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National Defence and Security Council of the Republic of
Union of Myanmar holds meeting 2/2023

Nay Pyi Taw July 31

The National Defence and
Security Council (NDEC)
of the Republic of Union of
Myanmar held the meeting
2/2023 at the meeting hall
of the State Administration
Council Chairman’s Office
here this morning.

Fresent were Pro Tem
President U Myint Swe, Vice
President U Henry Van Thio,
Speaker of Pyithu Hluttaw T
T Khun Myat, Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing, Deputy Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
Commanderin-Chief (Army)
Vice-Senior General Soe Win,
Union Minister for Defence
General Mya Tun Oo, Union
Minister for Home Affairs Lt-
Gen Soe Htut, Union Minister
for Foreign Affairs U Than
Swe, Union Minister for Bor-
der Affarrs Lt-Gen Tun Tun
MNaung, and SAC Secretary
Lt-Gen Aung Lin Dway, SAC
Joint Secretary Lt-Gen Ye Win
Oo, Union Minister for Legal
Affairs Attorney-General Dr
Thida Oo, who were specially
invited participants.

As regards the accom-
plishments and future work
programs of the SAC dunng
the extended period of six
months, the Senitor General
said amendments and addi-
trons were made to the five-
point Eoadmap and 12 Objec-
tives on 4 February 2023 to
become adaptable to current
situations and to accelerate
national development Work
that had to be carried out in
accord with the roadmap had
been completed, and to ensure
greater speed and effective-
ness in implementing the two
political tasks - Efforts wall be
made to continue cementing
the genuine discipline-fiour-
1shing multiparty democratic
system and building the Union
based on democracy and the
federal system — and the two
national tasks -- to ensure
prosperity and food suffi-
ctency of the country.

The first point of the Foad-

s

e

Myint e ha‘(blguzl_r_es'se.s the NDSC

map states * An emphasis will
be placed on peace and stabil-
ity and the full prevalence of
law and order throughout the
Union to ensure the safety of
the socioeconomic life of the
people”™. Currently, CEFPH,
NUG and PDF and some
EAQs are committing terror-
15t attacks in various forms
to harm national peace and
stability. Tatmadaw launched
necessary military operations
and ensuredthe area peace and
stability and the rule of law
in other areas in accord with
the law. Although there 15 a
drop 1n terronst attacks when
compared with the past, they
still exist due to the instigation
of UG terronist group, some
alien interferences that sup-
ported terrorism, and terrorist
attacks of FDF terronst group
and some EAOs Duning the
pertod from 1 February to 30
July 2023, four monks and
nuns, 772 innocent persons
and 28 civil servants were
killed by terrorists. Infra-
structure mcluding one health
building, 11 religious build-
ings, 76 homes, 94 bnidges,
roads and toll gates, 26 power
and communication towers
were also destroyed by them.

The government 15 plac-
ing special emphasis on the
education promotion of citi-
zens. As the higher level of
education 1s the essential part
of democracy, SAC’s goal 13
the higher quality education,
school education, techno-
logical knowledge that meets
educational qualifications,
and higher knowledge of the
country. On the other side, ter-
rorists are trying to lower the
country’s education standard.
Some of the terronst attacks
against the education sector
would be discussed.

At the start of academic
year 2023-2024 poster threats
against enrolment, online
threats, physical coercion or
abduction of school children
could be found PDF terror-
1sts abducted 21 school boys
and 10 school girls totaling 31
from six willages in Paletwa

i[——— u

Township, Chin State 1n early
July 2023. 62 students had to
flee when terrorists beat teach-
ers and students of agriculture
wnstitute (Dawet) on 20 July
2023 They also took together
with them the headmistress,
an eleven-year child and five
teachers.

Terronsts fired heavy and
small weapons at schools
and launched drop bomb at-
tacks. A novice monk and two
students were wounded by
shrapnel when terronsts fired
a grenade launcher at students
taking their final examination
in Thunandayama monastery
in Kawlin Township, Sagaing
Region, on 13 February 2023

When terrorists blew up
a car carrying students back
home from their examination
in BEHS (Ayadaw), Ayadaw
Township, Sagaing Fegion on
15 February, one girl student
died and 10 other innocent
students were wounded by
shrapnel The attacks indicate
their intention of disturbing
the education process and
sinking the nation’s education
standard Two education staff
died and nine buildings were
lost due to armed attacks and
arson attacks by terronsts dur-
ing the periodfrom 1 February
to 30 July 2023

Asregards the destruction
of transport infrastructure, the
Senior General said KNPP
and PDF terronsts fired at a
passenger plane of Myanmar
MNational Airlines of Yangon-
Nay Py1 Taw-Loikaw on 30
September 2022 while the
plane was touching down at
Loikaw airport. Terrorists
blew up Sittaung Eiver Bridge
(Iatthangwin) on Penwegon-
Nanthankwin-Kyaukky: road
in Bago Region on 6 June
2023, Kyoneik bridge on Yan-
gon-Mawlamyine Union road
in Thaten Towsnhip, Mon
State on 29 June. Some secun-
ty members, civil servants and
innocent people were kalled or
wounded when terrorists also
shot at secunty forces and
officials who came to inspect
the damage and the persons

repaning the bnidges. As ter-
rorists destroyed rails near
milepost 109/20-21 between
Eyauktaga and Penwegon
stations in Kyauktaga Town-
ship, Bago Region on 18 July,
the train service was cancelled
and reparr tasks carried out. A
train derailed as rails between
Paleik and Sintgan stations i
Sintgar Township, Mandalay
Fegion were disconnected
by terronsts on 28 July 2023
It was a reclless act to cause
the lives of passengers. FDF
terrorists blew up a natural
gas pipeline near Pauktaw
village, Bilin Township, on 9
March 2023; and another gas
pipeline near Theingon ward
in Thaton Township the next
day. They committed mine
attacks against public roads,
bridges andrailroads 94 times.
In fact, they were not attacking
the government and security
forces, but attacking the public
lives and prospenty which
amounted to launching ter-
rorist attacks against the entire
people People are afraid of
and disgusted at the terrornst
attaclks commuatted by the ter-
rorists, and as their socioeco-
nomic lives were harmed they
are secretly sending informa-
tion to secunty forces. Hence
more and more terronsts can
be exposed and arrested A
total of 1088 weapons includ-
ing home-made guns, 77,579
bullets of vanous types, and
2660 units of assorted am-
munition were seized Dunng
the period from 1 February to
30 July 2021, 18,792 assorted
guns, 1423 224 cartridges
and 45,865 units of assorted
ammunition were seized The
government marked specific
operation areas, declared areas
under martial law as and when
necessary in accord with law
for safety of public lives and
peace stability in the entire
Union Because of the terror-
15t attacks mentioned above,
innocent people and civil
servants were brutally mur-
dered with inhuman cruelty,
andthe destruction of national
progress and socio-economy

have caused extra costs for
national development apart
from losses. Hence, the entire
people must collectively op-
pose the acts amounting to de-
stroving the country. Military
operations and area control
activities must be effectively
carried out as and when neces-
sary and all must strive for the
success of the roadmap

He said he would like

! to continue his discussions

on the second points of the
Five-Point roadmap: People-
centred development work
that enhances socio-economic
well-being will be under-
taken to ensure the country’s
prosperity and food secunty.
Socto-economic hife develop-
ment plays akey role in peace
and stability and develop-
ment of a country. The import
volume should be reduced as
much as possible for economic
development of a country
while operating manufac-
turing measures at home at
full capacity It 1s necessary
to transform manufactunng
of agricultural produce and
livestock products from the
conventional system to the
modern techniques Inputs
must be effectively used in
relevant agricultural measures
to cultivate potential crops in
relevant regions, manufacture
value-added products, choose
quality strains of crops, meet
the target production and
ensure high quality of crops.
Only when the country has
boosting production at home,
will 1t fulfill the need of local
food securnty. If so, individual
socioeconomic life improve-
ment will contribute to pros-
perity of the State.

The government strives
for development of the socio-
economic life of the people.
Any country must have good
economic, political and de-
fence dnves Strong economic
drive will help improvement
of political and defence dnves.
Firm business and manu-
facturing of Myanmar are
based on agriculture and live-
stock farms. It 15 necessary
to encourage MSMEs based
on agriculture and livestock
farms As these businesses
should be done for the entire
people contributing to the
devel opment of the State, 1t 15
necessary to encourage these
businesses. Hence, the SAC
Vice-Chairman and himself
held meetings 26 times with
MSME businesspersons in
26 areas of regions and states
and coordinated more than
230 submissions of those
businesspersons.

The government consid-
ered to enhance agricultural
business and economy of

regions and states and self-
administered regions. Ks-400
billion from the national disas-
ter management fund was set
up as a separate fund for the
State economic promotion 50
as to promote State economy.
Moreover, 51 technical, ag-
riculture and livestock high
schools were openedin 50 dis-
tricts from 2023-24 academic
year with the aim of develop-
ing MSME businesses, and
more schools will be opened
in remaining 75 districts in
2024-25FY

As the government 15 im-
plementing the missions and
wvisions for all-round devel-
opment of the economy, the
country could escape from the
downtrend economic situation
in 2021-21 FY The country
secured 3.4 percent of GDPin
2022-23FY and sees progress
of four percent GDP 1n 2023-
24 FY. To meet the goal, the
government must make more
efforts.

With regard to the third
point of the five-point Eoad-
map: Professes will further
continue to consclidate a
genuine, disciplined mul-
tiparty democratic system
and build a Union based on
democracy and federalism,
the Senior General continued
his discussions. Asthe country
1s marching to the multiparty
democratic system in accord
with the Constitution (2008},
the Tatmadaw has to primar-
ily take responsibilities for
safeguarding the genuine,
disciplined multiparty demo-
cratic system. The Tatmadaw
must prevent any acts harm-
ing the Constitution and the
multiparty democratic system
under the law

Based on experiences in
successive eras, it 15 neces-
sary to build the Union based
on democracy and federalism
suttable for Myanmar The
country needs to lead to the
Hluttaw process. Hence, the
Political Parties Eegistration
Law was enacted on 26 Janu-
ary 2023 for strengthening the
multiparty democratic system
and emergence of the firm po-
litical parties to represent the
people. Out of 90 past political
parties, 50 political parties
applied for establishment of
their continuous standing, and
remaiming 40 parties have not
appliedforityet According to
the Section 3 of the Political
Parties Registration Law, 13
parties applied for establish-
ment of new political parties
till today. Up to 27 July 2023,
30 of 50 old political parties
and five of newly-applied
parties, totaling 35 have been
allowed for registration.

See Page 12
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Those wishing to set up new
political parties can apply for
establishment of the political
parties under Section 3 of the
law. The political parties for
continuous standing and new
parties have to do many meas-
ures. Old parties comprise new
ones, and new parties have
to operate dissemination of
their policies to the people,
organize new members and
support though organizational
measures. In so doing, the
government will manage the
situations for them to be able
to take organizational meas-
ures with freedom and without
intimidation. Hence, the gov-
ernmentneedstotake aperiod
to widely arrange the political
process of these parties.

For the fourth point of
the roadmap: Priority will
be accorded to work aligned
with the agreements set out
in the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement, 1n order to achieve
enduring peace for the entire
nation, the Senior General
highlighted essential measures
for restoning peace and stabil-
ity and rule of law for march-
ing to the democratic system
of the nation.

Ethnics of the country do
notneedto demand their wish-
es by holding arms but held
talks under the democratic
norms. Hence, 1t is important
for representatives of ethnic
people to reach the Hluttaw
as the political platform so as
to discuss, decide and imple-
ment their wishes and aims at
relevant Hluttaws. As such,
the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement-INCA was imple-
mented for the armed ethnics
to reach the political platforms
from the armed struggling
line. NCA is apledge adopted
by the government and the
EAOs and international or-
gamizations. The MNational
Seolidanty and Peacemaking
Negotiation Commuittee held
peace talks with seven NCA
signatories and three NCA
non-signatories 27 times from
1 February to 27 July 2023
Among NCA signatores, three
armed organixzations did not

e .
I A e -
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attend the peace talks for
various reasons. It should be
noticeable that these groups
can harm peace and stability
of the State at any time. Now,
they are committing terror
attacks.

Arrangements were made
to accelerate all peace talks to
systematically gather wishes,
discussions and decisions of
each group in the peace pro-
cess. There remain many top-
ics to be discussed on a wider
scale, and peace talks must
be held more and more. The
government always opens the
door of peace to ethnic armed
organizations which embrace
the wish to be a peaceful and
developed Myanmar.

The last point of the Five-
Point Foadmap of the SAC
which mentions: Upon accom-
plishing the provisions of the
state of emergency, free and
fair multi-party democratic
elections will be held in line
with the 2008 Constitution,
and further worle will be un-
dertaken to hand over state
duties to the winning party in
accordance with democratic
standards. Since the tume when
the country has been exercis-
ing the multiparty democratic
system, three general elections
were held The country 1s
formed with 330 townships,
andthe 2010 election covered
325 townships and 2015 elec-
tion, 323 townships.

Some controversial meas-
ures happened 1n the 2010
election and the 2015 election,
and the TUnion Election Com-
missions at that time com-
pletely solvedthese problems.

The 2020 multiparty de-
mocracy general elections
were held in 315 townships
of regions and states of MMy-
anmar with 39,963 polling
stations It was noticeable
that number of election-held
townships declined and that
election mimimized exposing
the wishes of the people. The
government taking the State
duties at that time declared
that the election could not be
heldin 15 townships with the
reasons of secunty. So, ethnic
parties from these townships

criticized 1t. Moreover, the
UEC released the eligible
voter lists which played a
key role 1n the election, and
it amounted to 38,271,447
(more than 38 27 nullion) vot-
ersin Myanmar According to
the statistics of the Ministry of
Immigration and Population,
there were 31,775,330 (more
than 31.77 million) voters
acrossthe naton The General
Administration Department
released 35,476,833 voters
(more than 354 million). So,
the list of the UEC intention-
ally exceeded 6.6 million of
voters issued by the Ministry
of Immigration and Popula-
tion and 2 8 million than that
of the GAD list.

At a time when the vot-
ers cast votes, the UEC 13-
sued an announcement that
27,512,855 (more than 27.5)
voters out of 38,271.447 (more
than 38.2 million) voters cast
votes, accounting for 71 89
per cent. In the time of this
government, new Union Elec-
tion Commission was formed
and voter lists were checked
Az more than 11 3 mullion of
votes became voting frauds.
Hence, 1t can be assumed that
the firm wotes amounted to
16.2 million, accounting for
42 percentin comparison with
the eligible voters.

There were complaints
filed by the contesting parties
and C50s as well as protests
among the public willing to
see justice. In terms of the con-
stitution (2008} or the coun-
try’s political history, 1t 15 the
Tatmadaw that 15 responsible
for monitoring and warning
Zoittook necessary measures
for scrutiny According to the
findings and scrutiny, there
were 10,482,116 (over 10.4
million) fraudulent votes ac-
counting for a quarter of the
entire vote. The UEC, the rul-
ing government, Hluttaw and
supreme Court were urged to
address the 1ssue. But, they
failed. This means the at-
tempt to grab State power as
mentioned by the constitution.
After that, the newly formed
Union Election Commission
continued to check the voter
lists as necessary. According
to its findings, there were
11,303,390 (over 11.3 million)
votes that were ngged IMNeces-
sary action was taken aganst
the old TEC members.

Reviewing the reasons,
they tried to come to State
power in an dishonest way.
There were inaccurate voter
lists as well. In a multi-party
democracy election, correct
voter lists take the important
role It 1s necessary to do the
detailed lists of eligible vot-
ers, mneligible voters, those
able to go to the pells and
those unable to go to the polls.
Myanmar conducted the lat-
est national census in Apnl
2014, The interim census was
conducted 1n 2019 and 1t was

announced. If voter lists were
based on them, there would
not have been dispanties Ac-
cording to those censuses, the
country’s population growth
was 0.88% annually in those
years. It was just 0.87% 1n
2020. The emphasis on that
population growth rate would
not pave the way for bloated
votes. It can also be reviewed
that voting rigging emerged
by taking advantage of the
failure to conduct a national
census for the period from
2014 to 2020.

Ours 15 a government that
took State responsibilities af-
ter voting frauds had emerged,
so having correct voter lists is
of utmost importance. This
15 why measures are being
taken to hold an election in
all parts of the country and
ensure correct voting To do
this, a census 1s being gath-
ered. With the nationwide
census overwhelming the
whole country, we can get
correct and accurate voter
lists. Meanwhile, there are
delays due to the threats and
attacks by the terronists. After
preparations for ensuning State
peace and trancquility, we wnll
have to continue our measures
tohold an election throughout
the country.

On 14 May this year, the
powerful cyclone Mocha with
awind speed of over 130 miles
per hour hit Sittway Its incep-
tion was known on 4 May
An emergency meeting of the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Committee took place
on & May. Then, notices and
warnings were released about
dos and don'ts viathe state me-
dia. On 13 May, seven town-
ships 1n Rakhine State were
declared as red-level regions.
According to the weather
forecast process, warnings
are usually released 12 hours
before a storm. But announce-
ments were made over a day
before the storm came, andthe
people of the storm-prone re-
gions were evacuated in time.
Thanks to the well prepared-
ness, few people were kalled.
It can be reviewed that we
paid greater attention to the
people in coparmism with the
extent of the storm. The storm
left loss and damage to seven
townships in northern Eakhine
State and two 1n Chin State.

I myself, the SAC wice
chairman, government of-
ficials, and Tatmadaw leaders
went to the storm-affected
areas and fulfilled the require-
ments. SAC officials and
senior military officers are also
taking close supervisory meas-
ures for rehabilitation work

All necessary measures
were taken to reopen schools
on a timely basis, provide
clean water and food, restore
communication systems and
electricity and resume agn-
culture and livestock breeding.

The On-Site Operation

Coordination Centre was es-
tablished to systematically
allow international aid And
it 15 cooperating fully. When
1t comes to the cooperation
with the international commu-
nity, travel programmes were
allowed for foreign govern-
ments, ERAT, UNOHCHE.,
AHA Centre, and Myanmar
citizens living abroad for
their aid and cash donations to
Myanmar. Our government is
trying in vanous ways to better
improve the storm-hit areas.

The SAC has adopted and
15 implementing a five-point
roadmap and twelve political,
economic and social objec-
tives. Voting casting plays a
key role in a genuine and dis-
ciplined democratic system . It
15 important for every citizen to
be able to cast their votes with
freedom and justice without
any threat, fear or attachment.
Currently, there are NUG,
CEPH and PDF declared as
terrorist organizations as well
as some ethnic armed organi-
zations that are committng
acts to disupt the country’s ex-
ecutive, judicial and rule of law
sectors by viclating the NAC.
They are commitung terromst
acts involving gun attacks,
killings and mine and arson
attacks in some townships
of Sagaing Region, northern
Magway Fegion, eastern Bago
Eegion, some townships fo
Taninthay: Begion, and some
townships of Kayin, Kayah,
Chin and Mon states. They are
carrying out attacks by taking
homes, religious butldings and
helalth and education facilities
as cover and using civilians
as a human shield There-
fore, secunty forces are taking
measures with restramnts It 1s
therefore necessary to take no-
tice of some regions that may
have some difficulties with
holding an election as stated
in our objectives. Despite the
A C s efforts, our election aim
could deviate from its track 1f
there are anmed threats against
the local people by forcing
them not to cast their votes or
vote for those as they wish
Thus, voting for democracy
could pave the way for those
aiding and abetting dictators
and terrorists.

Iwouldlike to put forward
a further report regarding the
role of Hluttaws According
to the 2008 Constitution, three
Hluttaws — Begion or State
Hluttaw, Amyotha Myanmar
and Pyithu Hluttaw — have
beenformed. According tothe
2008 Constitution, to achieve
a quorum of a Hluttaw ses-
sion, if more than half of the
eligible Hluttaw members at-
tend the first day meetings of
the Hluttaw session, 1t means
the Hluttaw session will have
a quorum. As the first day
meetings have not achieved
a quorum, if one third of
the total number of eligible
Hluttaw members attends the

meetings that continued to
hold, it means the meetings
of the Hluttaw session achieve
a quorum. For 50 percent re-
quired to achieve a quorum of
the first meeting of a Hluttaw
session, there have already
been Tatmadaw Hluttaw rep-
resentatives for 25 percent
Just the remaining 25 percent
1s required to achieve a quo-
rum of a Hluttaw session. But,
as just discussed, once a Hlut-
taw sesston 1s called, thereisa
situation that an image that the
Tatmadaw have a quorum of a
Hluttaw session forcibly will
be noted. Similarly, although
the way as mentioned above
could be used in choosing
chief ministers of region and
state, cabinet members, union
president and vice-presidents
etc.. , there might be inappro-
priateness for the image. As
the election 15 a general elec-
tion, it is necessary to ensure
that representatives to be voted
by the people participate in
the election. Efforts are being
made to enable representatives
to be elected up to at least
75 percent. It will be hard to
achieve a 100 percent win in
an election.

For gaining much par-
ticipation of representatives
voted by the people and for
enabling the people to vote for
the representatives they like,
candidates need to conduct
campalgn activities among
the people on a constituency-
wise basis. About 30 percent
of Myanmar's population
are 1n urban areas and over
70 percent in rural areas. The
urban people in the regions
mentioned above can live
peacefully but the threats re-
main 1n the rural areas. There
will be difficulties to freely
conduct campaign activities
and freely vote. In addition to
that, 1t1s necessary to be aware
that the needs for regronal de-
velopment and wishes will not
befulfilled Therefore, 1t1s stll
needed to strengthen stability,
peace and secunty of regions.

The existing Hluttaw laws
do not provide what percent of
the voters will have a quorum
of the election. For example,
only 14 percent of the eligible
voters voted in the 2019 elec-
tion of Yangon City Develop-
ment Committee Win andloss
1n that election was calculated
upon that 14 percent andit can
be seen and assessed whether
the elected persons repre-
sented the people ornot. Dhue
to the lack of representing the
people in that election, there
were tssues later

Ttisthe government's duty
to take measures to ensure that
all voters have rights to peace-
fully and safely vote Vote
or no vote 15 the democratic
right of an individual wish
of the people. Our govern-
ment has emerged because of
malpractice on voting lists.

See Page 13
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The election to be held by our
government with responsibil-
ity 15 a matter that will be a
crucial decision for the na-
tton. Therefore, we will take
special care to ensure that
such malpractice in voting
lists will not happen agan in
the election to be held in the
titme of our government If
some weaknesses come out
in making decisions and tak-
ing measures, our Tatmadaw
will be blamed by the people.
Thus, asitis unable to hold the
election early and hurnedly
but 15 to prepare systemati-
cally, we need to contnue to
take the responsibilities until
a certain time.

Looking forward to Idy-
anmar's democracy, we are
worling on helding the elec-
tion compulsornily Fegarding
the election, it 15 possible that
two displays come out The
first one is that the election is
held except the regions where
armed struggles and instabili-
ties are happening currently.
The secondisthatthe election
15 compulsorily held nation-
wide. Consequences of the
first one are that there will be
less number of townships than
315 townships in the election
held in 2020. It has been
learned that discontentment
came outin the ethnic regions
where the 2020 election could
not be held The people in the
townships where the election
could not be held will lose
their nghts to vote and express
their wish democratically. It
shouldbe considered that elec-
tions should be held in safer
areas if the election could not
be heldin the entire township.
Moreover, the consequences
such as weaknesses in calling
Hluttaw sessions, choosing
chief ministers and forming
governments in regions and
states left out in the election
and those such as no repre-
sentatives of those regions in
Amyotha Hluttaw and Pyithu
Hluttaw and weaknesses in
forming a government will be
faced as well That will fall
inte a position that Hlottaws
are forcibly called in the eyes
of intentional community and
the people. I like to continue
to presentthe consequences of
the second possible one. Vot-
ing could be banned by means
of threats with the reliance
on arms in the regions where
armed struggles and terrorist
attacks are happening manly
and bomb blasts and attacks
in terronist ways and threat-
ening and forcing the people
to wote those in favour of the
terrorists. As a result, there
will be a drop in percentage
for the representatives who
the voters choose themselves
and Hluttaw representatives
supporting the terromsts wnll
get to the respective Hluttaws
as well. That will worsen the
nation’s path to demeocracy

To ensure that such situations
will not happen, it 15 urgently
necessary to continue to take
measures for peace and sta-
bility and rule of law with
momentum 1n the regions and
states where terronst attacks
are happening currently.

In analyzing and assessing
the main requirements for the
two displaysto be able to hold
the election, the main subjects
are: to holdthe election nation-
wide, to enable the people to
vote independently and fear-
lessly; and to ensure peace,
stability and rule of law on an
entire nation basis. The elec-
tion we will hold 15 a general
election. As that will become
an important decision for the
nation, all need to make efforts
with a sense of special consid-
eration. For firm and correct
emergence of a genune, disci-
plined multi-party democracy
system that 15 the wise of the
entire people in our country,
political parties, EAQs, all
the persons concerned, all the
people, local and overseas or-
ganizations and international
community need to cooperate
11 a constructive manner with
a sense of full understanding.
Therefore, as 1t 15 necessary
to take measures for peace
and stability and rule of law
with momentum 1n the regions
and states where the terrorist
attacks are happening cur-
rently, Ilike to presentthat the
period of State of Emergency
declared for the entire country
should be extendedfor another
six months.

Afterwards, regarding the
report by the Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services,
members of the National De-
fence and Secunty Council
participated in the discussions.
Firstly, Vice-President U Hen-
ry Van Thio said he supported
the report and suggestion by
the Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services.

Wext, Speaker of Pyithu
Hluttaw U T Khun Myat
joined the discussion saying
that in the report by the Com-
mander-an-Chief of Defence
Services, current sifuation in
the country and measures be-
ing taken by the State and to
be continued to be done were
widely viewed and discussed.

In the wide-ranging dis-
cussion on the report on exten-
sion of the period of State of
Emergency declared for the
enfire country at the 1/2023
Meeting of the MNational De-
fence and Secunty Council
held on Jan 31, 2023, a de-
cision for extension of the
pertod of State of Emergency
from Feb 1 was made unani-
mously as per the remark by
the State Constitutional Tribu-
nal and a consensus decision
of all members of the Council.
Especially, in Section 324 of
the Constitution, itis provided
that the decision by the State
Constitutional Tribunal 1s

final and conclusive. Thus,
I support that the period of
otate of Emergency declared
for the entire country in ac-
cordance with Section 324 of
the Constitution 15 extended
for another six months from
August 1, 2023 under Section
4725 of the Constitution.

Afterwards, Deputy Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Vice-Senior General
Soe Win participated in the
discussion. He spoke of dam-
ages causedto socio-economic
life due to terronsts, decrease
in terrorist acts due to coopera-
tien of the people, the need
of a certain time for the Tat-
madaw to take operations and
security measures necessary
to ensure a decrease in terror-
1st acts, efforts being made by
the Tatmadaw constantly for
peace talks to ensure perpetual
peace for the entire country,
the need to prepare to ensure
correct voting lists and support
for extension of the penod of
otate of Emergency declared
for the entire country for an-
other six months.

Then, Union Minister of
Defense, General Mya Tun
Oo, expressed his supportin a
discussion for the extension of
the period of declaring a state
of emergency for the entire
country by 6 months in ac-
cordance with the discussions
of the Commanderan-Chief of
the Defence Services and the
constitution

After that, Union Minister
Lt Gen. Soe Htut began with
the incidents of vote fraud
that occurred in the 2020
election, the occurrence of ter-
rorist acts in the country, and
security and the support for
the 6-month extension of the
state of emergency declared
for the whole country 1n ac-
cordance with the measures
taken for peace and law and
order and in accordance with
the constitution 1n a discussion
and presentation

After that, U Than Swe,
the Union Minister for Foreign
Affairs, said that duning the
past 0 months, the politics,
economy and social situations
that are being carried out to
malke the international com-
munity aware of the condi-
tions that are being developed
and he supportedthe extension
of the state of emergency
declared in the whole country
of the State Administration
Counctl government.

Then, the Tnion Minister
of Border Affairs, Lisutenant
General Tun Tun Naung said
that although the incidents of
violence have decreased, van-
ous methods are being used
to destroy the government's
governance mechanism and
armed terrorist acts are still
occurrning 1n some places and
he expressed his support for
extending the period of the
state of emergency declared
throughout the country.

After that, 1n the general
discussion, the Command-
er-in-Chief of the Defence
Services sard about terronst
activities continuously carried
out by the EAOs and PDF
nominal terronsts, overcom-
ing economic sanctions with
domestic strength, continued
actions to achieve internal
peace, and the electoral 1ssues
and the conditions that will
be continued for the country's
peace and stability.

Then Acting President U
Myint Swe, 1n the MNational
Defense and Secunty Council
Meeting Mo (1/2023) held
previously, durning the two
years of service from February
1, 2021 to February 1, 2023
by the State Administration
Council, said not only the con-
ditions that were carned out
for the benefit of the state and
citizens, but also securnity 1s-
sues, political 1ssues, business
matters, and health 1ss5ues, that
needs to be continued, were
being discussed and presented,
itwas defined as "the situation
of the country 1s not normal”.

He also noted that the
State Admimistration Couneil
carried out defense, politics,
economy and social reforms
to suit the current situation
depending on the events and
the unusual phenomenoen oc-
curring in the country.

In the previous two years
of service, he said instead of
the completed information on
the previous five-point road
map activities, he had seen
that the filling was done for
the remaining information
and preparation for further
action. In addition, it has alse
been found that supplemen-
tary changes have been made
for the national interests and
socio-economic life of the
State and citizens in the po-
litical, economic and social
objectives adopted during the
previous two years. He would
like to say that the MNational
Defense and Secunty Couneil
recognizes and honors the
measures taken to benefit the
State and citizens

It was found that the con-
ditions under which the five-
point road map and the 12
political, economic and social
objectives implementedin the
last period were fully clanfied
and discussed by the Chair-
man of the State Administra-
tien Council in this meeting.

It should also be noted
that the State Administration
Council 15 working towards
the creation of the election,
which is the primary objective,
after solving the 2020 election
fraud that caused the current
political situation.

He would like to say that
the amendment of the Political
Parties Fegistration Law 1s an
appropriate measure to make a
free and fair election, whichis
the life of democracy, to create
political parties that have the

power of consolidation and to
create an environment where
the voice of the ethnic people
can be heard.

He said that due to current
circumstances, some personal
and organizational conditions,
some of the previously exist-
ing parties faled to register
On the other side of this pro-
cess, some political parties
joined and the registration of
some new parties has been
developed, which proves that
the Political Parties Registra-
tion Law 15 a perfect law 1n
essence. According to the
Political Parties Registration
Law, when the registration
process is completed, the pro-
cess of holding an election wall
have to be prepared.

In the discussion of the
chairman of the State Ad-
ministratton Council, 1t was
seen that the holding of the
election was discussed in two
layouts. According to the first
layout, some places in Saga-
ing Fegion and the northern
part of the Magwe region, a
few places in Kayah, Kayin,
Chin states, the eastern part of
Bago Fegion and Taninthary
EBegion, where the attacks,
violence and illegal practices
are taking place, will be left
out and elections will be held
1n the rest of the country.

The second layout is the
implementation of the na-
tionwide election. There are
advantage and disadvantage
in every layout. As the current
State Administrative Council
was established based on the
Tatmadaw, Tatmadaw must
fulfill its great responsibilities
such as to protect and safe-
guard the three responsibili-
ties, to ensure that the national
interests of the state are not
affected and to serveinthe na-
tional pelitical leadership role
of the State stated in Article 6
(£} of the 2008 Constitution.
Among the advantages and
dis advantages of two electoral
scenarios, he deeply noticed
that the path of democracy,
which was discussed by the
chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council, 15 only
aimed at the people's victory.

In order to be able to hold
elections nationwide, elections
must be held countrywide that
will reflect the wishes of all the
peoplein the entire country. In
deing so, 1t has to be satd that
the objectives of the people,
such as ensuring the night to
vote independently without
fear and preventing those who
want and support viclence
from entering the parliament,
are complete discussions. In
order to hold a free and fair
election, peace and stability in
the area and law enforcement
activities must be continu-
ously implemented.

In the recent international
relations field, it has been
found that the State Admin-
1stration Council has been

applying an mdependent and
active, neutral policy and is
increasing the comprehensive
development in various fields
such as dealing with various
foreign countnes' relations 1s-
sues, economy, health and edu-
cation. He said that he 15 also
seeing that it 15 accelerating to
achieve continued progress.

In addition, 1t has been
found that the two national
objectives and two political
objectives established for the
citizens need to be carried
out 1n order to continue to
improve from the current good
situation. During the 6-month
pernied that was discussed, 1t
has also been found that there
15 still aneedto provide people
with the strength, money and
speed, including the rebuild-
ing of the basic structures of
the local communities and
the recovery and return to the
original situation that were
damaged by the Mocha storm,
including the wind disaster

During the period of
maintaining the national re-
sponsibility by the State Ad-
ministration Council, despite
the international and multi-
faceted attacks, he respectfully
acknowledges what the State
Administration Council has
done to advance the interests
of the
pending on the developments,
it can be said that the supple-
mentary measures, prepara-
tion of advance procedures
and directions and the efforts
to make afree and fair election
have made history.

He said that everyone
must work together to ensure
the stability of the country, to
have rule of law and to cre-
ate the freedom of individual
people, independence and an
election environment where
people can vote without fear.

State and citizens. De-

According to the consen-
sus and decisions of all mem-
bers of the National Defense
and Secunty Council, includ-
ing himself, who attended
today's meeting, according to
the powers of sub-section (b)
Article 421 of the Constitution
andin accordance with Article
425 of the Constitution, “the
pertod of declaring a state
of emergency for the entire
country has been extended for
another & months from August
1, 2023" according to the po-
litical situation of the country
and according to Article 419
of the Constitution, 1t 15 nec-
essary to inform the MNational
Defense and Secunty Council
that all the responsibilities
of the State will be handed
over to the "Chairman of the
State Administration Coun-
cil, Commander-an-Chief of
the Defence Services" The
Wational Defense and Secu-
rity Council would 1ssue a
statement and 1t was reported
that the National Defense and
Security Council meeting
(2/2023) was ended. 100
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1. Themeeting 2/2023 of the National Defence and Se-
curity Council of the Eepublic of the Union of Myanmar
was held at 9 30 am on 31 July 2023 Duning the meeting,
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing reported revision of five future tasks
and 12 objectives on 4 February, 2023 to increase the
development momentum of the country and to accelerate
the implementation of two political objectives and two
national objectives during the six-month extended period,
progress made 1n political and socioceconomic develop-
ment thanks to emphatic implementation of the future
tasks and objectives, terrorist attacks of so-called NUG,
CEPH and FDF terronsts, endeavours for development
of the education sector and terronst acts of terronsts to
undermine the sector, arrests of terrorists thanks to co-
operation of the public by reporting information about
them, assistance offered for development of agro- and
livestock- based MSMEs, GDP growths in respective fis-
cal years, measures taken for further increase in GDF in
the 2023-2024 fiscal yvear, enactment of the political par-
ties registration law and measures to be taken 1n terms of
security, holding negotiations with MCA -signatory ethnic
armed organizations and non-signatory ones to the NCA
for lasting peace in the entire country, arrangements to
hold peace talks, irregularities in the 2020 election, plans

to conduct population census to make voters' list correct

Republic of the Union of Myanmar
National Defence and Security Council

Notification 2/2023

14™ Waxing of 2" Waso, 1385 ME

31 July, 2023

and precise and disruption and delays caused by attacks
of terrorists, preparations made before Cyclone Mocha
hit the country, relief and rehabilitation efforts after the
storm, electoral landscape and security requirements to
continue to hold elections.

2 The National Defence and Secunty Council members
discussed the presentation of the Senior General. All
attendees including the Pro Tem President agreed that
although the State Administration Council has imple-
ment tasks for stability and all-round development of the
country, the CEPH, the NUG and their subordinate PDF,
who want to see the total collapse of the state, have car-
ried out killing innocent people, terronst bomb attacks
against public places, multiple measures to undermine
education standards of the country and bomb attacks
against roads, bridges and railroads used by the public.
They also agreed that a situation, 1n which the terronst
organizations are attempting to seize state power through
viclent means not only by undermining the stability and
the rule of law of the country but also by terrorizing the
public, 15 still continuing Moreover, 1t was also agreed
that it 15 necessary to extend the period of the state of
emergency as political parties have faced security threats
during preparations and campaign to hold elections and
measures to conduct a population census to make voters'

lists correct and precise are still underway while thereisa

need to take secunty measures to enable the public to cast
their votes in free and fair elections without fear Based on
discussions and decision, the state of emergency period
in the entire country 1s extended for another six months
starting from 1 August, 2023 to enable the Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services to accomplish his tasks in
accordance with Section 425 of the Constitution of the
Eepublic of the Union of Myanmar and the opinion of the
Constitutional Tribunal made on 1 February, 2023.

3. Itishereby announcedthat the meeting was attended
by Pro Tem President U Myint Swe, Vice-President U
Henry Van Thio, Speaker of Pyithu Hluttaw U T Khun
Myat, Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Sentor
General Min Aung Hlaing, Deputy Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-
Sentor General Sce Win, Union Minister for Defence
General Mya Tun Oo, Union Minister for Home Affairs
Lt-Gen Soe Htut, Union Minister for Foreign Affairs T
Than Swe, Unien Minister for Border Affairs Lt-Gen Tun
Tun Naung, special invitees SAC Secretary Lt-Gen Aung
Lin Dwe, Joint-Secretary Lt-Gen Ye Win Co, and Union
Minister for Legal Affairs and Attorney-General of the
Union Dr Thida Oo.

Sdf
Myint Swe

Pro Tem President

protect the lives and property of the general public.

innocent people.

RubliciNotice forEliminationf oféViolence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDFT terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including school-

teachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Mot encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH", "NUG", and “PDF" terrorists, who are intimidating and kailling people and committing destructive activities, is to

3. Giving information secretly to the anthorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of

Canada wildfires: Border blaze forces evacuations

Ottawa July 31
Evacuations were ongo-
ing on both sides of the T3-
Canada border as dangerous
wildfires continue to spread
in the Pacific Northwest.

US residents near

Oroville 1in Washington
state were told to leave their
homes on Sunday to escape
the Eagle Bluff fire.

An evacuation was also
ordered 1n the Canadian

town of Osoyoos.

Four people have died
fighting fires during Cana-
da's worst wildfire season
on record.

The American Fed Cross
said 1t set up an evacuation

centre 1n Oroville, atown of

nearly 1,700 people about
four miles (6.4 km) south of
the border.

Osoyoos 1n British Co-
lumbia is a town of about
5,500 people about two

miles north of the border.

The fire caught some
tourists off guard, including
Walter Wells and his wife,
who were celebrating their
25% wedding anniversary.

On Saturday afterncon,

he first spotted some smoke

on the horizon 1n Osoyoos,
he wasn't too concerned
because it was coming
from "a fire far away in
the US5", he told the BBC
on Monday.

BEC
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Obeisance paid to foreign venerable Sayadaws attending
auspicious ceremonies to consecrate Maravijaya
Buddha Image, to hoist umbrellas atop stupas
for stone inscriptions, to share merit

Nay Pyi Taw July 31

Auspicious ceremonies
will be held at state level on
a grand scale to consecrate
the Maravijaya Buddha Im-
age slated te be world tallest
sitting marble Buddhaimage
in the world built in D ekdchi-
nathir in Nay Py1 Taw Coun-
cil Area, to hoist umbrellas
atop stupas for stone inscrip-
tions and to share merit on
the second full-moon day
of Wase (Dhammacakka
Day) 1385 ME , 1 August,
2023 AD,

More than 70 Sayadaws
including venerable ones
from Cambodia, Thailand,
Nepal, Vietnam, Bangla-

desh, Bussian Federation,
Laos, India and 51 Lanka
will attend the auspicious
ceremonies. Chairman of the
State Administration Counecil
Prime Minister Senior Min
Aung Hlaing and party went
to and paid obeisance to the
foreign Sayadaws who are
staying at the Jasmine Hotel
to attend the auspicious cer-
£ ONies.

First, Sayadaws from
each country were intro-
duced to the leading donor
Sentor General, the Vice
Chairman of the SAC Dep-
uty Prime Minister and party
separately by State Ovada-

cariya Solasama Head of

Shwekyin Nikaya Dr Bhad-
danta MNanissara Chancellor
of Sitagu International Bud-
dhist Academies Abhidhaja
Maha Eattha Guru Abhidhaja
Aggalaha Saddhamma Jo-
tika Dr Bhaddanta Nanissara
and Eector of the Interna-
tional Theravada Buddhist
Missionary University Ab-
hidhaja Agga MMaha Sad-
dhamma Jotikadhaja Maha
Ganthavacaka Pandita Agga
Maha Pandita Maha Dham-
makathika Bahujana Hitad-
hara Bhaddanta Chekinda
Dunng the introductions,
the leading donor Senior
General said he 15 very glad

to see Sayadaws attend aus-

picious ceremonies to conse-
crate the Maravijaya Buddha
Image, to hotst umbrellas
atop stupas for stone 1nscrip-
trons and to share ment and
invites citizens of respective
countries of the Sayadaws to
pay obeisance to the Buddha
Image Arrangements have
been made for Sayadaws to
stay 1n peace of mind dunng
thevisitto Myanmar. Asven-
erable Sayadaw themselves
have attended the auspicious
ceremonies, cooperation
in religious affairs will be
strengthened, contributing
to the fl ourishing of Buddha
Sasana.

—ayadaws said they were

proud of being invited to the
auspicious ceremonies and
the visits will strengthen the
friendship between countries
while paving way for further
cooperation for religious af-
fairs. They were also proud
of paying obeisance to the
world's tallest sitting marble
Buddha Image They also
expressed their belief that
Myanmar will become the
centre of Theravada Bud-
dhism.

After the introductions,
the leading donor Senior
General offered marble rep-
licas of the Buddhaimagesto
the Sayadaws, who presented

Dhamma gifts and cash do-

nations for construction of
the Buddha image to the
leading donor Sentor Gener-
al. Similarly, the leading do-
nor Sentor General received
donations for construction of
the Buddha Image, robes and
Dhamma gifts contributed by
those who have accompanied
the Sayadaws.

The foreign Sayadaws
viewed the Buddha Image,
religious edificesin the Bud-
dha Park, the Musalinda
MNagayon Pagoda and stupas
for stoneinseriptions and re-
sponsible officials conducted
them around the respective
places.

100

Bago Region approves US$179.095 million
of foreign investment, K73.235 billion of citi-
zen investments from Feb 2021 to July 2023

Bago July 31

Foreign investment
amounted to $179.095 mil-
lion and citizen investment,
more than K75 23 billien
in Bago Region durning the
period from February 2021 to
July 2023, saud U Ko Ko Latt,
Director of Bago Begion Di-
rectorate of Investment and
Company Administration

In July this year, Bago
Eegion authorities allowed
$2.812 million further in-
vestments into the existing

investment amount at three

industries, creating employ-
ments for more than 100
labourers.

“The Bago Region In-
vestment Committee allowed
extended amounts of foreign
investments for three indus-
tries 1in July In this regard,
$2.812 million of foreign
investment lowed into these
industries. As such, they can
create jobs for 100 Myanmar
workers Among the ap-
proved industries, the busi-
nessperson from an industry

submitted a proposal to 1m-

port necessary machinery
to operate his industry with
the use of solar power. Two
more industries are manu-
facturing sports equipment
and synthetic Howers These
industries will be installed
with more machinery with
adding labourers. A garment
also submitted a proposal to
operate its business soon. So,
the region committee seeks
a remark from the Myanmar
Garment Entrepreneurs As-
sociation for operating such

a garment factory If the

committee has received the
remarks from the association,
the garment factory will have
the chance to implement its
project,” the director ex-
plained.

A total of 30 businesses
have put their investments
in five major sectors such
as industrial, electric power,
livestock and fishery, agri-
cultural and service sectors.
Industries from relevant sec-
tors have created employ-
ment opportunities to 8,596

workers AS

Storm Doksuri: Two dead as Beijing is
battered by widespread flooding

Beijing July 31

At least two people have
died 1n Beijing as China 1s
battered by one of the strong-
est storms to hit the country
in years.

Storm Doksuri has been
causing widespread flooding
and has led to chaos across
northern China

In the capital, at least
31,000 people have been

forced to flee their homes,
while subway stations have
been closed.

“While the storm - a for-
mer super-typhoon -1s wealk-
ening, officials have urged
people to remain indoors.

A red alert has been is-
sued in the city and employ-
ers have been ordered to
allow people to work from
home, with the death tell

from the severe flooding
expected to rise in the com-
ing days.

Rainfall in Beijing and
other cities in northern China
has already reached dan-
gerously high levels, while
driving rains are expected to
continue for at least another
24 hours.

China's Meteorological

Bureau said an average of

170.9mm of rain deluged
Beijing between Saturday
night and noon on Monday,
the equivalent of the average
rainfall for the entire month
of July.

The storm made landfall
in Fujian Province on Fri-
day, causing landslides and
flooding before moving north
towards the capital.

BERC

Tourism

industry

resumes in

Rakhine

State for

70 per cent

Sittwe July 31

Tourism services have
recently resumed 1n Ea-
khine State despite facing
impacts of cyclone Mocha.

U Tin Tun Aung, di-
rector of REakhine State
Directorate of Hotels and
Tourism, said that a total of
71 hotels, motels andlodges
are being operated There
are 102 hotels, metels and
lodges in the entire state
of Fakhine, and a total of
51 of 68 hotels and lodges
are being operated in Nga-

pali Beach, which attracts

alarge number of tourists
Although it 15 the rainy
season at present, there are
people wvisiting Ngapali
Beach, and 1t 15 known that
many people visit Pearl Is-
land during the rainy season.
Pearl 1sland 15 a 20-minute
drive from Ngapali Gyeik-
taw by motor schooner
The Three-kilometre
long MNgapali Beach 15 lo-
cated seven miles from
Thandwe, in Thandwe Dis-
trict of Eakhine State. ASH
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