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SAC Vice Chairman Deputy Prime Minister Vice-
Senior General Soe Win addresses Illegal Trade
Eradlcatlon Steermg Commlttee meeting 5/2023

Vlce—Sen

Nay Pyvi Taw Octuber 9

The Illegal Trade Eradi-
cation Steering Committee
held the meeting 5/2023 at
the Ministry of Commerce
here at 7 pm, addressed by
the committee chairman Vice
Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior
General Soe Win.

Also present were union
ministers U Win Shein, Lt-
Gen Yar Pyae and U Tun
Ohn, deputy ministers, MNay
Pyi Taw Council member, the
Eevenue Appellate Tribunal
chair, permanent secretaries,
directors general and of-
ficials. Chairs of region and
state illegal trade eradication
special teams took part 1n
the meeting through video
conferencing.

The Vice-Senior Gen-
eral sad at his meeting with
regionfstate chief ministers
and chairs of self-admin-
istered zones and division,
the Prime Minister gave a
guidance, saying, “The State
1simplementing programs to
eradicate illegal trade. Illegal
border trade has adverse ef-
fects on national income.
Trade with foreign countries
should be conducted properly
in accord with the law. Acts
that viclate the law should be
exposed and action should be
taken against the violators”

At the MNational Defence
and Security Council meet-

ing, the PM also said, “Ana-

N
tion must have robust driving

force in econemy, politics
and defence. Strong econom-
1c driving force will enhance
political and defence power
or in other words, promote
the political and defence driv-
ing force, and eventually, the
country will become power-
ful "

development is pivotal for

Production and trade

national economic growth
But illegal trade 15 the main
culprit that 1s harming the
production and trade sector
Every country 1s facing 1l-
legal trade, but 1n Myanmar
its root are strong and it
15 growing throughout the
successive periods. Hence,
severe action 15 required If
the problem cannot be han-
dled properly, it may hurt
the national economy and
the public sociceconomic
progress. Hence, the anti-
illicit trade program calls for
effective checks andlegal ac-
tions to reinforce the national
economic drive.

Durning July and August
transport of illegal rice by
vessels, train and cars could
be exposed In addition, at-
tempts to transport illegal
rice through Yangon Eegion
could be stopped. Moreover,
11 1llegal containers were
exposed at Thilawa Special
Economic Zone.

Mon State 1llegal trade
eradication special team , act-
ing on information, searched

the five cargo wagons in

v, sl
T 'l'l”.] .'-dk

Mawlatﬁyiﬁt Reﬂway ::>ta-
tion and found 1659 bags of
QE.-code-less corn seeds on 2
August. Further information
led to the arrest of 31 suspi-
clous cargo wagons on Bago-
Mawlamyine railroad and
another 37 at Bagon Station.
The teams could arrest
eight undecumented cars at
Mayanchang inspection gate.
They found undocumented
bags of corn seed on avessel
sailing towards Mawlamyine
from Yangon Asinitial state-
ments made by the captain
and the company owner were
different, the teams continued
the search. Ciwvil servants
could expose 91,359 bags
(4567.95 tons) of undocu-
mented illegal corn seeds at
a current value of over Ks 2 9
billion on 88 cargo wagons,
one vessel and eight cars
Hence, they together with
their supervisors are hon-
oured with pleasure and their
work 15 acknowledged The
relevant ministries should
apply reward and punishment
programs and should reward
public servants for their bril-
liant accomplishments. Here,
severe action should also be
taken against the persons who
violate the rules.
Pegarding the seized
items without evidence,
management was made to
confiscated the seized items
as quickly as possible not
for less and waste, sconest

take legal action against the

companies who failed to do
legal measures for harming
the interests of the State and
quickly auction the seized
items off As such, seized
maize seeds could be pro-
cured without waste and
loss, earning K3 057 billion
of revenue exceeding K2 9
billion of target, confiscating
over K80 million as public
finance rather than the target.

Thilawa Special Econom-
ic Zone systematically man-
ages export and import meas-
ures of the State as well as G
to Gprocess. In so doing, out-
standing service personnel
exposed the attempts of some
companies which imported
the goods without import
licence by abusing import
licences of other companies.
As such, more than 300,000
kilogrammes of import goods
worth more than K479 mil-
lion could be confiscated as
the public finance. Smuggled
items were seizedin July and
Augustthanks to endeavours
of 1llegal trade eradication
special task forces in regions
and states and the steering
commiftee.

Illegal trade eradication
special task forces strived
for seizing illegal trade
worth 10,445 742 million
1n 611 casesin July 2023 and
¥ 12,454 244 million in 540
cases in July. In companson
with the seizures, illegal
trade 1tems worth K610 388
million in 369 cases were
seized 1n July 2022 and
E7.002.613 million in 480
cases in August. Although
this year's cases and wvalue
of seizures exceeded that
of previous year, indicating
illegal trade process in both
export and import measures.
As such, the Vice-Senior
General stressed that special
task forces need to carefully
expose and seize export and
import measures in order to
preventillegal trade.

As export goods as well
as import goods are man-
aged by car, vessel and train

in eradicating illegal trade,
S0P must be schemed for
the aviation export process in
conformity with the current
situation. The e-lock system
15 being implemented for
checking transport of com-
modity as a six-moth pilet
project. Officials have to
cooperate in seeking strong
and weak points of the e-lock
system for use of containers
andvans in respective phases
in order to eradicate the ille-
gal trade so as to implement
such a system throughout the
nation.

As seized maize seeds
are perishable, action was
soonest taken against of-
fenders under the Customs
Law and Export/Import Law
So, these seeds could be pro-
cured without damage, earn-
ing the revenue rather than
the expected. It depended
on collaborative efforts on
consideration based on legal
affairs and rapid process. The
Customs Law comprises the
original law and bylaws. Due
to its rules and regulation on
prevention of loss for the
owners, it needs to take a
time for legal action like the
Export/Import Law and con-
fiscation for public finance.
As such, 1t 15 necessary to
consider amending the laws
and bylaws to be confined
with the situations if neces-
sary. As laws are enacted
by human, these should be
amended by human but such
act must be based on firm
reasons. With regard to the
illegal trade which is tak-
ing root in successive eras
in Myanmar, cases of fuel
and cooking oil including
export and import measures
are being exposed for takung
action. Belevant departments
need to supervise the acts
of eradicating the illegal
trade not to harm the State
economy and the economic
drive. Eradication of illegal
trade can contribute to the

State economy on one hand.

As the illegal trade hinders

market competitiveness of lo-
cal businesses, officials need
to place more emphasis on
eradication of illegal trade.

Then, Steering Comumit-
tee Secretary Deputy Min-
ister for Commerce U Min
Min clanfied the progress in
implementing the resolutions
of the meeting (4/2023) and
the activities of the Steenng
Committee.

Wext, leader of the Task
Force of the Steering Com-
mittee’s Office Deputy Direc-
tor General U Aung Thwin
Oo, Director General of the
Transport Planning Depart-
ment 1T Thint Myat Thu, Di-
rector General of the Central
Equipment Statistics and In-
spection Department U Han
Win Aung, Director General
of the Customs Department U
Thein Swe, Director General
of the Trade Department T
Myint Thura and Director
General of the Food and Drug
Control Department Profes-
sor Dr Khin Zaw read out the
messages sent to the meeting
(5/2023).

Steening Committee Vice
Chairmen Union Ministers T
Win Shein and Lt-Gen Yar
Pyae and member Union
Minister U Tun Ohn reported
on illegal trade reviews, E-
Lock system issues, laws,
andregulations to be revised,
seizures of drugs, controlled
chemicals, illegal vehicles,
foodstuff, medicines, and
cosmetics and preventive
measures, the sale of goods
online illegally, and the use
of the QF. Code.

After that, those present
at the meeting discussed their
relevant sectors in the fight
against illegal trade.

Then the leader of the
Task Force of the Steering
Committee’s Office read out
the draft resolutions of the
meeting (3/2023).

Later, the Vice-Senior
General coordinated the mat-
ters related to the reports and
discussions and concluded

100

the meeting.

ul

1 Declanng themselves to be “for the people”
of the general public, as well as looting and robbing
2 Mot encouraging, supporting, or assising “CEPH”, "NUG", and “PDF" terronsts, who are inhmidating and kalling people and commithing destructive activities, 1s to protect the hives and

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

property of the general public.
Giving infonmation secretly to the authonties on terronsts and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition 1s tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.

,the so-called CEPH, WUG and PDF terronst groups are lawlessly kalling Buddhist menlks, civil servants including schoolteachers, and members
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Myanmar plans to hold 2023 mid-year
Myanmar Gems Emporium

in NPT in Oct
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Nay Pyi Taw October 9
The 2023 mid-year My-
anmar Gems Empornum will
be heldin Nay Pyi Taw in Oc-
tober, according to the Minis-

A previous Gem s Emporium in progress;|
B P progress |

’.&-

try of Natural Eesources and
Environmental Conservation
on October 5, 2023

The gems emporium will
be held by the Central Com-

(S
mittee of Myanmar Gem and
Jewellery Exhibition under
the supervision of the Minis-
try of Natural Besources and

Envirenmental Conservation

= from October 20 to 28 at the

Mani Yadanar Jade Hall of
Nay Py1 Taw.

At the emporium, pearls,
gems, and jade sets from
Myanmar will be presented

| and sold.

At the emporium, pearls,

i gems, and jades will be dis-
_ played and sold as groups

(A), group (B), and group
(C). It will be displayed and
sold 1n 3 groups, with high-
quality jade sets in Group

G (A), middle grade jade sets

in group (B) and low grade
jade sets in group (C).

In the exhibition, 100
pairs of pearls, 160 pairs of
gems and 4,025 pairs of jade
will be presented and sold

336

State economic promotion fund covers

cooperative society members in

Mandalay October 9

A total of K944 million
has been disbursed as agri-
cltural costs for cultivation of
monsoon paddy to members
of cooperative societiesin 10
townships in Mandalay Re-
gion, said assistant director
U Hlaing Moe of IMandalay
Eegion Cooperative Depart-
ment.

The department 1ssued
K944 million loans from the
State economic premotion
fund to 1,787 farmers from
43 cooperative societie from
10 townships for cultivation
of mensoon paddy on 4,720

acres of farmlands.

“The cooperative socie-
ties engaging 1n cultivation
of monsoon paddy organize
local farmers for borrowing
loans from the department.
So far, the department has
loaned 1,487 farmers. The
Eegion government trans-
ferred loans from the State
economic promotion fund to
the General Administration
Department for disbursement
of loans to farmers. The ac-
counts of GAD transferred
the loans to the township
cooperative syndicates again.
The township cooperative
syndicates issued loans to

farmers starting from July.

Such loan 15 set at a soft inter-

est rate for farmers, and they
have to pay back the loans
once for every six months,”
he explained.

The townships of farmers

10 townships

who got loans are Madaya,
Myittha, TadalU, Mahlaing,
Thazi, Wundwin, Mying-
yan, Taungtha, Yamethin and

Pyawbwe townships.

185

Mbankolo landslides
kill 30 in Cameroon

capital Yaoundé

Yaoundé October 9

At least 30 people have
been killed in landslides
caused by heavy rains in
Cameroon's capital Yaounde,
the emergency services have
satd.

A local radio station put
the death toll at 40, saying
that many people are still
Misstng.

Eescue efforts were ham-
pered by floods, forcing lo-
cals to pull bodies out of the
debris with their bare hands.

Heavy rainfall caused
the Mefou Eiver to burst its
banks on Sunday, submerg-
ing several neighbourhoods.

The disaster comes al-
most a year after at least 14
people died 1n another land-
slide in the city.

The poor neighbourhood

of Mbankole was worst af-

fected in the latest disaster,
with some homes, built on
slopes, collapsing and banana
trees being uprooted.

Housing and Urban De-
velopment Minister Celes-
tine Ketcha Courtés told the
BBC ateam would "work all
day long to continue finding
people®.

The bodies of children
were “spread out on the wet
ground’, aresident was quot-
ed as saying by the Camercon
Voice news website.

In total, 12 bodies have
been identified and taken to
the morgue, the pnivate Actu
Cameroun website reports.

About 25 houses were
swept away by the raging
floods and "many families are
certainly still trapped alive",
it added.

BEC

Extra allowance K1,000 added to minimum
wage K4,800 of workers across the nation

Nay Pyi Taw October 2

The minimum wage
setiing national committee
stated a press release, say-
ing that an extra allowance
worth 1,000 was added to
the minimum wage of all
workers worth K4 800 start-
ing from 5 October.

Such kind of new mini-
mum wage will be inclusive
of all workers from garment

factories and other factones

across the nation. Such new
minimum wage must be
calculated starting from 1
October.

“Last five years, calcula-
tton of mimimum wage was
based on K600 per hour. 5o,
employee could get K4 800
as daily wage in minimum.
Mow, extra allowance was set
as K 1,000 per day. As such,
employee can get 30,000 as

extra allowance per month.

wome private factories have
extended allowance for many
months. So, they donotneed
to add more allowance for
workers but the factories
which have not added al-
lowance yet need to expand
meoere allowance to workers,”
sard TJ Hitemn L1, member of
Thakayta Industrial Zone
Management Committee of
Yangon Region.

The minimum wage was

set as K4,800 per day on
14 MMay 2018, and five years
after, 1t was added with
K1,000 as extra allowance
per day
EBefore emergence of the
notification, the majority of
factories in Yangon Fegion
have added new allowance
to workers from industrial
zones and garment factories
in advance.
ASH

US moves warships
closer to Israel after
Hamas attack

‘Washington October 9

The US says it 1s moving
an aircraft carrier, ships and
jets to the eastern MMediter-
ranean and will also give
Israel additional equipment
and ammunifion

It follows the Hamas
attack on southern Israel,

which President Biden called

an “unprecedented and ap-
palling assault®.

A T3 National Security
spokesperson said several
US citizens were among the
dead.

Israel saysmore than 700
people have been killed and
100 kidnapped.

In Gaza, more than 400
people have been killed fol-
lowing retaliatory Israeli air
strikes, according to Palestin-
1an officials.

US Defence Secretary

Lloyd Austin said the US3
Gerald B. Ford awrcraft carrier,
amissile cruiser and four mis-
sile destroyers were heading
to the region. He said fighter
jets would also be sent.
Further military ad to Is-
rael would be sentin the com-
ing days, the White House
said, adding that the US was
working to ensure Israel's
enemies did not try to seek
advantage from the situation.
The large deployment
reflects American concerns
that the conflict between
Israel and Hamas could draw
in other parts of the region.
In particular, the US is
eager to prevent Lebanon's
powerful Hezbollah move-
ment from joining the con-
flict. It 1s backed by Iran,
which alse funds and arms

BEC

Hamas.

The ISS'Girald R Fard aircraft car

to the region.

rier is heading
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