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SAC Vice Chairman Deputy Prime Minister Vice-
Senior General Soe Win addresses Myanmar Special
Economic Zone Central Committee meeting 1/2023

aln ! | 131 i
:Seniui'i;Genera]:SnéWin addressesithe mele 'g..ﬂ

EETHTASN TR NE
Nay Pyvi Taw October 12

The Myanmar Special
Economic Zone Central
Committee held the meeting
1/2023 at the Ministry of
Commerce here this after-
noon addressed by Chairman
of the committee Vice Chair-
man of State Administration
Council Deputy Prime Min-
1ster Vice-Sentor General
Soe Win

Also present were mem-
bers of the commuttee, union
ministers and deputy minis-
ters, management committee
chairs of Thilawa, Kyauk-
phyu and Dawer SEZs, di-
rectors general and officials.
Chief ministers of Yangon
Eegion, Taminthay:r Fegion
and Fakhine State attended
the meeting through video
conferencing.

Vice-Senior General said
SEZs are set up in global
countries including Myan-
mar as they attract invest-
ments, generate job oppor-
tunities, increase exports,
serve as a link to widen the
economic scope, support
the global value chain, and
ENSUTE ECOMOMIC PIOSIEsS
and success effectively by
producing a large wvariety
of goods through industrial
development.

SEZs are offering fiscal
incentive, regulatory incen-
tive, and infrastructure in-
centive.

Statisticsin 2022 indicate
that 145 countries have about
7000 SEZs, generating over
100 million job opportuni-
ties. They can also develop
industrial policies and at-
tract international investment
more, apart from creating job

opportunities.

l| |':I il @.

U il

NG l

[T
SEZs of developing

countries are priorifizing
the trade facilitation process
which 15 the base for turning
MSMEs 1nte modern and
innovative mdustries. SEZs
are also being turned into
integrated zones that house
service industries in addi-
tion to production industries
SEZs must be supportive of
the encouragement given by
the SAC to develop MSMEs
A comprehensive SEZ Law
could be enacted 1n 2014
through amendments, andits
rules were enactedin 2015

The country now has
three SEZs. It launched
Thilawa 3EZ 1n 2013, and
15 1mplementing Kyaukphyu
and Dawe1 SEZs according
to year-wise plans. Normally,
the national interest must
be prioritized 1n economic
undertakings, but due to eco-
nomic connections, friend-
ship and common interest
should alse be taken inte
account seriously,

Thilawa SEZ 15 success-
fully conducting business and
15 standing as a renowned
The
relevant ministries should

zone in the region

strive to maintain the foreign
investment opportunities
and to facilitate the existing
businesses with the goal of
attracting new companies
and investors through coor-
dination

Thilawa SEZ 15 located
on 667 275 hectares formed
with Zone A and Zone B
where Free Zone and Pro-
motion Zone are formed to
manage export process and
import-substitute manufac-
turing process. There are
114 companies in the zone

Wk

with foreign investments of
21 countries. Its investment
amounts to U382,190.79 mil-
lion. The zone occupies 3.6
per cent of GDP 1n 2022-23
financial year, one per cent
of the nation-wise export
volumen 2022 and three per
cent of export valume of the
private sector

In reviewing the work
accomplishment of the zone
in 2023-24 financial year,
the zone managed export
value worth U5$54.945 mil-
lien and import value worth
Us$162 653 million totalling
217.598 million from Apnl
to July. Duning the period,
the State earned K22 tullion
of various revenues As it
was a four month pertod, 1t1s
necessary to continue striving
for earning a greater amount
of revenues and trade this fi-
nancial year. Moreover, three
companies in the free zone
and one company 1n the pro-
motion zone in Thilawa SEZ
could not launch preduction
of sport equipment, vehicles,
wires, circutt chips, plastie
machine parts, foodstuff and
softdrinks due to various
reasons but they now are in
operation thanks to efforts of
the management committee
Assuch, the supervisory com-
mittee needs to provide neces-
sary fulfilmentto the factories
to imely complete the process
and launch the export process
via manufacturing.

With regard to the sig-
nificangt event of the zone,
employees from an invested
company 11 the zone abused
licences of other company for
seeking the import of illegal
goods. So, illegal import of
goods worth more than US§2

million were exposed and
seized As such, it 15 neces-
sary to emphasise further
Necessary supervision not
to cause sumilar cases again.
The management must be
made under the work pro-
cedures that after mother
companies had paid back
the loans of the companies in
SEZs, the list of these com-
panies mustbe removed from
the foreign loan borrower list.
In addition, 1t 15 necessary
to make arrangements for
foreign investments of new
compantes to invest US dol-
lar and any foreign currencies
approved by the Myanmar
Foreign Trade Bank and the
Central Bank of Myanmar
A5 the CBM 15 negotiating
the legal currency exchange
and use with partner coun-
tries, the management com-
mittees need to inform the
newly-contacted relevant
compantes about currency
affairs.

Among three economic
objectives of the State Ad-
mimstration Council, stabliz-
ing the market economic sys-
tem and inviting the foreign
investments to develop the
economy of the entire people
15 the most important.

In order to accomplish the
objective, relevant ministries
are to give good service in-
ternationally to companies in
the zones 1n order to practi-
cally implement the SOPs.
if so, further foreign 1nvest-
ments can be invited, and an
emphasts can be placed on
economic development. As
the chairmen and members
have been reformed at the
management committees
to properly lead the SEZs,

the relevant management
committees have to super-
vise giving better services
with systematic formation
of one-stop service centresin
SEZs1n order to gain greater
progress and increase the
exportvolume Moreover, the
companies in the zones must
bemanagedto have conveni-
ence 1n manufacturing.

In operating the busi-
nesses, necessary raw mate-
rials must be imported while
quality raw materials from
MEME businesses at home
must be used as much as
possible.

As developed countries
are using the multimodel
transport services on a wider
scale Myanmar needs to
make preparations so as to
use apply the multimodel
transport services in con-
nection with the special eco-
NOmic ZONEs

Moreover, arrangements
are being made to implement
the Kyaukpyu-Mandalay-
Muse railway project to con-
tribute to Kyaukpyu SEZ pro-
ject, and upon completion,
1t will help improve better
commodity flow between
Myanmar and China.

A framework agreement
of the deep-sea port project
regarding the Kyaukphyu
Special Economic Zone was
signed on November 8, 2018.
The Shareholders' Agreement
was signed 1n January 2020
and the Concession Agree-
ment 1n November 2020,
There are some points that
can be contradicted by the
two sides regarding previ-
ous treaties signed between
the two countries, and the
Head of State has already
authonized a discussion te
be held for negotiations Itis
therefore necessary to ensure
positive discussions between
the two sides under the lead-
ership of the chairman of the
central work commaittee 1n
order to achieve a win-win
situation.

Once discussions are
held, the conditions prec-
edent must be completed in
advance so that the deep-sea
project of the Kyaukphyu
Special Economic Zone
can begin as soon as pos-

sible. Therefore, the relevant

ministries, the government
of Fakhine State, and the
Kvaukphyu Management
Committee needto cooperate
to complete the preparatory
measures within the specified
pertod

In the Kyaukphyu Special
Economic Zone, the deep-
sea port project 15 important
and can benefit the locals
and the State, so 1t 15 neces-
sary to achieve success. By
implementing the project
successfully, Myanmar wnll
be able to engage in the
Myanmar-China Economic
Corridor Cooperation Pro-
ject, thereby strengthening
the cooperation between the
two countries.

The Head of State has
also given guidelines to suc-
cessfully implement the pro-
jects 1n a short ime. There-
fore, I would like to inform
youthat the necessary discus-
stons will continue so that
they can be completed 1n a
short period of ttme and the
project can start.

Similarly, despite the
project starting in 2008, the
Italian-Thailand company
has halted the operation for
vanous reasons, and the work
has already been suspended

As systematic measures
will be taken for transfer
and acceptance and invita-
tion of another investor in
line with the international
procedures, members of the
Myanmar Special Economic
Zone Central Committes and
the Working Committee are
to work together to obtain
new foreign investments,

The Special Economic
Zone Management Com-
mittees need to notify the
Central Work Commaittee
of their tasks for approval
to continue to carry out the
work. MMoreover, great care
15 necessary with expenses,

Moere special economic
zones will contribute to the
nattonal economic develop-
ment, as well as employ-
ment opportunities and living
standards for local people.
Therefore, the respective
management committees are
to malce more efforts in do-
ing their work 1n accordance
with laws and procedures to

improve Seepage 13
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Gold foils offered to Shwe Moe Kaung
Pagoda in Waingmaw

Waingmaw October 12 Pagoda Gold Fel Steering
Gold foils will be offered Commuttes on October 8.

to Shwe Moe Kaung Pagoda Ttislocated on Shwe foe

in Waingmaw Township, Mountain on the bank of the

Kachin State, according tore- Aveyvawady Faver, Mai Na

ports of the Shwe Moe Kaung  Village, Waingmaw Town-

ship, Kachin State

Then by the donation of
the families of the Tatmadaw
(Army, Navy and Aur) led by
the Chatrman of the State A d-

mimistration Council, Pnime

Minister, Commander-in-
Chief of the Defence Jer-

vices Sentor General Min

| Aung Hlaing, Kachin State

Government and generous
donoers from near and far in
Myitkyina and Waingmaw
townships, golden umbrella
was offered to the Pagoda
on March 1%, 2018 At the
time of the offering of the

d golden umbrella ceremony,

more than one wiss of pure
gold was offered to the great
pagoda so that 1t could be
worshipped Ithas now been
meore than five years, and the
colors of the gold foils that
were donated have faded due
to weather and wind.

336

K590 million loaned to cooperative
society member farmers in Mandalay
to grow monsoon paddy

Mandalay October 12

Local farmers whe are
members of the Cooperative
Society in seven townshipsin
IMandalay Begion have been
given a loan of over K590
million to grow monsocon
paddy, said U Hlaing Moe,
assistant director of Man-
dalay Begion Cooperatives
Department.

The Regional Coop-
erative Syndicate loaned

K594 .05 million to 896

members of 37 cooperative
societies in seven townships
to cultivate 3,963 acres of
monsoon paddy The loans
started tn July.

“The Regional Coop-
erative Syndicate provided
agricultural loans to member
farmers. There were 896
farmers 1n total Such loans
are being provided because

rice prices are getting very

high The loan 15 K200,000 tural inputs. The interest rate rate will be charged every six

per acre for buying agnicul- 15 one percent and the interest months,” he explained.

185

1 Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CEPH, NUG and PDF terrorist

groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
c1vil servants including schoolteachers, and
members of the general public, as well as looting

and robbing.

Lo

. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CERPH",
“NUG".
ing and killing people and committing destructive

and “PDF" terrorists, who are intimidat-

activities, 1s to protectthe lives and property of the
general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authonties on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people

Businesspersons have
to renew licence for
storage of oil and oil

Authorities plan to distribute water to over
6,000 acres of winter crops in Magway
and Chauk districts

Magway October 12

Authorifies are planning
to distribute water from the
four water supply projects
in Magway and Chauk dis-
tricts to cultivate more than
6,000 acres of winter crops
during the winter season of
2023-2024 FY, according

to U Myint Qo, Director of
Department of Irrigation and
Water Utilization Manage-
ment (Water Resources) for
MMagway Fegion.

"During that period,
agricultural water will be
distributed from the water
supply projects to enable the

cultivation of rice, chickpea,
sunfl ower, and sesame crops
In Chaulk District, the Umin
Kopauk water supply project
will distnibute water for 1,550
acres and Salay Pakhan Nge
water supply project will dis-
tribute water for 2,300 acres,

totaling 3,850 acres of win-

ter crops. Also, in Magway
district, the Thaphan Seik
water supply project will dis-
tribute water for 1,800 acres
and Myinkun water supply
project will distribute water
for 500 acres, totaling 2,300
acres of winter crops, sad U
Myint Oo. Pho Htet (Minbu)

products by 31 Dec

Nay Pyi Taw October 12
The Ministry of MNatural
Eesources and Enwvironmen-

tal Conservation stated that

| | renewal of licences for storage

of o1l and o1l products must be
denewithin 1 Novemberto 31
December this year.

The o1l storage licence
1ssued by the Mining Depart-
ment under the ministry will
be invalid on 31 December
this year.

In accord with Oil Rule
119, the licence must be re-

newed two months ahead of

expiry period for next vear

The overdue licence will
be fined as 2 per cent of the
licence fee per day starting
from 1 January 2024

The application for re-
newal of licence must be
attached to onginal licence,
field inspection certificate
copy, and documentary pho-
tos on filling stations and o1l
storage tanks.

For further information,
dial 067-3405376 of the MMin-
ing Department of the Mims-
try of Natural Eesources and
Environmental Conservation

336

From page 12
the special economic zones
Joint Secretary of the
Myanmar Spectal Economic
Zone Central Committee
Deputy Minister for Com-
merce U Min Min explamned
the implementation of the

resolutions of the meeting
(1/2022).

Then, Central Commattee
Secretary (1) Union Minister
U Aung Maing Oo explained
matters related to the coun-
try's special economic zones.

After that, the chairmen

of the management com-
mitiees of the Thilawa and
Kyaukphyu Special Eco-
nomic Zones read out the
messages to the meeting of
the central commitiee and
sought approval.

Tnion Ministers General

Mya Tun Oo, U Win Shein,
U Aung Maing Oo, U Ko
Ko Hlaing, Dr Kan Zaw, Dr
Thidar Op, U Min Naung, U
Khin Maung Yi, Dr Charl:
Than, U Myint Kyaing, U
Myint Naung, U Tun Ohn
and U Myo Thant, the chief

ministers of the regions and
states, Deputy Minister for
Energy U Thant Sin, zone
chairmen gave their sugges-
tions and reported on their
respective sectors.

Then, the central com-
mittee secretary read the

draft resolution of the meet-
ing (1/2023) and sought ap-
proval

Later, the Vice-Senior
General coordinated neces-
sittes andmade a concluding

remark.
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