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As the strength of a nation lies within, efforts
must be exerted for socio-economic progress by
encouraging domestic production
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Nay Pyi Taw October 18

Chairman of the State

Administration Council
Prime Minister Sentor Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing met
MEME entrepreneurs from
Mon State at the state hall
in Mawlamyine thismoming
to discussregional economic
pProgress.

Also present at the meet-
ing together with the Senior
General were SAC Joint
Secretary Lt-Gen Ye Win
Co, Union ministers U Win
Shein, Dr Kan Zaw, U Tin
Htut Oo, U Hla Moe, Dr
Charlie Than and T Aung
Naing Oo, Mon State Chuef
Minister U Zaw Lin Tun,
Chief of General Staff
(Army, Navy and Air) Gen-
eral Maung Maung Aye,
semor military officers from
the Office of Commander-n-
Chief, South-East Command

commander and officials and

state government members.
Functioning of MSMEs in
the state and individual
discussions of needs for
greater progress
The state chief minister
reported on the running of
MSMEs in Mon State, func-
ttoning of industrial zones
and industries inside them
and tasks to be continued
Mon State Commerce
and Industry Association
Chairman U Win Htein,
State Bice Millers Associa-
tton Chairman U Khaing Oo,
U Han Tun Zaw representing
State Bubber Growers As-
soctation, State Fishenes As-
soctation Chairman U Myint
Soe, Mawlamyine Zone
Hoteliers Associanon Chair-
man IJ Chan Tun and others
in attendance reported on
necessary assistance for rub-

ber industry development,

replacement of fuel run with

i == =

solar power 1n doing salt
business, necessary State
assistance for producing
quality salt for export, the
need forimplementing river-
water pumping projects for
irrigation purposes, produc-
tion of value-added rubber
preducts from Mon State and
other regions for export, the
need for loan capitals and
disbursements for livestock
breeding, measures being
taken for regional tourism
boosting, the need for avail-
ability of construction ma-
terials at fair prices, the
need for low-interest loans
for entrepreneurs in Mawla-
myine Industrial Zone, the
need for availlability of raw
materials for 1ron foundries
at fair prices, the need for
loan capitals for weaving
businesses and the need for
raw minerals for mineral

production businesses.

Sector-wise discussions
Union Ministers from
respective ministries dis-
cussed work implementation

of respective ministries,

greater efforts for greater

economic progress as Mon
State has good prospects
for industries and servic-
e5, necessary assistance to

be rendered by respective

. | ministries, occasional State

disbursements of loans with

, low 1nterest rates, coordi-

nated measures for approval
of loans in accord with the
requirements, the need for
businesspeople to settle their
debts within the prescnibed
period as the State will be
able to circulate and cover
spending only if 1ts debts
are settled, providing of
assistance after forming co-
operative syndicates for thee
rural pecple to improve their

income and rural develop-

ment, measures to fulfil the
needs of farmers through
contract farming system
after forming cooperative

associations for successful

implementation of agricul-
tural activities and measures
for acquinng industnal tech-
nologies and export industry
development.

Sound economic
mechanism will facilitate
political and defence
powers

Speaking on the occa-
siom, the Sentor General said
a country reguires sound
economic mechanism as
well as political and de-
fence powers If economic
mechanism 1s sound, politi-
cal and defence powers will
be strong as well, thereby
paving the way for the State
to be powerful In the world
there are some countries

which are economically

strong as they exercise mul-
ti-party democracy while
some others are also eco-
nomically powerful despite

practicing ether political

systems. Thanks to natural
resources and cash reserves,
some counftries are able to
promote their defence capa-
bilities. Even economically
strong countries may expe-
rience unrest and chaos due
to their political problems,
and public dissatisfaction
towards governments could
surface. Rising public needs
may lead to public unrest In
our country also, economic
decline led to commotions
related to nce and paddy
The 1988 uprising also
emerged due to economic
crisis and different politi-
cal 1declogies This 15 why
sound economy 15 crucial for
pelitical stability

See Page 14
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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing attends Certificate
presentation ceremony and dinner in honour of 23" Myanmar
Traditional Cultural Performing Arts Competitions

S
..

Nay Pyi Taw October 18

Certificate presentation
ceremony and dinner in hon-
our of 23 Myanmar Tradi-
titonal Cultural Performing
Arts Competitions were held
at Myanmar International
Convention Centre 2 here this
evening attended by Chair-
man of State Administra-
tton Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing

Also present were Daw
Kyu Kyu Hla, wife of the
SAC Vice
Chairman Deputy Prime

Sentor General,

Mimister Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Soe Win and wife Daw
Than Than Nwe, SAC mem-
bers and their wives, Union
ministers and their wives,
the
Nay Py1 Taw Council chair-

Union level officials,

man, senior military officers
and their wives, the Nay Py
Taw Command commander,

{JPNs

deputy ministers, officials of
Leading Organizing Com-
mittee on the 23 Myanmar
Traditional Cultural Perform-
ing Arts Competitions, work
committee and subcommit-
tees, ministry-wise support
groups, judges, managers,
wnstructors and officials and
contestants of regions and
states.

In his address the Senior
General said since its taking
SAC

has left no stone unturned in

over of State duties,

ensuring safety, rule of law,
national unity and national
economic progress and look-
ing into the requirements
of all other sectors. It will
continue to shoulder the task

The State has adopted
the objectives — To respect
and promote the customs
and traditions of all Na-
tional peoplesand preserve
and safeguard their cultural

!L--_.:.|-': . |
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heritage and national char-
acteristics; and To ensure a
strong and dynamic Union
spirit, the genune spint of

patriotism — in building a

Lge:mnr GmeralLﬁnAurl
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peaceful and modern nation
Hence, it reorganized the
long-awaited competitions
to uplift naticnal prestige
and image, to preserve and
promote cultural heritage
and national charactenistics,
to vitalize the spirt to love
and country and Union and
to enable the cultural sector
to play a supperting role 1n
restoring perpetual peace.
Collective efforts of all
national people 15 required
in ensuring national peace
and development, effectively
using natural resources, pre-
serving the cultural heritage
and national charactenstics,
which have along history.

Regardless of age and

gender, broader knowledge,
skill, expenience and good-
will of intellectuals andintel-
ligentsia are the most basic
resources. Throughout the
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successive periods of history,
the objective “Strength of na-
tion lies within” has proved
itself the most nghtness and
practical insight. So, all have
the responsibility for devel-
opment of nation and people

The country 15 a collec-
tive home to national races
with diverse cultures and
customs Histerical records
prove the start of manlind,
the existence of a diversity
of cultures and customs based
on geographical conditions,
performing arts, crafts and
accessontes, and evelution of
performing arts,

Ethnic literature, culture
and performing arts have

existed grandly 1n their own

style throughout history All
should make collective ef-
forts to ensure that they stay
intact,

The 1996 Mational Lit-

water music depicting the
bathing of His Majesty King
at Thames Faver.

German musician Mozart
composed the opera Magic
Flute 1n 1780 when Letwe
Thondra counsellor U MMyat
San wrote Eatu with the title
of at the foot of Meza Hall
In 1800s,
Beethoven composed the

German musician

song “ Courageous spirit” on
military marching of Napo-
leon whereas Myawady Min-
gy1 U Sa also composed the
song “Thahsan Yagonbwe"

In 1840s, Polish pianist
Chopin created the song
on nights when West Pal-
ace Queen Ma Mya Gale
wrote classic song “ Chit Tha
Hmvya Ko" according to the
records.

erature Award winning book
“The flow of Myanmar mu-
sic” compiled by the late
musician Sandaya U Hla Htut
states the existence of a pe-
riod of classical music in the
world and Myanmar, While
Padethayazar, a minister and
a literati, was composing
string music and classical
songs around 1700 durnng
the second Inwa pertod, Bach
(1685-1759, a German musi-
cian, was composing a choral
“Godis My King”®

In 1725, governor of
Hsithe Village U Aung Gwn
composed the poem por-
traying nature of Inwa city
whereas England’s musician

Hindle also composed the

It means that world clas-
sic fine arts and classic music
have emerged across the
world. Contemporanly, clas-
sic fine arts, Iiterature and
music emerged in Myanmar
as well, These classic fine
arts have been existent for
many years.

In orderto preserve these
classic fine arts, considera-
tton were expanded for the
Performing Arts Competition
in all corners for reholding
despite suspension for more
than five years.

Especially, not only My-
anmar but the globe faced
cutbreak of Covid-19 which
should be noticed for high

infectious rate. See Page 14
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From Page 12
Priority is given to
dom estic manufacturing
based on agriculture and
livestock breeding
Having favorable cir-
cumstances, our country can
achieve economic progress.
Asthe strength of the country
lies within the country, prior-
1ty is given to agriculture and
livestock breeding tasks The
government 1s stnving for
the economic growth of the
country and as agriculture
andlivestock breeding are the
main indusines of the country,
itis sure that businesses based
on these sectors will achieve
success. Although commod-
ity prices have increased due
te COVIF-19, there was no
shortage of food in the coun-
try asit1s a country of agricul-
ture and livestock breeding.
Even 1 developed coun-
tries, MEMEs make up about
90 percent of the economy
and as they play the most
impoertant role 1n domestic
manufactuning, it 15 of great
benefitfor the country by pro-
moting them Manufacturing
goods necessary for the coun-
try domestically can solve the
high prices of commodities.
Therefore, the development of
MEMEs1s being encouraged.
MSMEs include manufactur-
ing, trading, services and
others and the government 15
promoting the manufacturing
sector. The gap between the
demand and supply and short-
ages of goods lead to high
commodity prices. Exerting
sufficient efforts for domes-
tic production can balance
the supply and demand and
reduce the prices of commodi-
ties. Therefore, it 15 necessary

to make goods needed 1n the
country at reasonable prices
Manufacturing umport sub-
stitute quality products at
home and exporting them will
strengthen the economy

Agricultural and livestock
breeding products and raw
material resources must he

exploited beneficially

In manufacturning, local
raw matenals must be mamnly
used anditis beneficial when
raw matertals from local agri-
culture andlivestock breeding
farms and resources above
and under the ground

In Mon State, there are
many agncultural achvities hke
cultivation of paddy, planta-
tons of cther crops, oil crops
andindustnal crops like rubber
cultivation. It is necessary to
manufacture products based
on agriculture: It 15 impor-
tant to grow high guality and
yield varieties in the country
Although vanous vanetes of
paddy are grown in the country,
it 15 necessary to grow gqual-
ity varieties and reduce the
number of paddy vanetes &s
the paddy yields in the Mon
State are lower than the target,
efforts should be made to boost
the yields When yields can be
boosted, crops can be exported
to other countries.

It 15 necessary to expand
the production of agricultural
products in Mawlamyine and
to boost the yields of rub-
ber As there are cattle and
livestock breeding farms in
IMon State, leather can be
produced in the state Shoes
can be produced from leather
and distributed to markets
throughout the entire country
Tt 1s beneficial for the country
if tyres for motorcycles and

vehicles can be produced and
the government 15 ready to
provide assistance Although
there was a sea port in Maw-
lamyine, 1t cannot be used due
to various reasons. Measures
are being taken to build a sea
port 1n Mawlamyine. Simi-
larly, the governmentis trying
to build an international air-
port in Mawlamyine. It 15 an
effort to attract tounst arnvals
to Mawlamyine and facilitate
the fl ow of goodsn the future.
Mon State 15 abundant
i1 wood and bamboo As the
country needs papers, she
has to import 1t. Pulp can be
produced and bamboo-based
industries can be carried out
by growing trees and bamboo
The governmentisready tois-
sue permits to grow trees and
bamboo on virgin land in ac-
cordance with rules and regu-
lations. Similarly, agricultural
farms must be preserved and
fruat plantations should apply
modern techniques instead
of traditional techniques to
cultivate quality varieties. If
the crops meet quality and
are better packaged, they wnll
attract more people, thus de-
mand for them will grow and
manufacturing businesses can
be established from crops
Reduction of fuel
consumption and
electricity security
Baw matertals, fuel and
electricity 15 required in car-
rying out commodity pro-
duction enterprises. Despite
implementing hydrological
power projects, the projects
were suspended due to van-
ous reasons. oo, there has
been the electricity demand
and en the other hand, there
was ansein prices of fuel and

gas Currently, tasks are being
taken to generate solar power
In Mon State, generating solar
power could be carned out for
apenod If factones use solar
power, costs will be cheap.
Therefore, 1t15 to make efforts
to be able to generate solar
power. In some countries,
electric vehicles are used 1n
public transport to save fuel
oil. We are making efforts to
apply a public transport sys-
tem with the use of electricity
in the country. As fuel o1l for
daily consumption of vehicles
and motorcycles 15 imported,
there has been expenditure of
foreign exchange Therefore,
efforts are being made with
the aim of implementing an
electric public transport sys-
tem to save fuel c1l Doing so
15 helpful to ensuring lesser
expenditure for fuel o1l and
will be of much benefit to
the State.

Encouragement for

dom estic commodity

production industry

Az thers was no encour-
agement for domestic com-
modity production in the past
but consumption of imports,
requirements have arisen
domestically. We are taking
measures to reduce the wol-
ume of imports with the use
of basic goods and foodstuff
producedlocally. Doing sois
because of foreign exchange
deficit over imports. Simi-
larly, encouragement s being
given to ensuring progress
in production of adeguate
foodstuff and personal goods.
Due to the contrel over im-
perts, domestic industries
have become strong and there
have been plenty of job op-
portunities as well Despite

the cifficulties 1n manufac-
turing cement due to higher
overhead costs, lack of raw
materials, not enough fuel
and energy, and requirement
of technology in the past,
now we have taken measures
to resume operation of busi-
nesses. Although the economy
has been slow 1n our country
since about 2018/2019, there
has been a stable recovery in
the nation’s economy.
Benefits must be made to
region and nation through
developing good human
resources

It i5s necessary to have
good human resources to
operate enterprises. We are
making efforts to ensure 1m-
provement of qualification
in education. Mon State 15 a
region encouraging education
and the first 1n matriculation
exam came outin this state T
like to express my congratula-
tions on this Technical, agn-
cultural and livestock farming
high schools will be openedin
districts for those who have
passed the KG+9 Grade.
After the schools, there wall
be chances to join insttutes
and universities Through
such education, good human
resources will come out 1n
respective fields. The State
15 encouraging education and
on the other hand, the parents
need to encourage their chil-
dren's education.

The Ztate-sponsored
graduates need to serve the
country back It is necessary
for them to discharge duties
for the country as well as the
people Therefore, encourage-
ment 15 given by us to educa-
tion and all the scheols have
beenreopened Entrepreneurs

are to conduct academic-wise
courses concernedto promote
human resources.
Tourism industry sector

Fegarding the tourism
industry, 1t is seen that the
tounism industry 1s encour-
aged internationally. Men
State 15 a pleasant, beautiful
region It 15 necessary for all
to cooperate 1n ensuring and
conserving smooth flow of
drainage system, pleasant and
beautiful city and clean and
En-
forcement 1s required to fol-

beautiful environment

low vehicles and traffic rules
Only if a pleasant, beautiful
environment 15 created, will
travellers be attracted Good,
clean local food will be attrac-
tive to travellers.

Discipline brings progress

Some EAQs are partaking
in illegal trade which causes
losses for the State The coun-
try's border trade statistics
shows anearly 50% gap when
compared with statistics of
neighbounng countries It 1s
due to the existence of illegal
trade. The government 15 do-
ing all it can to curb illegal
trade. Officials should prevent
the illegal trade of unlicensed
vehicles. The gates to search
illegal goods, drugs and arms
should solve the problem
of travel delays. The nation
cannot achieve progress
through any undisciplined
act. Hence, public 1nvolve-
ment1s requiredin solving the
problem.

The Sentor General cor-
dially greeted members of
MSMEs. He then visited the
exhibition with keen interest
and asked for more informa-
tion. Entrepreneurs presented
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reports on the products.

From Page 13
Assuch, the competition was
held 1n line withthe health
protocols of the Covid-19
with preventive measures.
During the outbreak of
pandemic, eminent artistes
lost their lives: Many remain-
ing artistes are at the age of
taking care for health condi-
tions and aging. But, artistes
uphold the concept that if
mentality 15 young, physical
nature will be young. Assuch,
whenever they are in touch of
fine arts works and share their
knowledge with others, 1t wall
be a move for ensunng lon-
gevity for them As such, the
competition was held with the
consideration 1n all aspects.
Myanmar has been dub-
bing the fine arts works as great
classic music 1n successive
eras. The committee formed
with maestros scrutinized the
texts and melodies of songs 1n
1953 not to cause differences

and setthem asthe norms of the
State. In so doing, six portions
of recording the worl: process
such as text, sound, tune, filing
music, repeating and smging
Most of the portions are con-
cerned with the playing music

Playing the song compnses
singing and playing music. As
such, the commuttes set norms
for 169 classic songs as part of
preserving the noble cultural
hentages.

With regard to singing, the
ortgin of making sound dif-
ferentiates the singing styles
of classic songs and modern
songs formed with long and
short stenzas of sounds

Likewise, dancing 15 based
on postures of head, wast, leg
and hand in melodies, Myan-
mar's dancing " single dancing”
shows off anorm of politeness,
tender and pleasantness in vari-
ous styles of postures.

Ttprovestraciional culture
and customs of Myanmar

based on paying respects to
each other Currently, maestros
may notice that young dancers
rely on activeness and other
postures.

Moreover, the song com-
posing event was involved in
the competition so as to show
off norms and standards of
composing the songs. Today's
23rd competition was suc-
cessfully completed thanks to
concerted efforts of all officials
and maestros who assessed
the competitions 1n line with
the prescnbed disciplines and
marking system which were
setin 1993

Asspecial event Eamayana
Drama, narration, manonette,
folk dances, Men traditional
dances and Myanmar dances
without poems were also 1n-
volved i the competition as
part of uplifting the prestige
and integrity of Myanmar
Hence, the Sentor General
recogmzed the success of the

competition, and urged all to
make utmost efforts for gaining
greater success in the competi-
tlons 10 coming years

A5 the new generation,
with the successes gained
from this big competition, we
must continue to preserve the
national charactenstics without
losing them. The regions and
states that participated in the
competition together should
continue to strive to strengthen
the friendship between ethnic
groups. From the culture and
customs to the country and
the cittzens, we must continue
to carry forward the strong
spirit of patrietism and the
spirit of union. As veteran art-
1sts and semior evaluators, he
would like to eamestly appeal
to them to take special care
of their personal health, so
that they can pass on the fine
arts skills they have learned
owver the years to the younger
generations,

After that, the Senior
General presented certafi-
cates of honour te chairper-
son Daw Thin Thin Myat on
behalf of the Vocal Evalua-
tton Working Group, Chair-
man U Aung Tin Win on
behalf of the Dance Evalua-
tton Working Group, T Min
Yu, Secretary on behalf of
the Composing Evaluation
Working Group, and U Aung
Kane, Chairman on behalf of
the Instrumental Evaluation
Workang Group Vice-Sentor
General Soe Win, Patron
of the Leading Commuttee
of the competition Deputy
Prime Minister alse pre-
sented certificates of appre-
cration to the admimistrators
and master of ceremonies
from the regions and states.

After that, evaluation ex-
pert Myin Mo Maung Nang
Moe said thank you words.

After that, the Semor Gen-
eral and those who attended

the ceremony had a celebratory
dinner together.

EBefore and dunng dinner,
artists from the Department
of Arts, Ministry of Health
and Culture sang songs,
dance and perform.

The 23 Myanmar tradi-
tional cultural performing arts
competition 15 held with four
objectives: to honour natienal
pride and cultural heritage and
to preserve national character-
istics, to preserve and promote
ethnic traditional cultural art
heritage and natonal cultural
characternistics, to further de-
wvelop the spint of love for the
motherland, to 1dentify and
preserve traditional cultural
arts and be able to pass them
on to the young generation,
and to support the cultural sec-
tor in bringing about eternal
peace. Itisreportedthat 1,838
artists from wvarious regions
and states participated 1n
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19-10-2022

@

Page 15

SAC Vice-Chairman Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Senior
General Soe Win attends prize-giving ceremony of
23" Myanmar Traditional Performing Arts Competition

Nay Pyi Taw October 18

State Administration
Council Vice-Chairman
Deputy Pime Minister Vice-
Senior General Soe Win, in
his capacity as the patron
of the leading committee on
organizing the competition,
addressed the prize-giving
ceremony of the 25 Myan-

mar Traditicnal Performing
Arts Competition held at the
Conference Hall of Myanmar
International Convention
Centre-_ yesterday morning

In his address, the Deputy
Prime Minister said that the
State Administration Council
had to make considerable
efforts to be able to hold the

competition successfully
after a five-year hiatus and
that 1t was due to the coopera-
tion of responsible personnel
of the leading committee,
working committees, sub-
committees and regional and
state governments, members
of the penal of judges and
instructors.

He said that he was glad
and proud of the contestants
from regions and states who
won the pnizes individually
or in groups and that he also
appreciated the efforts of the
contestants who did not win
any prizes.

He continued to say that
the purpese of holding the

competition was to preserve
the traditional cultures of
national brethren living 1n
the country and hand them
down to future generations.
MNowadays, there are fewer
and fewer people who can ap-
preciate classical and country
songs but 1t 15 hearteming to
note that some artistes post
these songs on social media
and it 15 important for all of
us to prevent traditions and
cultures of national peoples
for extinction he added.

He went on to say that
the teachings of the Buddha
are still in existence because
of strong belief and constant
practice of the people who
hand these teachings down
to the younger generations. In
the same way, we will have to
try to preserve our good and
valuable customs, traditions,
arts and cultures of our daly
social life.

Finally, the Deputy Prime
Minister expressed his thanks
to all those concerned for the
success of the competition,
including responsible person-

nel of the leading committee,

working committees, region-
and state-level organizing
committees, members of
the penal of judges and all
the enthusiastic youths who
took part in the competition
He also expressed his belief
that such a national-level
performing arts competitions
will turn out outstanding and
promising artistes who will
preserve tradittonal cultural
herttage.

Then, the Deputy Frime
Minister gave away the prizes
of honour to the cultural
troupes of various indigenous
pecples from the regions and
states.

The prize-giving cer-
emony was also attended
by members of the State
Administration Council, the
Unien Chief Justice, the
Chairman of the Unien Elec-
tton Commission, Union
Mlinisters, Unien-level offi-
cials, Supreme Court Judges,
members of the Constitu-
tronal Tribunal, UEC mem-
bers, deputy ministers and
members of the Unton Crnl
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Paris shocked by murder of Lola, 12, found in box

Paris October 18

Parisians have been
stunned by the shocking mur-
der of a 12-year-old school-
girl whose body was found
on Friday in a containerin the
courtyard of her apartment
building.

The girl, named Lola,
had spent the day normally

at school

Her father raised the alert
when she failed to return
home in the afternoon

Later 1n the evening, a
transparent plastic packing box
contamming her body was found
atthe foot of the building in the
19th arrondissement.

Lola's fatheris employed

as a concierge in the resi-
dential block. Her body was
found squashed inside the
container, hidden by a cover-
ing of matenal.

Her hands and feet were
tied and she was reported
to have a gash on her neck,
though the autopsy this week-
end found she had died of as-

phyxzation. Two Post-it notes
were alse on her feet, one
saying " 0" and the other "1".

Early on Saturday, police
arrested the main suspect in
the killing - a 24-year-old
Algenian-born woman named
in the press as Dahbia B

The woman was identifi -
able on a security video taken

at the apartment building, in
which she was seen enter-
ing the main door on Friday
afternoon 1n the company
of Lola

Later she was seen leav-
ing the building pulling a
container and then acting in-
coherently on the street. Cne
eyewitness said she asked for

help in return for money from
an "organ-trafficking affair"
However, police said they
did not believe this was a
serious lead. Their most plau-
sible theory isthat Dahbia B,
who has no fixed abode, 13
psychologically unstable and
that her act was "gratuitous"
BEC
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