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Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing

extends New Year Greetings for

Mational brethren of the Republic
of Unien of Myanmar, I wish you all
health and happiness at this time when
the year 2023 ends and the year 2024
begins. I also pray for a risk-free world
for all the global peoples and a peaceful
human community where love and unity
prevails.

Duning 2023, the country faced some
hardships and challenges, but the govern-
ment and the national people were able
to successfully overcome them through
cooperation. Persons, who have no wish to
develop the country peacefully and demo-
cratically, generated public disturbances
by applying various methods Hence, the
country experienced negative impacts
from the damages caused to State-owned
property and public-owned property by
destructive acts. If there were no such acts
and incidents, our country would be gain-
ing greater progress. In fact, it 15 a lesson
forus all We must overcome all obstacles
with the love for our country and race and
unity. In 2024 also, the government will
join hands with the people 1n successfully
implementing the adopted national goals,

political geals, roadmap, and objectives,

Al

Economic growth 15 our main endeavour

Our efforts will alse be centred on further
promotion of farming-based MSMEs and
the education sector In this regard, col-
lective participation of all the country’s
ethnic peoples has become a must for
national peace and stability and socio-
economic development. In accord with the
motte “Move forward to the goal”, the

government will endeavour to build a

better nation and improve the socioeco-
nomic life 1n the interest of the country and
the people.

The government will undertake a
nation-wide population and housing census
in 2024 The census will produce figures
and social factors that will be useful for
our country's social, economic and man-
agement affairs. Moreover, they will also

beuseful 1n ensuring correctness and com-

2024

pleteness of the voter list, the foundation
of the free and fair multiparty democracy
election and the ultimate goal of the gov-
ernment. The participation of the entire
people in conducting the census 1s also
essential.

The country regained independence
76 years ago, but 1t failed to achieve the
deserved progress due to certain reasons If
we desire national prospenty and progress,
firstly, we must obey the law, secondly, we
must have discipline and unity, thirdly, we
must make inclusive efforts for all school
age children to attend classes with a vision
for future, and fourthly, we must invest cur
financial capacity or physical ability for
production growth. Every activity needs
strength, and a happy family 15 a must
We must continue te bring all the mat-
ters that are beneficial to the country and
leave behind all negative thoughts, views
and acts of the previous year, and let us
all march to our aspired new country with
sympathy, delightfulness and loving kind-
ness for one another in a community free
from racism, religious extremism and lo-
calism With this I conclude my MNew Year

Greetings.

49 container vessels to arrive at
international ports in Yangon in January 2024

Yangon December 31

maritime trade route

Maersk Asia line, six from

international container ship-

News Analysis:
Tiirkiye hopes to reap
benefits of economic

Myanma Port Authority
on 29 December stated that
a total of 49 container ves-
sels from 13 international
container lines are slated
to arrive at Yangon ports in
January 2024,

Container vessels regu-
larly arrive at Yangon ports

as trading 1s used along

MPA plans to release
information about increased
number of container vessels
to Yangon asinformation for
businesspersons.

In January, Yangon in-
ternational ports will admat
docking of seven container
vessels each from Samudera

shipping line and Sealand

Cosco Shipping line, five
from SITC shipping line,
four each from CMA-CGM
and MEC Line, four fromT12
container line, three each
from One line and E.CL line,
two each from BLPL line
and Ever Green line, one
each from Bay LINE AND
Inter Asia line, totalling 13

ping lines.

According to the public-
private partnership, Yan-
gon facilitates 27 jetties for
docking of international
ocean-liners and 20 1n Thala-
way port, totalling 47 are
providing services to inter-
national ocean-liners

336

Ayadaw Township completes cultivation of
more than 4,000 acres of green gram this year

Ayadaw December 31

A total of 4,189 acres of
green gram has been culti-
vatedin Ayadaw Township of
Sagaing Region this cultiva-
tion season, according to the
Monywa District Agriculture
Department,

In 2023-24 financial year,
Ayadaw Township earmarked
cultivation of 4,148 acres of
green gram. Starting from
October 2023, local farmers
have grown 4,189 acres of

green gram

“This year, we planned
to grow 4,148 acres of green
gram 1n the township butlecal
farmers have cultivated 4,189
acres. Atpresent, the township
exceededthe target of cultiva-
tion. We provide agricultural
techniques for extended culti-
vation of green gram to local
farmers in addition to utiliza-
tion of quality strains of crops
for ensuning high yield,” said
Daw San San Myint, head of

Monywa Township Agricul-
ture Department.

Last year, the township
started cultivation of green
gram in October 2022 and
local farmers cultivated 4,148
acres

This financial year, the
township planned to grow
15,000 acres of green gram
in monseon. Local farmer
planted pre-monsoon green
gram on 1,682 acres of crop-
lands from May to September

and 12,344 acres of monsoon
green gram, totalling 14,026
acres.

Ayadaw Township Agn-
culture Department provides
agricultural techniques to
local farmers and urges them
to use cquality strains of crops,
correct cultivation methods,
prevention of pests, system-
atic use of fertilizers and
ensuring high per-acre yield
to local farmers.

206

U-turn over 2024

Ankara December 31

After years of wrestling
with soaring inflation and a
battered currency, Tirkiye
hopes the turnaround of the
economicpolicy in 2023 will
pave the way for a sustained
recovery in 2024 But experts
warn the journey will be long
and arduous.

The country lurched from
ultra-loose monetary policy
to fiscal erthodoxy this year,
with a new financial team
led by Treasury and Finance
Minister Mehmet Simsek
taking the helm 1n early
summer

Aggressive interest rate
hikes since June have sent
the policy rate skyrocketing
from 8.5 percent to 42.5
percentin just seven months,
offening a glimmer of hope
for the country to rein 1n the
rampaging inflation.

“The tightening we've
seen since June sets the stage
for what's next,” said Arda
Tunca, an independent econ-
omist from Istanbul "We can
expect these measures to start
impacting inflation 1n the
second half of 2024 finally ®

Hewarned, however, that
monetary policy alone won't
suffice, adding that structural
reforms are crucial to building
resilience against inflation-
ary pressures and address-
ing Turkiye's stark income
disparities.

Inflation topped 85 per-
cent in October 2022 and
remains above 60 percent,
inflicting hardship on con-
sumers However, monthly
increases have shrunk from
summer highs of around 9
percent to about 3 percent in
recent menths.

Kinhua
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Number of Thai tourists re-surges at
Taungthaman Lake, Bridge in open season

Mandalay December 31

Number of tourist

from Thailand leading to
Taungthaman Lake and
Bridge resurges in open
season, satd U Soe Win,
secretary of the Taungtha-
man Bridge maintenance

commitiee

Taungthaman Bridge 1s
onie of tourist attractions
in Mandalay Region. This
open season, larger number
of travellers from Thatland
flocks to Taungthaman Lake
and Bridge.

“Currently, travellers
from foreign countries such
as Thailand, the Philippines,
Vietnam, China and Korea
pay visits to Taungthaman
Lake and Bridge starting
from the last week of De-
cember In the high season,

more than 200 travellers
from Thailand arrive at

Taungthaman are on the

| rise,” he explained

otarting from the last

t week of December 2023,

more than 200 travellers from

Thailand visits Taungtham an
ey Lake and Bridge on a daily
‘!

basis whereas more than

5001ecal travellers also visit

i there daily

“At present, durability
of the bridge 15 very high
due to miner maintenance
inrecentmonth. So, number
of foreign travellers 15 on
the increase at the bridge.”
he added

Taungthaman Bridge
was built with 1,086 posts.
Local and foreign travellers
enjoy scenes of sunset from
the bridge, so more than 50
boats are giving services to

184

travellers

and robbing.

()

*NUG”,

general public

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CEPH, NUG and PDF terrorist

groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CEPH",
and “PDF" terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 1sto protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people

Mingin Township grows more than 3,000
acres of cold season sunflower this year

Mingin December 31

A total of 3,491 acres of
croplands have been placed
under cold season sunflow-
er in Mingin Township of
Kalay District 1n Sagaing
Begion, according to the
township Agriculture De-
partment

In 2023-24 financial
year, the township set a
target cultivation as 16,328
acres of cold season sun-
flower, 3,291 acres of which
has been so farm cultivated.

“This vear, Mingin
Township earmarked to
grow more than 10,000 acres
of cold season sunflower.
So far, local farmers have

grown more than 3,000 acres

of sunflower We do not
grow monsoon sunflower
but primanly cultivate cold
season sunflower This year,
it 15 expecied to 1ncrease
sown acreage of cold sea-
son sunflower.” said Daw
Hayman Kyaw Win, head
of Mingin Township Agni-
culture Department.

In 2022-23 financial
year, the township started
cultivation of sunflower 1n
October till December, plac-
ing croplands under 16,328

acres of sunfl ower plants.

farmers 1n order to cultivate
sunflower in time and to
have high yield of crops.
Township Agriculture
Department raises aware-
ness of growing sunflower
plantations and enhancing
the capacity of local farmers

and staff of the department

b _{:-"h ;
OCfficials of the Agricul- = "-.

ture Department provide
quality sunflower seeds,
agricultural techniques and

use of fertilizers to local

g A e ;
i

I

This year, arrangements
have been made to provide
quality sunflower seeds to
local farmers and sell urea
fertilizers at fair prices as
well as distribute sunflow-
ers through barter system
among the farmers.

206

Tomato from
Inlay region in
g00d trading at

Mandalay market

Mandalay December 31

Truckloads of tomate
which comes from Inlay re-
gion fl ows into Mandalay's
Thiri Marlar Green grocery
market 1n Aungmyethazan
District of Mandalay, ac-
cording to tomato broker-
ages in the market.

Local farmers from In-

lay region send 25 to 30

-+ |truckloads of tomato to

25 cargo vessels run on Ayeyawady River
from 22 to 28 December

Mandalay December 31

A total of 25 cargo ves-
sels are being run along Ay-
eyawady Baver to transport
goods to Mandalay from
Yangon, Katha, Htigyaing
and Bhamo from 272 to 28
December, said deputy staff
officer Daw Tin Tin Tun of
Mandalay Region Marine

Admimstration Department.

Although Ayeyawady
ERiver 1s facing lower water
level, it has no narrowing of
waterway So, carge vessels
transport salt, coal and other
commodities from Yangon,
Katha and Bhamo to Man-
dalay relying on the proper

waterway of the niver.

“As waterway 15 proper,
cargo and passenger vessels
are running along Aveyawady
River from many major cities
to Mandalay But, we wam
them not to carry overloads
along the route,” she added.

Dunng the pened, 600
tons of coal and 378 tons of

salt were transported from

Yangon, Katha, Htigyaing
and Bhamo to Mandalay.
The Department of Ide-
teorolegy and Hydrology on
29 December stated the water
levels of Ayevawady Raver
are 186 cm in Myitkyina,
332 ¢m 1n Bhame, 219 cm
in Shwegu, 265 cm in Katha
and 310 cm 1n Mandalay, 184

| | Mandalay market on a daily

basis At present, trading of

= |tomatois setat K20,000 per

18-wiss box in the market,
satd U Aung Moee Naing,
owner of Aung Moe Na-
ing commodity depot 1n
Mandalay.

“A large volume of to-

mato comes from Inlay

region to Mandalay market
At present, local farmers
from plain areas cannot
send a large volume of to-
mato to Mandalay vet. As
fruits from Inlay region are
mature, consumer prefer to
buy it. Some 30 truckloads
of tomato come from Inlay
region to Mandalay on a
daily basis. Such kind of
tomato fetches good prices,
And, remaining vegetables
are also marketable,” said
the owner of brokerage

In addition to tomato,
other green groceries such
as cauliflower, cabbage,
cowpea, white mustard,
eggplant, potato and onions

are being traded as usual
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