completion 1n
construction of the Buddha
Image.

100

From Page 13

For agricultural activi-
ties, chemical fertilizers
will be imported to a cer-
tain extent. MNatural and
bio-fertilizers should also
be used. Plans are being
made to produce chem:-
cal fertilizers domestically.
Under the previous govern-
ment, hydropower projects
were halted or suspended for
various reasons LThe country
still faces electricity short-
ages. Meanwhile, electricity
supply is being disrupted due
to terrorist attacks on power
supply facilities. Efforts for
implementing small-scale
hydropower projects and
solar products will meet the
domestic power consump-
tion in one way. Gas-fired
power can also be used for
power generation. The coun-
try 15 rich in fresh water re-
sources, andirrigation water
can be supplied through riv-
er-water pumping projects.

It is necessary to con-
duct market and production
researches concerning the
products. Eesearch must be
conducted constantly for pro-
duction of goods which are in

demand 1n foreign countries
and of high quality. Therefore,
we are responsible to conduct
research constantly so that ag-
ricultural products are of high
quality. In our country, trade
1s greater than manufacturing.
Tllegal trade and1llegal explo-
ration of natural resources is
a blow to the economy of the
country.

If state and regional gov-
ernments exert efforts to pro-
duce goods 1n demand by
carrying out manufacturing
activities that can generate
sound earnings, current high
commodity prices can be re-
duced while foreign exchange
earnings can be increased by
production of export items
Therefore, 1t 15 time to exert
efforts to achieve economic
growth, to boost production
and to reduce spending out
of patriotism The meeting
will help explore the mat-
ters related to boosting the
economy of the country and
implement them.

Then, Deputy Prime WMin-
ister and Union Minister for
Planning and Finance T Win
Shein reported on current re-
strictions and ways and means

to resolve them, GDP growth
between the 2020-2021 fiscal
year and 2022-2023 fiscal
year (until the end of March),
progress made in three major
sectors including agriculture,
industrial and services sec-
tors, measures being taken
for increasing funds for re-
spective funds, loans offered
for capital investment from
the national economic pro-
motion program, inflation,
revenue, spending and debts,
matters related to boosting
revenue and strengthening the
management of state-owned
enterprises.

Afterward, the chairman
of the Nay Py1 Taw Council
and chief ministers of states
and regions reported on de-
velopment tasks being carned
out for townships and villages
in the Nay Pyi Taw Council
Areas and states and regions,
MSME development tasks
being carried out for agricul-
ture and livestock breeding
with the national economic
promotion fund, measures
taken for boosting yields of
respective crops and regional
food sufficiency, efforts be-
ing made to boost domestic

production by expansion
of agriculture and livestock
breeding tasks and to boost
exports and marketing, boost-
ing fishery products and for-
eign exchange earmings and
conducting agriculture and
livestock breeding institutes
forthose who have completed
EG+9

Then, members of the
SAC, union ministers and
sentor Tatmadaw officers
reported on measures taken
for profitability of state-own
businesses and factories, fa-
cilitating the market econo-
my and the commodity flow
of the country, curbing the
smuggling activities to create
fair market competition, fa-
cilitating the commodity and
currency flow, expansion of
domestic and foreign invest-
ment, offering assistance to
MSMEs, effectively provid-
ing capital investment, quality
strains, inputs and technolo-
gies to boost production 1n
the agriculture and livestock
breeding sectors, boosting
exports and import-substitute
products, distribution of prod-
ucts from factories owned by
the Tatmadaw and agriculture

and livestock breeding farms
of the Tatmadaw at cheaper
prices.

Then, the Senior Gen-
eral fulfilled the requirements,
saying the country ezported
oil crops like peanut and
sesame and producing o1l
from the crops will contribute
not only to domestic edible
o1l sufficiency but also to
production of animal feed
from their pulp. Similarly, a
large number of bicycle and
motorcycle tyres and tubes
had to be imported As such
tyres and tubes can be pro-
duced at home, respective
states and regions are re-
quired to take the matter into
consideration. It 1s necessary
to properly supervise illegal
border trade that negatively
affects the revenue of the
country. All responsible of-
ficials are required to report
issues correctly while carry-
ing out duties.

In conclusion, the Sentor
General urgedresponsible of-
ficials to operate state-owned
factories at a profit and to
carry out tasks at factories
that cannot be handled by the

private sector without self-

interests. The country has to
rely on manufacturing based
on agriculture and livestock
breeding and products from
the agriculture and livestock
breeding sectors are the raw
materials for MSMEs. It 15
necessary to manufacture
quality products from the
raw materials. It is important
to systematically utihize 1n-
vestment capital granted for
regional economic promotion
for the benefit of the major-
ity of the people. Measures
have been taken to develop
human resources for the man-
ufacturing sector to boost
the economy of the country
Taking such measures aims
to future development of
the country. As technical
science can be studied only
when one has studied the
basic education, agriculture
and livestock breeding and
technical training schools
have been opened. Human
resources are essential There-
fore, state and region chief
ministers are urged to make
concerted efforts to enable
all school-aged children to
acquire formal education and
knowledge. 100
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