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XI Moscow Conference on International Security in
2023 held; Chairman of State Administration
Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing sends video message

-

of {SNG J¢hairi an]

[SenionG eneral VAnYun g HIain g atiVIC LS 20231

Nay Pyi Taw August 16

The Ministry of Defence
of the Fussian Federation
opened the XI Moscow
Conference on International
Security 1n 2023 (MCIS-
2023) at the Fussian Military
Patriotic Park in Moscow
yesterday. Chairman of the
State Administration Couneal
Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Sentor General
Min Aung Hlaing sent avideo
message.

The Plenary Session 1 was
heldunder the topic " Security
in the Middle East and the
African Continent: military
aspects” from 12.20 pm to
2 pm; the Plenary Session 2
“Securty in the Asia-Pacific
Eegion” from 320 pm to
4 50pm; the Plenary Sesston 3
“Interaction of defence agen-
cies: conditions and expecta-
tions” from 5.20 pm to 7 pm.
The address delivered by the
Semtor General in the form of
avideomessage was screened
from 352 pm to 4 04 pm dur-
ing the Plenary Session 2.

A rough translation of the
full text of the address 15 as
followrs:

Although it’s my desire
to attend the conference in
person, I can only send avideo
address as I am fully occupied
with daily work. “ASEAN
unity, vital for the peace and
stability of the Asia-Pacific
Eegion” 15 the main message
of my discussion.

Asia-Pacific Region cov-
ers Asian land territories and

Indian Ocean, which 15 also
a home to over 4.3 billion
people or more than half
the global population. The
world's most populous coun-
tries, China and India, also lie
in the region.

Food securnity is the most
basic factor of the region
where over 60% of the global
population 1s living. Some
countries are using the dol-
lar that has connections with
financial and secunty 1ssues as
a weapon in trading the main
agro-inputsincluding fuel and
chemical fertilizers.

The trade wvalue of the
Asia-Pacific Eegion 1in 2022
was nearly USD 19 tnllion
andthe value of services trade
was USD 3.5 trullion. The
region, where about 59% of
the goods are unloaded and
40% loaded, has the heaviest
maritime traffic in the world.
Of the 30 top container termi-
nals of the world, 20 are in the
region, which controls 56% of
marthme container transport.

China, India and Indene-
sia are the leading o1l produc-
ers of the region Although
Chinais atop o1l producer, 1t
has to import o1l due to high
local demand. India is the
third largest o1l consumer in
the world after the US and
China In 2022, oil output of
Asia-Pacific Region hit 3.3%
of global o1l production. The
region consumed 38% of
global oil preduction to fulfill
its local demand Accord-
ing to the indicators of the

e EpndeT e e s e

International Energy Agency
the region’s current daily oil
demandis 30 8 million barrels
and in 2030 the number will
reach 385 million, thereby
creating a huge crude o1l and
natural gas market.

Because of its high popu-
lation and important locality
for global trade, its wvitality
in multiple sectors including
security 1ssues is increasing.
In this regard, the US, Euro-
pean Union and NATO are
paying more attention to the
region for their own interest
and promoting direct or in-
direct engagements with the
countries of the region.

The world 15 now facing
disparities and disagreements
due to the breakout of an epi-
demic, nvalry among global
powers, unsolved territonal
disputes and recent crises
Intense nvalry for supremacy
comes alongside the huge
shift in the balance of power.
Weakness in the stability and
securitty of the world has a
significant tmpact on the
security and economy of the
Asia-Pacific Pegion.

Fegional cooperation
groups like ASEAN play a
vital role in alleviating the
impacts of global instability
and insecurity. Promotion of
mutual talks, realization of
conflict resolution processes,
development of economic co-
operation, and encouragement
of cooperative invelvement of
the countries will be helpful in
facing the challenges of the

s,

PAVVideolm essagefof (Ru ssianiPresidentiViadimiryBu tinfaNELS 25202 38

region and restoring global
peace, stability and prosperity.

In 1267, imtial members
Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore and
Thaland signed the ASEAN
declaration to form the ASE-
AN In 1984, Brunei joined
the ASEAN, Viet Nam in
1995, Myanmar and Laos in
1997 and Cambodia in 1999,
ASEAN member states with
different religions have been
firmly upholding the basic
principles 1n the ASEAN
Charter adopted 1n tts initial
stage as non-interference in
internal affairs amember state
and peaceful co-existence
for 56 years to serving the
interests of member states in
unison.

Currently, the ASEAN
with more than 687 million
population and U3$3.66 tril-
lion of GDP 15 capable of
serving the interests of inside
and outside regional countries
by using 1ts strong power and
capacity. Moreover, ASEAN
countries utilizing under-
ground and aboveground
resources and water resources
fulfill energy and food re-
quirements of the world on
one hand. The ASEAN in
Asia-Pacific region becomes
a dnve for regional solidar-
ity and cooperation. It could
forge formation of ASEAN
Economic Commumity, Politi-
cal and Secunty Community,
Social and Cultural Com-
munity as well as the unity
in economic, political, social

and cultural sectors among
ASEAN countries.

Although the ASEAN
15 not a mulitary alliance but
its defence power consolida-
tion 15 very powerful The
consolidation between Viet
Nam and Myanm ar with mili-
tary experiences and other
ASEAN Countries possessing
powerful weapons 15 remark-
ably reliable for the world.
The ASEAN plays a key role
in meetings between ASE-
AN and its partner countries
such as East ASTA Summits
and ASEAN+3 summits in
relations with other pow-
ethouse countries in Asia-
Pacific region. Moreover, the
association influences over
the regional cooperation and
helps strengthen mutual co-
operation to enhance peaceful
relation measures.

Assuch, the unity of ASE-
AN is essential for fostering
the peace, stability and pros-
pertty of Asta-Pacific region.
So, only when the ASEAN 15
strengthening with conselida-
tion will 1t be powerful for the
Asia-Pacific region. While
initiating the unity among
member States, the ASEAN
15 facing challenges of such
unity.

With regard to IMyanmar,
political, economic and secu-
rity measures can be stabilized
in most of the country except
some areas of Myanmar MMy-
anmar 15 striving for ensuring
security, peace and stability,
rule of law and economic

development of the nation
50 as to hold a free and fair
multiparty democratic gen-
eral elections to hand over the
State responsibilities to the
elected political party under
the democratic norms.

The ASEAN bridges the
Indian Ocean and the Pacific
Ccean, as a focal point of the
Asia-Pacific region As the
unity of ASEAN is of great
importance for the peace and
stability of the whole Asia-
Pacific region, 1t 15 necessary
to overcome and respond to
deep challenges of the region
with firm unity and coop-
eration of regional countries
including the ASEAN. The
Senior General stressed the
need for all to join hands in
seeking the peaceful solutions
for conflicts and problems
among the regional countries
and to grasp the opportunities
to develop the region.

The 11*MCIS-2023 con-
cluded at 6 30 pm local stand-
ard ime.

Heads of State from five
countriesincluding the Sentor
General sent video records
to the meeting, and 1t was
attended by more than 800
attendees including defence
ministers from 20 countries
comprising SAC member
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Defence Admi-
ral Tin Aung San, 16 deputy
defence ministers from 16
countries, 12 directors from
12 countries.

100
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More than 70 hotels and lodges
resume operations in Rakhine State

Sittway August 16
The Rakhine State Di-

rectorate of Hotels and

Tourism stated that more
than 70 hotels and lodges
are being operated to give

services to the guests 1n

Rakhine State in the post-
Meocha period.

Fakhine State 15 en-
dowed with the most fa-
mous Ngapalt beach and
MraukU cultural hentage

arca.

in post-Mocha period

«’Fz\%

=

W

IMoreover, Eakhine
State manages border trade
with neighbouring country
Bangladesh through Sittway
and Maungtaw. As such,
local and foreign travellers

and businesspersons inter-

estingly visit Rakhine State.
Hence, more than 100
hotels and lodges oper-

ated services. But, some

| hotels and lodges closed in

: monsoon due to declining

arrivals of travellers and
they resume operation in
open season

In the aftermath of Mo-
cha, officials repaired hotels

and lodges as quickly as

- possible to accommodate

So, a total of 71

hotels and lodges have been

guests

repaired 1in Fakhine State,
according to the information
from the Ministry of Hotels
and Tourism.

So far, 31 hotels and
lodges are closed temporar-
ily 1n Eakhine State, includ-
ing 27 hotels and ledges 1n
Thandwe Township, three 1n
MraukU Township and one
in Gwa Township.

336

and robbing.

~

general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CERPH, NUG and PDF terrorist

groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH",
“MNUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 15 to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Thayet, Aunglan districts cultivate
monsoon sesame against the target

Magway August 16

Thayet and Aunglan dis-
tricts 1n Magway Eegion
grew more than 240,000
acres of monsocon sesame
exceeding the target in 2023
monsoon, said deputy direc-
tor U Htay Maing of Magway
Fegion Agriculture Depart-
ment.

The region set a plan to
grow 235426 acres of mon-
soon sesame as local farmers
culttvate black, white andred

sesame in 1n monsoon this

year in Thayet and Aunglan
districts.

During this monsoon,
farmers in both districts
cultivated 246,446 acres
of monsoon sesame tll 7
Auvgust against the target of
235,462 acres, exceeding
10,984 acres, he added.

Officials from Magway
Fegion Agnculture Depart-
ment raise farmer aware-
ness to use quality strains of
crops, fertilizers and natural
fertilizers, pest preventive

measures and agricultural
high yield

techniques to have

L R

i

"’

of crops.
Po Htet (Minbu)

Authorities allow trade activities to be
carried out by border trade and
maritime trade with Thailand

Myawady August 16

In order to facilitate My-
anmar-That border trade,
trade can be carried out at
all Myanmar-That border
trade stations and mari-
time trade routes, according
to Myawady Trade Zone
under the Trade Depart-
ment of the Ministry of

Commerce.

Due to heavy rains on
August 7, Myawady Foad,
which 15 the Myanmar-Thai-
land trade route on the Asian
Highway, was damaged in
some parts of the road Itis
also reported that as they are
currently prepanng, authorn-

ties are giving permission to

prepare for the facilitation of
such Myanmar-Thai border
trade.

"In order to ensure that
there is no delay in trade
activities, exporters and im-
porters who have obtained
export and import license
approvals for export and

import goods will be allowed

te change the station if they
want to export and import
from any Myanmar-Thai-
land border gate In addition,
if they want to export and
import goods by sea, they
will be allowed to change
them," sard U Thet Naing
Win, Director of Myawady
Border Trade Zone. ASH

Maungdaw broder
trade camp exceeded
trade target in July
despite monsoon

Maungdaw August 16
Trade
Maungdaw border trade

volume at

camp exceeded the target in
July despite the rainy season,
according to the Ministry of
Commerce.

In the monsoon, trade

£ | activities including transport

are usually difficult How-
ever, the border trade camp
in Rakhine State managed
to trade well and meet the
border trade target 1n July
In comparison with July last
year, the same month of this
vear saw an exceeding target
accounting for 108.6% 1in
border trade.

In July of the current
2023-2024 fiscal year,

Maungdaw border trade

camp targeted a trade val-
ue of US$1.030 million—
TU:S81 millien in expert and

T3$0.030 million in import.
However, it actually earned a
total trade value of U351.113
million—US$1 028 million
in export and TS$0 085 mal-
lion in import.

In July the camp exported
agricultural products such as
wet ginger, plum, betel nut,
tamarine, marine products
such as hilsa, dried prawn,
and several kinds of fish,
and finished industnal prod-
ucts such as dned Thanakha
paste, plum jam, slippers
and others. It imported PVC
pipes, PVC tanks, and men's
T-shirts

Transport charges for a
viss of goods from Sittway
to Maungdaw range from
K70 to K110 depending on
the weight The charges from
Maungdaw to Sittway range
from K50 to K80, 336
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