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Eighth anniversary of Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement
(NCA) held; Chairman of State Administration Coun-
cil Prime Minister Chairman of National Solidarity and
Peacemaking Negotiation Central Committee Senior

Nay Pyi Taw October 15
The eighth anniversary of
MNationwide Ceasefire Agree-
ment (MMCA) was held at
MICC-II here this morning
addressed by Chairman of
State Administration Counecil
Prime Minister Chairman
of National Solidarity and
Peacemaking Negotiation
Central Committee Sentor
General Min Aung Hlaing.
Also present were SAC
Vice Chairman Deputy Prime
Winister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win, the SAC Secretary,
the Joint Secretary and mem-
bers, union level officials and
unton ministers, the Nay Py
Taw Council chair, senior
military officers from Office
of Commander-n-Chief, the
May Pyi Taw Command com-
mander, deputy ministers,
EAOQ leaders and representa-
tives, witnesses of the NCA
signing ceremony, officials
of Union Peacemaking Cen-
tral Committee (UPCC) and
Tnio

n Peacemaking Working
.4 = ok

i

Committee (UPWC) that took
part in the NCA negotiations,
members of Union Peace
Dialogue Joint Committee
(UPDC), officials of Joint
Ceasefire Monitoring Com-
mittee, spectal representatives
of neighbouring countries,
foreign diplomats, representa-
tives of intemational organi-
zations, 1nvited guests and
ethnic cultural teams.

First, the Vice Senior
General, SAC member
Union Minister Chairman
of National Solidarity and
Peacemaking Negotiation
Committee Lt-Gen Yar Pyae,
ethnic leaders, Saw MMutu
Sae Poe, Gen Yawd Serk and
TMC representative Sai Myo
Thant, together with national
races, formally opened the
8th anniversary NCA.

MNext, the Senior General
unveiled the signboard of
the ceremony by pushing the
button.

The Senior General and
attendees looked around the

)

booths on peace history nar-
rated by dalies, documen-
tartes on peace endeavours,
booths of Border Affairs
Ministry, Ethnic Affairs
Ministry, METV that dem-
onstrated ethnic TV and ra-
die channels, and the booth
displaying the photos on the
beautify of the Union at the
Lobby of MICC-IL

The second section of the
ceremony was opened with
LED animation at the Plenary
Hall of MICC-II. The Flag
of the Fepublic of Union of
Myanmar was collectively
saluted.

A dance team of Fine Arts
Department staged a perfor-
mance to the accompaniment
of the song “towards the
peaceful world of flowers”
in honour of the NCA 6th
anniversary. A video clip on
the birth of NCA, peace and
development was shown.

The Semior General then
delivered the address. In his
speech, the Senior General

SRR R
1%

J |
Senior,General
tive hn'l'lthi. e

RV
dealt with a wide array of
1ssues wtncluding brief his-
tory on the birth of NCA,
eruption of armed conflicts,
peace endeavours of the Tat-
madaw government, relations
between the Constitution and
NCA, multiparty democracy

and federalism, PR system
and 1ts inclusiveness of the
entire national people, SAC
and Tatmadaw's endeavours
for peace, SAC’s adoption
and implementation of na-

: T vt e,

Theribbon being cut to open the cuﬁm
e

General Min Aung Hlaing delivers address

tional visions and political
visions in a comprehensive
way (the address 1s reported
separately).

Kayin Ethnic Leader Saw
Mutu Sae Poe and ECS53
(SSA) Chair Gen Yawd Serk
of the MCA signatory groups
gave speeches in honour of
the anmiversary (speeches are
reported separately).

Special Envoy for Asian
Affairs Mr Deng Xijun of
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of China, Deputy National
Security of India HE. Mr.
Vikram Misri, Deputy For-
eign Affairs Minister of Thai-
landH E. Sihasak Phaungket
Keow, representatives of
international witnesses to
NCA, and former Union
Minister T Aung Min, rep-
resentative of internal wit-
nesses, also gave speeches
in honour of the anniversary

\

e

(speeches are reported sepa-
rately).

The Senior General, the
Vice-Senior General, the
SAC Secretary, the Joint Sec-
retary and members posedfor

3

5
=1
o

1 Aung Hlaing visits a comm em or a-
R

documentary photos together
with the persons of NCA-
S-EAOs,

winner peace negotiators,

honorary award

special representatives of
neighbouring countries, and
EAO aides, then with SAC
members, unton ministers,
diplomatic of foreign mis-
sions in Myanmar, and with
chairs and representatives
of political parties, NCA
signatories from govern-
ment side, local witnesses,
and participants in the peace
process, and with union level
organizations, officials of
committees and commis-
stons, senior military officers,
members of National Solidar-
ity and Peace Implementation
Working Commaittee and dia-
logue committee, members
of Central Advisory Board
of SAC, advisors to the SAC
Chairman

Ethnic yvouths of METV
of Ministry of Information

sang the song honouring
national seolidarity, ethnic
youths of Kachin, Kayah,
Kayin and Chin states sang
songs inviting to the north
of Unioen, portraying peace
and prosperity and unity of
the country, and performed
a collective Kayah dance,
artistes of Fine Arts Depart-
ment, Ministry of Eeligious
Affairs and Culture, sang the
song wishing success, ethnie
youths of Mon, Rakhine and
Shan states performed songs
and dances that portrayed
unity,
natural beauty, See Page 12

hospitality, and
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From Page 11

dance troupes of MRTV,
FATD and national races col-
lectively sang a song about
the saying “blood 1s thicker
than water.”

The Senior General pre-
sented a flower basket in
honour of peace and honor-
ary cash awards to dance
troupes of METV and FAD,
and ethnic youths and posed
for documentary photos with
them.

After the ceremony, the
Sentor General hosted a

luncheon 1n heonour of the

Senior Gener aliVlin Aungil-l]amgml esents,cash awa.td
PR T

g

L 1... 4| .'.,I

attendees.

NCA was signed by the
government, hluttaw, Tat-
madaw and eight EAOs on 15
October 201511 the presence
of international diplomats
including those from UM and
international witnesses, and
local witnesses The New
Mon State Party and Lahu
Democratic Union signed
the NCA on 13 February
2018 NCA was not written
by asingle person or a single
organization. Based on the
aspirations and proposals of
EAQs, the government, hlut-

[, AR

taw, Tatmadaw and EAOs
wrote and signed the NCA
after holding many negotia-
tiens. NCA anniversary could
be held for four years 1n a
row. The fifth anniversary
could not be held in 2020
because of Covid-19. But
messages were exchanged
in honour of the anniver-
sary. The ceremonies to mark
the anniversaries were held
in 2021 and 2022, The 8th
anniversary was held on a
national scale in accord with
the guidance of the Senior
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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing receives
delegation led by Special Envoy for Asian Affairs of
Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs Mr. Deng Xijun
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Nay Pyi Taw October 15

A delegation led by Mr.
Deng Xijun, Special Envoy
for Asian Affairs of the Din-
1stry of Foreign Affairs of the
People's Eepublic of China,
who attended the Eighth An-
niversary of the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA)
here this morning, made
a courtesy call on Chair-
man of the State Administra-
tion Council Prime Minister

Sentor General Min Aung

Hlamg at the office of the
SAC Chairman here this
afternoon.

The Senior General was
accompanied by SAC Joint
Secretary Lt-Gen Ye Win
Oo, SAC member Union
Minister for Home Affairs
Mational Solidarity and
Peacemaking Negotiation
Committee Chairman Lt-
Gen Yar Pyae, Deputy Prime
Minister and Union Minister
for Foreign Affairs U Than

Swe and officials. Together
with Mr. Deng Xijun were
his delegation members and
officials from the Chinese
Embassy in Myanmar.

First, the Semor General
expressed thanks to the del-
egation for attending Myan-
mar’s crucial peace anmiver-
sary on behalf of China The
Special Envoy said he was
glad and honoured to witness
that the event was success-
fully and grandly held

Next,both sides cordially
exchanged views and dis-
cussed the efforts being made
by the government and the
Tatmadaw standing firmly on
the NCA route for domestic
peace and China’s assistance,
China’s staunch support for
Myanmar's peace process,
and non-acceptance of any
acts breaking up the country,
Myanmar's focus on border
stability and development

with China, unacceptable

sttuations based 1in Myan-
mar's border areas that can
affect the interests of the
neighboring countries, some
ethnic armed organizations
working only on agreements
and commitments without
signing any legitimate treaty
like the NCA and the gov-
ernment’s calls for ensuring
eternal peace by taking the
NCA route which is strongly
legitimate, the Tatmadaw

taking a firm stand on the

path of multi-party democ-

racy, bilateral cooperation in
eliminating online gambling
and online fraud, measures
to enhance the bilateral co-
operation, and measures for
the re-acceptance of those
who left Eakhine State.
After the call,
General Min Aung Hlaing

Senior

presented a gift to Mr. Deng
Xijun, and had a documen-
tary photo taken.
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Speech delivered by Chairman of the State Administration
Council Prime Minister Chairman of the National Solidarity
and Peacemaking Negotiation Central Committee
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing at the Ceremony to mark the Eighth
Anniversary of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA)

Nay Pyi Taw October 15
Esteemed ethnic national
brethren of the Union,

First andforemost, Iwould
liketo extendmy sincere greet-
ings and warm wishes to all
those who participated in the
Mationwide Ceasefire Agree-
ment (NCA) eight years ago,
all ethnic leaders who contri-
butedtothe signing of the INCA
agreement, local and inter-
national witnesses and all
national brethren residing 1n
the union for your personal
well-being and for the further
success in your peace efforts
in serving interests of the
country.

Today marksthe eighth an-
niversary of the signing of the
WNationwide Ceasefire Agree-
ment (NCA). The callforpeace
by the first multiparty demo-
cratic government 15 to build
sustainable peace based on
the NCA andthe outcomes of
subsequent discussions with
the Ethnic Armed Orgni-
zations (EAQs). During the
NCAnegotiation and drafting
processes, the Ethnic Armed
Orgamzations (EAOs)were
present there to discuss and
negotiate their needs. The
government compiled those
requests and formalized into
a statelevel agreement and
legalisedit The NCA was con-
cluded with an aim of achiev-
ing peace thatis prerequisite
for our country, the INCAis also
a historical milestone that
em-bodies concessions,
magnanimity, patience and
desire for peace that has
never been seen 1in Myan-
mar s history.

The NCA was not easily
achieved. It took 1,450 days
from the invitation extended
for peace talks to the con-
clusion of the NCA. Dur-
ing these days, over 5,000
meetings including series
of small discussionsandnego-
tiations were held Thishasre-

sulted in the grand signing of

the NCA by the Government,
the Hlutaw, the Tatmadaw,
Political Parties and Organi-
zations, Ethnic Eepresenta-
tives and the Ethnic Armed
Organizations (EAQOs) 1n the
presence of inter-national and
local witnesses including the
Union MNations on 15 October
2015. As the NCA, ratified
by the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
as a Union Accord, will re-
main in force eternally and
not subject to nullification,
the Tatmadaw attaches great
importance to the implemen-
tation of the NCA agreement
Esteemed ethnic national
brethren of the Union,
Myanmar has been in-
flicted by internal armed
conflicts for over 75 years
which emerged together
with the independence. The
causes of armed conflicts
need to be analyzed Under-
standing the past experiences
will come to realize the weak
points of the present time
which will also be helpful
for the future. Myanmar
was annexed by the British
colonialists three times since
1824 and trapped under Brit-
1sh colenial rule The British
marginalized Myanmar with
a divide and rule policy for
over 100 years by enacting
the Upper Myanmar Law on
29 MNovember 1886, the Shan
State Actin 1888, the Burma
Village Act in September
1889, the Kachin Hill Tribe
Regulations 1n 1893, and
the Chin Hill Regulations
in 1896, ad by establishing
the Feudal Council on 1 Qe-
tober 1922, which divided
the ruling of the southern
and northern parts of Shan
State, The British colonial-
1zed Myanmar by sowing
seeds of disunity and mistrust
amongst ethnic nationals
with its centurylong divide
andrule policy. Furthermore,
in governing the Myanmar

mainland, the British prac-

ticed the policy that led to as

many divisions as possible.
The “9]1 Department Ad-
ministration” system that
they started practising in
1937, 132 Members of Par-
liament had to be elected at
the Lower House to support
their administration. In so
doing, 13 from the cities, 78
from the rural areas, 12 from
Karen rural area, one Indian,
two English mix-races, two
from the Indian Chamber of
Commerce, one from the
Chinese Chamber of Com-
merce, five from the Myanmar
Chamber of Commerce were
included. We could notice
what could have been inten-
tren from this kand of election
in Myanmar where diverse
ethnic groups resided. With
their centurylong divide and
rule policy, the ethnic people
have become total strangers
towards each other and lost
trust among them.

The power struggle
among political parties in-
tensified following the inde-
pendence on 4 January 1948
The internal conflict began
on 28 March 1948 when the
Communist Party of Burma
(CPB) opted to take arms in
settling political differences
instead of peaceful means. In
order to restore stability
of the state, the Tatmadaw

had to combat multicol-

oured insurgent groups
which disproportiona-
tely outnumbered the Tatm a-
daw. However, due to the joint
counter-attacks of the people
and the Tatm adaw against the
communist rebels in Bago
and Ayeyawady regions,
the rebels finally absconded
to Kachin, Shan and Kayin
states. The innocent ethnic
nationals from these regions
were conscripted by the
communists who politically
instigated them with “anti-
government” and “ethnic
liberation” campaigns Asa
result of the longterm influ-
ence of the divide and rule
policy of British colonialists
and the flames of politi-
cal instigations known as
“ethnic liberation” ig-
nited by the CPB, the
Ethnic Armed Organi-
zatton (EAQOs) sprouted out
in Myanmar Until now, there
15 no Ethnic Armed Organi-
zation (EAQ) formed as
a result of having grudg-
es against the Tatmadaw.
The internal armed con-
flicts were caused not by
using political means but
by taking arms in settling
the political differences. The
current circumstances in our
country correspond to the
armed conflicts in the after-
math of independence. The

self-claimed supporters of

democracy themselves com-
mitted voting fraud and opted
for terrorist path by taking
arms without settling legally
and democratically. Certain
countries which are said to be
practising and protecting de-
mocracy have been directly
or mndirectly supporting and
inciting to commit armed
terrorist acts which are total
contrary to democracy. These
actions delay the multiparty
democracy system aspired by
the Myanmar people and sup-
port the dictatorship which
15 democracy 1n name only.
Everyone should be aware
of that. Cur government will
definitely continue to strive for
the genuine disciplined multi-
party democratic system aspir-
edbythepeople Inthisregard,
we are making necessary pre-
parations for the holding of
free and fair multiparty
general elections I would
like to stress that we will
definitely hold the free and
fair multiparty general elec-
tions that truly reflect wills of
the voters.

Esteemed ethnic national
brethren of the Union,

It 1s necessary to review
our country’s historical back-
ground since independence.
Myanmar has gone through
the parliamentary demo-
cratic system from 1948
to 1962, the Revolution-
ary Council Government
from1962 to 1974 which
laid down foundation for
socialism, socialist system
from 197410 1988 andthe foun-
dationlaing period towards
multi-party democracy from
1988 to 31 March 2011, and
since 2011, 1t1s still on its path
towards democracy. The
Tatmadaw has offered ol-
ive branch for peace
throughout successive
eras. During the tenure of
the Tatmadaw Government
when the Ethnic Armed Or-
ganizations (EAOs) were

invited to the peace process,
peace was achieved with
some EAOs and there were
also cases where EAOs totally
exchanged arms for peace.
Peace was then achieved
almost throughout the entire
nation and all ethnic nationals
enjoyed the fruits of peace
practically. It was due to the
common desire of the Tat-
madaw and the Ethnic Armed
Organizations (EAQOs) for
ceasefire and with belief of
“the country to be peaceful
and trangquil” without having
any political texture Mo for-
mal accord as strong andlegiti-
mate asthe WCA was conclud-
ed when peace efforts were
undertaken dunng that penod
There were only general agree-
ments and pledges which are
still pursued by certain or-
gani-zations to date. These
organiza-tions are earnestly
called upon to take the NCA
trajectory thatis firm, solemn
and legitimate and to build
lasting peace.

Esteemed ethnic national
brethren of the Union,

The government cannot
change the system of a country,
which can only be changed by
the will of the people. Cur
country practiced the parlia-
mentary democratic system
from 1948 to 1962 After-
wards, anational referendum
was held for the State Con-
stitution 1974 on 3 January
1974 to change the country’s
path towards soctalism. With
the support and mandate
of the 90 19 percent of the
voters, Myanmar’s socialist
political system was intro-
duced. In 1988, in order
to embark on the path towards
the multiparty democratic
system from oneparty system
as per the public demand,
representatives of ethnic
groups, intellectuals and
scholars drafted the State
Constitution 2008 and a na-
tional See Page 14
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referendum was held on 29
May 2008 With the support
and mandate of the 92 48
percent of voters, the State
Constitution 2008, which 15
practiced today, emerged
At this point, we need
to be acutely aware of
the way the NCA and the
State Constitution were
brought about. The NCA 1s
a pledge and agreement bet-
ween the government
and the Ethnic Armed
Organizations (EAOs).
The State Constitution 15 a
commitment and a guaran-
teedlaw between the govern-
ment and the entire ethnic
nationals of the country. The
commitment between the two
should

com-

organizations
not supersede the
mitment and guarantee
for all citizens of differ-
ent ethnic nationalities. While
the NCAisthe case, the provis-
1ons of the State Constitution
are to be adhered to when
measures are taken to
amend the Constitution
through the NCA. Thus,
discussions are being held
to seek common desires
out of opinions, assumptions
and demands of the Ethnic
ArmedOrganizations (EAOs).
When there will be the calls
and common desires for
constitutienal amendments,
it will be discussed at the
up-coming Hluttaws.
Esteemed ethnic national
brethren of the Union,
Eegarding the State Con-
sti-fution, ourcountryhashad3
State Constitutions since in-
de-pendence to date The first
Constitution wasthe State Con-
stitution 1947 Tt1s alaw de-
signed for the independence
which was hastily drafted
with controversies and adopt-
ed only at the Constituent
Assembly. The colonialists
governed Myanmar with a
divide and rule policy by
vartous laws and administra-
tive systems In addition, they
divided the country into hally
regions and the mainland in
giving independence. In the
history of the independence
struggle, the political goal
was set as “Independence is
thefirst,independenceisthe
second and independenceis
the third” during 1941-1943
BIA BDA era In the pre-in-
dependence 1943-1945BMNA,
PBF era, the political goal
was set as “Independence

is the first, Democracy is

the second and the Social-
ism is the third” It should
be aware that Myanmar had
the goal of establishing a
socialist system since before
independence

However, there were no
provisionsrelatedto socialism
1n the State Constitution 1947
While looking back to the his-
torical evidence, the constitut-
1on was enacted based on the
Aung San-Atlee Agreement
which was signed on 27
January 1947 1n London.
At that time, vartous or-
ganizations held a belief that
struggling to regain inde-
pendence as soon as possi-
ble was the most important
task Onlyifthe BurmaInde-
pendence Bill was submittedin
the British Parliament Ses-
sion held in October 1947,
1t would have the chance
to be approved by the said
session and regain inde-
pendence soonest. There-
fore stwasfoundthatthe orga-
nizations involvedin the inde-
pendence could enly include
the provisions that were fa-
voured by the British. If
there was the term called
socialism 1n a provision at
that time, indepen-dence
might have been delay-
ed Hence, the parliamen-
tarian system was chosen,
which the British practised
in those day. Three months
after regaining independ-
ence, the Communist Party
of Burma (CPB) accused
the independence as bogus
and carned out underground
activities of armed insurrec-
tion. The internal conflict
emerged due to political
and i1deology differences.
With the aim of settling 1s-
sues 1n peaceful means,
the Leftists Unity Council was
formed on 16 July 1948
which released the 15 points
Leftist Unity Principles.
Some points had to be de-
leted due to the pressures by
certain western countries
This 15 a clear testimony
of interferences by those
countries. Due to these direct
and indirect interferences
andinstigations, the report of
Frontier Areas Commuttee of
Enquiry of 24 Apnl 1947 pri-
martly pointed out that the
Constitution which would be
practiced after independence
couldbe harmful forthe Union
as there were provisions for
self-promulgation and sepa-
ration and, therefore, should

be cautious of.

Against this backdrop,
the future of the Union has
become worrtsome. Due
to these uncertain events
in the country, leaders
who were involved in the
independence struggle start-
ed to lay foundation of so-
cialism 1n the Revolutionary
Councilera.

Today, our firm political
atm 15 to establish a Union
based on democracy and
federalism. The essence of
democratic governance and
federalism 15 coexistence,
harmony, sharing and share
of power. In democratic
governance, wills of major-
1ty are to be implement-
ed while minornty’s will must
be valued and respected 1n
line with the practices of de-
mocracy. A prerequisite for
establishing democracy and
sustainingit, will be the format-
1on of a disciplined and law-
abiding Myanmar society
endowed with democratic
spirit. This has to be carned
out by the ethnic nationals
and entire people of Myan-
mar.

In building federalism
aspired by the entire eth-
nic nationals, 1t 15 necessary
to seek a suitable federal
system which would serve
the longterm interest of the
entire people and the Union.
Our country 15 a nation built
in the form of a Union since
the era of ancient Kings.
Since the Bagan Dynasty,
also called the first dynasty
in Myanmar’s history, the
country was founded by the
ethnic people. When Myan-
mar was colonized by the
Bntish, 1t was taken over as
the Union known as Burma
and then regained indepen-
dence as aUnion The factthat
the entire ethnic people re-
cognised the current bounda-
ries of the country in con-
cluding boundary treaties
with neigh-bouning countries
firmly testifies that our coun-
try has stood up as a Union
throughout successive epochs.

The founding of a Union
that has stood throughout
history, it 15 imperative to
establish federal system that
15 fit and suitable for the
country. For our country
where diverse ethnic nation-
als reside, it 15 important to
introduce federalism based
onregions rather than ethnic-
ity, only then, we will be able
to avoid confederation which
favours diversity and differ-

ences and could also lead to
disintegration of the Union.
The current State Constitu-
tion 2008 delegates execu-
tive power to regions, states,
and self-administered areas.
Chapter(1) Basic Pninei-ples
of the Union and Chapter(8)
Citizen, Fundamental Rights
and Duties of the Citizens of
the State Constitution stipu-
late that rights and guarantees
for the people of the Union
are granted equally. There 13
no reason to disagree on 1s-
sues of politics, ethnics and
religions. Practising the pro-
visions and amending them
in accordance with the law
as deemed necessary can be
considered as establish-ing
federalism 1n a pragmatic
manner.
Esteemed ethnic national
brethren of the Union,
There are various types
of democratic system. To-
day, our country 1s prac-
tising multiparty democ-
racy. General elections are
the essence and integral
part of democracy. The peo-
ple have experienced gen-
eral elections throughout
history. Since the parliamen-
tary democratic system of
Anti-Fascist People’s Free-
doem League (AFPFL) era
to the multiparty democratic
system of the previous gen-
eral elections performed “the
winner takes all” system
which colminated the ab-
sence of balance of power
and it could be observed that
ethnic parties hardly had
the chance to participate in
politics. There are 8 main
national races and more than
130 ethnic groups in our
country. Thus, we have to
build a strong federal union
with all the ethnic nationali-
ties. Simply put, federa-lism
stands for “coexistence and
sharing”. When it comes to
sharing, the “Proportional
Representation System”
(PE_system) must be practised
for the all4nclusive participa-
tion of ethnic groups,instead
of “the winner takes all”
system that was practised in
the previous elections. Thisis
not the will of the State Ad-
ministration Council alone.
Thisis also the common will
enshrined in the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (INCA)
out of the proposals by the
Ethnic Armed Organisations
(EACs). The basic princi-
ples set out 1in Chapter (1)

of the Nationwide Ceasefire

Agreement (TCA) include to
“establish a union based on
the principles of democray
and federalism in accord-
ance with the outcomes
of political dialogue” and
“guarantee equal rights to
all citizens” Iwould say that
the Proportional Representa-
tion system (PE system) 1s
the most suitable one for our
country.
Esteemed ethnic national
brethren of the Union,

During the term of the first
democratic government that
started in 2011, our country
made progress on its path to
democracy and achieved de-
velopmentto a certain extent.
By the time the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement was
reached and fruitful results
for peace were achieved,
some traitors and foreign
countries instigated the Eth-
nic Armed Organisations
(EAOs)notto sign the Mation-
wide Ceasefire Agreement
(NCA) However, § ethnic
organisations that are truly
patriotic to the country and
people and desirous of peace,
stability and development
signed the NCA agreement
successfully. In addition,
the signing of two more
ethnic organizations to the
agreement has made the to-
tal number of Ethnic Armed
Organisations (EAQOs) to
ten to date. The remaining
MNCA non-signatory EAOs
are invited to sign the NCA
and to build peace As soon
as the MNationwide Cea-se-
fire Agreement (NCA) was
brought about, the Tatm adaw
outlined a 6-point policy for
peace talks The Tatmadaw’s
G-point peace policy coin-
cides with the essence of
the NCA agreement, and
that policy 15 also the “con-
science” gained from peace
efforts throughout different
eras in history as well as the
“realities” that must be done
to firmly build peace today.
The Tatmadaw has declared
a unilateral ceasefire with
effectfrom 21 December 2018
to 31 December 2023, end of
this year

The State Administra-
tton Council has laid down
a Road-Map and Objectives
sinnce the assumption of state
responsibilties. At present,
a Five-Point Road-Map
and nine Objectives have
been outlined One Point
in the Five-Point R oad-Map

15 ‘‘to endeavour the peace

process in line with the
agreement set out in the
Nationwide Cease-fire
Agreement (NCA) asmuch
aspossible” Likewise, it can
be seen that one out of the
nine objectives 15 ** to give
special consideration to of
the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) toimple-
ment lasting peace in the
whole country” On 17 Feb-
ruary 2021, the State Admin-
1stration Council established
the National Solidarity and
Peacemaking Negotiation
Committee (NSPNC) con-
sisting of three committees:
the steening committee, work
commuittee, and coordination
comimittee to ensure effective
and successful realisation of
national solidarity and peace-
making processes.

These different tiers
of the National ZSolidarity
and Peacemaking Nego-
tiation Committees, of-
fering unconditional dia-
logues depending on their
acceptability of multi-party
democractic system and de-
mocracy and federal system,
invited all parties to peace ne-
gotiations on 22 Apnl 2022
Peace negotiations and
implementation as well as
rehabilitation and devel-
opment tasks have been
carried out by meet-ing
with the representatives
of TNCA signatory EAOs and
3 NCA nonsignatory EAOs.
MMatters relating to the deve-
lopment of education, health
and infrastructure sectors
as well as the provision of
humanitarian assistance for
people in areas where Ethnic
Armed Organisations (EAOs)
are located have been tmple-
mented in coordination with
respective ministries and re-
gionfstate governments.

Cn 22 April 2022, 1
nounced in my speech to
the Ethnic Armed Organisa-
tions (EAOs) and our fellow
citizens that “'the year 2022
as the Year of Peace” Af-
terwards, the Ethnic Armed
Organisations (EAQs) were

at-

invited to make peace nego-
tiations and peace dialogues
were held with ten EAOs.
Three rounds of peace dia-
logues were convened with
ten EAQOs from May 2022 to
February 2023. These peace
talls resulted in the following
four common agreements:

1. Cooperating in con-
solidation of the multiparty

democratic See Page 15
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political system,

2. Building a Union
based on democracy and fed-
eralism, aspired by the entire
ethnic people;

3. Cooperating in the
reali-sation of peace and
develop-ment of the Union,
and

4. Cooperating 1n the
areas of prevalence of rule of
law and stability and contest-
ing 1n a free and fair multi-
party democratic general
election.

Moreover, the MNational
Solidarity and Peacemak-
ing MNegotiation Commait-
tee, which 15 a dialogue
mechanism for peace, held
serveral informal meet-
ings and formal negotiations
imncluding video conferencing
with the relevant stalceholders.
Atotal of 121 peace talks were
held from February 2021
to September 2023, which
included 73 peace talks with
NCA signatories, 25 with

NCA non-signatories, 16 with
political parties and 7 with
peace facilitator groups.
Esteemed ethnic national
brethren of the Union,

The State Administration
Council is endeavouring
to achieve peace and pros-
perity for the present and
future of the country and
people. We will strive for
prosperty and food secunty
as the national visions for
the benefit of our country
and people. As for political
vision, we will endeavour for
the consclidation of genuine,
disciplined and multiparty
democracy system and will
build a Union based on demo-
cracy system and will build a
Union based on democracy
and federalism. These two
wvisions are our grand strat-
egy We have to sustain these
visions as ourimmediate and
longterm wisions In doing
so, the Five-Point Roadmap
of the State Administration

Council was adopted and

being implemented, which
serve as our strategy. For
the purpose of achieving
the said strategy and grand
strategy, we are currently un-
dertaking the nine objectives.
These are our tactics.

In fulfilling the vision
and objectives of the nation,
it will bear fruit under the
leadership of the government
coupled by the participation
of the entire people. As our
country 1s an under devel-
oped one, there are weakness
inmodern high school system
as well as low higher educa-
tion rate in this Knowledge
Era. Thus, we are encounter-
ing numerouns challenges in
our efforts to build a modern
and developed nation. In
democratic system, education
and wisdom of the people 15
of vital importance. There
was less progress in the edu-
cation sectorin the rural areas
where most of our people
reside. As educationis weak,

logical thinking was rather

poor. We behave based on
what we have experienced,
learnt and known Which
15 why, peace and stability
in the country 15 easily dis-
rupted by external instiga-
tions and incitements based
on distorted and fabricated
information. Therefore, we
need to reform and promote
our knowledge and logical
thinking on par with this
modern era. That1s the future
of our mation. Therefore, I
want to call on all the local
and foreign organisations, all
the countries and the entire
ethnic nationals of Myanmar
especially the WNCA signatory
EAOQs residing in the ethnic
areas who wish to see devel-
opment and safeguard the in-
terests of the country to ren-
der their cooperation and sup-
port 1n 1ts health, education,
knowledge and all-round
development.
Esteemed ethnic national
brethren of the Union,

I would also like to urge

all the stakeholders to look
into the best interest of the
state ans work together 1n
fulfilling the long awaited
desires of the people which
are to attain peace and pros-
perity of the state, ensure
food secunty, enable peaceful
conduct of their livelihoods
and pursue for education
and stand tall amongst na-
tions. Today the signing of
NCA has reached its eight-
year history. As we mnher-
ited the “independence”
from our ancestors, it 15 our
duty to pass this invaluable
legacy to our future generat-
ions. This legacy 1s the
“genuine and sustainable
peace” Thus, once again, I
wish to sincerely urge all of
you to pass this invaluable
legacy to our future genera-
tions.
Esteemed ethnic national
brethren of the Union,

I wish to conclude by
calling

- the entire people to

work together and to make
relentless efforts, with the
spirit of “Keep moving for-
ward to achieve our goal”.
as stated 1n the Five-Point
Eoad-Map and the Mine Ob-
jectives as well as the Nation-
wide Ceasefire Apgree-ment
(MCA) for peace and stabi-
lity of the nation;

- the NCA signatories
to adhere to the NCA com-
mit-ments with transparency,
re-sponsibility and account-
ability in the implementation
of the NCA 1n order to build
perpetual peace; and

- the NCA non-sig-
natories to come forward
to the political negotia-
tion table for the deve-lop-
ment of the nation and for
the uplifting of the socio-
of the
people, so that the NCA
non-signatories will be
able to dedicatedly participate

economic lives

1n butlding a Union based on
demopcracy and federalism.
I thank you all

Mekong-Lancang Fruit Festival 2023
(Myanmar) to be held in China

. Nl

e

Nay Pyi Taw October 15
“Mekong-Lancang Fruit
Festival 2023 (Myanmar)
will be held 1n China so that
Myanmar can extend the fruit
marketin China, according to

the Myanmar Trade Promo-
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tion Organization.

The festival will be held
1n Kunming, Yunnan, China,
from November 17to 19, and
it will be attended by depart-
mental officials, experts, and

merchants from Myanmar.

At the festival, various
kinds of fruits from Myanmar
such as avocado, pineap-
ple, watermelon, cucumber,
durian and mango as well as
elephant yam tube, tea and

coffee.

Additionally, on the first
day of the festival, marketing
discussions on Myanmar's
potential fruits will be held
cimilarly, there will also be
PowerPoint presentations
and business matchings about

potential fruits and agree-

' ment Signing ceremonies.

A preliminary meeting
was held under the leadership
of the Director-General of
the Myanmar Trade Promo-
tion Organization under the
Ministry of Commerce on
October 10. The meeting
was attended by officials
from the Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry and
fruit and vegetable related
organizations.
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Yangon-Mawlamyine
trains suspended for
repairs in eroded
railway segments

Yangon October 15

The B-down Mawla-
myine-Yangon train depart-
ing from Mawlamyine and
81l-up Yangon- Mawlamyine
train leaving Yangon on 12
October will be temporar-
ily suspended for the repair-
ing works of some water
erosion areas although the
water receded in the Bago
rail section, said U Thaung
Htaik, chief superintendent
of Yangon Railway Station.

At present, the trains will
be operated normally again
after the repair and inspec-
tion of damaged parts of the
raillway sections between

Maungpattaya and Kali rail-

way stations although water
has receded. In addition, the
trains' reoperation date will
be presented on time.

On 10 October, the 82-
down Mawlamyine-Yangon
down train departing from
Myawlamyine and the 81-up
Yangon- Mawlamyine train
departing from Yangon were
also temporarily cancelled
due to the flooding of the
raillway route.

Those who have pur-
chased these train tickets
have been informed that the
ticket fees will be refunded
at the ticket offices of the
Yangon and Mawlamyine

Failway Stations. ASH

L2

of innocent people.

L

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

RublicNoticetforElimination’ofiViolence

1. Declanng themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CEPH, NUG and PDF terronst groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “ CRPH”, "NUG", and “PDF" terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, 1s

3 Giving information secretly to the authonties on terrornists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition 15 tantam ount to protecting the lives and property
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Shipment From Russia for Its

Moscow-built Nuclear Power Plant

by The Diplomat.
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