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National Defence and Security Council Meeting 1/2024
of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar held

et
T

LU T

Nay Pyi Taw January 31

The National Defence
and Secunty Council of the
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar held meeting Mo
1/2024 at the office of the
State Admimstration Couneil
Chairman in May Py1 Taw
yesterday.

Also present at the meet-
ing were Pro Tem President
U Myint Swe, Vice-President
U Henry Van Thio, Speaker
of Pyithu Hluttaw U T Khun
Myat, Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing,
Deputy Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services Com-
mander-in-Chief (Army)
Vice-Senior General Soe
Win, Union Minister for De-
fence Admiral Tin Aung San,
Union Minister for Home Af-
fairs Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, Union
Minister for Foreign Affairs
U Than Swe, Union Minister
for Border Affairs Lt-Gen
Tun Tun MNaung, specially
invited SAC Secretary Lt-
Gen Aung Lin Dwe and Jownt
Secretary Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Senior General
explained undertakings 1n
the siz-month period of the
State responsibilities and
future tasks He said with
regard to the State secunty
measures, some EAOQ and
PDF terrorists committed
various ways and means for
deterioration of secioeco-
nomic life of the people and
peace and stability of the na-
tron within siz-month pennod.
Regarding the incidents of
Shan State (North), MIND A A

U AR TR T

S
LS T T

il T
RS A o 0000 v

insurgents launched attacks
on Chinshwehaw with the
use of drones starting from 27
October. To do so, MNDAA
had made preparations with
several meetings with 1ts al-
liances since 2022 Alliances
provided arms and ammuni-
tion, electronic technologies
and monetary assistance

MMNDAA primanly aimed to
rebuild 1ts power 1n Kokang
region as Special Fegion-1

At present, MNDAA robs
property of the people in their
cccupied towns and destroy
these property and recruited
new members from families
of local ethnies.

MNDAA acts the armed
struggling line to grasp the
power without following
the legal affairs in Myanmar
which exercises democratic
system. The 2008 Constitu-
tton allows all ethnics with
equal term of rights as well
as all regions and states in
addition to self-administered
zones. The Kokang region in
the eastern part of Thanlwin
Eiver was designated as
Kokang Self-Administered
Zone in the Constitution
(2008). Before the constitu-
tron, 1t was a special region
Kokang armed group led by
U Pheung Kya-Shin which
split from Burma Commu-
nist Party had joined hands
with the Tatmadaw till 2009
Since then, the airbases of
Tatmadaw were stationed
to administer the region to-
gether Although they were
warned severally not to pro-
duce narcotic drugs 1n 2009,
the group did not follow

the warning. So, military
action was taken against
them Kekang Self-Adminis-
tered Zone was admimstered
by selected persons since
2011 Then, Myanmar-China
border trade was opened
in Yanlonkeng of Laukka
and Myanmar-China trade
measures in Chinshwehaw
under the agreements of both
governments till the peniod
before the attacks Tatmadaw
will allow desires of ethaic
armed organizations under
the Constitution and some
measures will be decided
under the voting Tatmadaw
had disclosed that 1t agreed
to amend some appropriate
facts in the Constitution at
the meetings with ethnic
leaders and political leaders.
According to the history and
offictal relations process of
both countries, all things
will be taken under the law
in Kokang Special Begion
Tatmadaw representatives
hold the meeting. If these
facts are under ignorance, it
can be accepted to renew the
warlord system due to some
reasons

MNDAA insurgents at-
tacked Chinshwehaw and
Kunlong whereas 1ts allied
THWNLA insurgents attacked
Hsenw: on Lashio-Muse
route and disturbed Kutka
THLA insurgents attacked
Muse trade zone in 2016 and
people’s militia camps and
security cutposts in Muse
in 2018, So, clashes hap-
pened between Tatmadaw
and TNLA TNLA contin-

ved attacks on Namkham,

Namhsam, Mantung, Namtu
and Mongngaw regions It
aims to grasp Palaung re-
gion. The Constitution sets
Palaung Self-Administered
Zone for Palaung region.
THNLA commits attacks to
seize the greater power They
extremely rob and destroy
property of residents and
recruit new troops, making
plights for residents Seo, tea
production of Palaung region
much declines. All basic edu-
cation schools were closed
Up to now, Palaung region
faces more economic and
educational problems If 1t
accepts the multiparty demo-
cratic system, it has many
opportunities to hold political
dialogues. But, THLA turned
ablind eye to such point and
used arms strugglhing, The
insurgents buy drones from
theneighbouring country and
some drones can be prepared
to be military used and con-
tacted with the large bombs.
Insurgents interrupted main
union highways not to im-
prove socioeconemic life of
the ethnic people and blocks
of border trade route. Border
trade isinitiated under agree-
ments of relevant countries.
oo, Myanmar 15 holding
meetings with CZhina to
operate regular process of
border trade measures 1n
MMuse region.

Tatmadaw takes all meas-
ures under the Rules of En-
gagement for Self-Defence
andthe Fules of Engagement
for Counter-Terrorism and
Counter-Insurgency Opera-

tions to restore normalcy not

to cause misunderstanding
with other country So, Tat-
madaw manages restricted
operations not to fall shells
and vehicles beyond the
border line as well as not to
harm the people. Insurgents
intentionally launch heavy
weapons into other country
to cause misunderstanding.
So, officials of both sides
held talks to solve it As in-
surgents attacked the military
with technology and ezces-
sive strengths, Tatmadaw
retreated from some posts
due to possibilities to harm
the military families.

The complicatiens 1n
Shan State (Worth) were
rooted on online scams. Ko-
kang region has been drug
trafficking and gambling
measures since many years.
Durning the outbreak of Cov-
1d-19, online gambling were
commaitted, and its support-
ing staff were brought there.
Then, foreigners illegally
arnvedin Kaukkai region At
present, most of illegal busi-
nesses are based 1n border
regions of Myanmar, China
and Laos to commit online
scam and enline gambling on
a wider scale. So, Myanmar,
China and Laos negotiate to
effectively combat such acts.
Most of them are foreigners
under the protection of ethnic
armed organizations Asthey
can doillegal businesses rely-
1ng on arms; itisnecessary to
cease the armed strugghng.
Severe action 15 being taken
against those involved in the
cases.

Durnng the period from

5 October 2023 to 29 Janu-
ary 2024, a total of 48,210
Chinese and 1,810 other
foreigners, totalling 50,020
who illegally reside in My-
anmar have been handed over
to relevant countries. On 23
January 2024, 1,002 male and
36 female Chinese, totalling
1,038 who fled from Pansang,
Laukka:r, Mongpauk and
Monglaregions were handed
over to the relevant country
under the law.

With regard to AA in-
surgents, A4 insurgents vio-
lated the temporary ceasefire
agreed with Tatmadaw 1n
2020 and participated 1n 1n-
cidents i1 Shan State (Morth)
in October 2023 Mainly,
it wishes to take arms as-
sistance from 1its alliances
From the ttme of Tatmadaw
government to date, devel-
opment tasks are being un-
dertaken 1n BEakhine Ztate
So, Ralkhine State can see
unprecedented development
at present. At a time when
Bakhine 3tate faced impacts
of storm Mecha, Tatmadaw
and the governmentmade ut-
most efforts for rehabilitation
1n Ralkchine State The Senior
General himself arrived 1n
Sittway and inspected loss
and damage 1n the natural
disaster and mane many
measures: The SAC Vice-
Chairman and senior military
officers were sent to other
townships to manage quick
rehabilitation tasks. So, these
regions regained improve-
ments. Now, all storm-hit
areas have greater progress.

See Page 13
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From Page 12
All unmiversities and basic
education schools have been
opened in Eakhine State 17
days after the storm with the
largest enrolment rate.
However, &4 insurgents
launched 1ts attacks on Don-
patk police outpost of border
guard police force in Rakhine
State at 5 am on 13 November
2023. Then, 1t used drones in
attacking two security posts
in Paletwa region and then
Pauktaw At present, A4 15
attacking 1n some regions
of nerthern Rakhine State.
Local Rakhine ethnics are
suffering impacts of the acts
of AA insurgents which com-
mit instability 1n the region
It 15 the time of the year
when students from basic
education schools and uni-
versities are studying for
the 2023-2024 academic
year and a total of 573,000
basic education students in
Fakhine State were going
to school when the academ-
ic year started At present,
only 279,392 students are
attending classes due to the
intimidation of terrorist in-
surgents. As 48,76 percent
of the students have failed to
attend classes, the destructive
effects of the insurgents have
affectedthe future of the local
national race residents. Tt can
be seenthat the AAinsurgent
group has been exploiting
their Rakhine people by re-
crutting under-aged students,
intimidating them with weap-
ons and instigating racial
hatred against other ethmic
groups with the only aim of
seizing power. Only when
everlasting peace 15 restored
1n Balchine State, can better

future lives be handed down

@202

to new generations and the
state achieve development,
the Tatmadaw has been talk-
ing measures for stability of
the state and local residents
of Rakhine State are required
to cooperate in the efforts:

It can be seen that the
CHE, one of the signatories to
the NCA, joined the so-called
CDF terrorist groups and car-
ried out the acts of terror. The
Tatmadaw launched opera-
ttons against the CNE/CDF
and has managed to recapture
Thantalan cccupied by the
terrerist insurgent since 29
October, 2023, The terrorist
insurgents attacked Bikhaw-
datown in Hpalam township
and Lailenpi town and Bezua
town 1n Matup: township and
currently, the insurgents have
caused instabilities in Ted-
dim town, Kanpetlet town
and Kyindwe town and other
areas 1n Chin State.

In connection with the
KENEPP/EINDEF, the insurgents
have launched massive at-
tacks on Loitkaw in Kayah
State since 11 November,
2023, Thanlks to local resi-
dents who are not in favour
of terrorism, the Tatmadaw
managed to defeat so many
KNPP/EMNDF insurgents.
It was also found that the
ENPP/KNDF had to try to
hoard weapons and ammuni-
tron to launch such attacks
Their weapons were seized
at Sawtar Village 1n Mong-
pyin Village-tract in Hopone
Township en 17 December,
3{]’1"?

at Panmont Village in
Panglong town on 16 MNo-
wvember, 2023, and Sanphu
Village in Panglong town on
20 January, 2024, totalling
1,133 small weapons, 10
EPGs, more than 100,000

rounds of ammunition, more
than 7,600 grenades, six 107
mm electric missiles and ac-
cessories in the three seizures
and their weapons and am-
munition were seized from
their ethnic alliances

Az such smuggling of
weapons and ammunition to
Kahay State through vanous
ways and means Were Uncov-
ered, the act of terror of the
KNFP/KNDF and so-called
PDF terrorists, that are car-
rying out terror acts in Kayah
State, could be prevented to
some extent The existence
of disloyal ethnic armed
groups, that are instigating
conflicts and destroying the
country, 15 very dangerous for
the country at a time when a
union based on democracy
and federalism 15 being built.

Ls for the KNU insur-
gents, it has not only sup-
ported the opposition but also
launched attacks on small
outposts 1n Myawaddy and
Kawkareil towns based on
political developments in
2021 andlaunched amassive
attack on a Tatmadaw outpost
on 24 November, 2023 It
was also found that they
also attacked and destroyed
the Chaunghnakya bridge 1n
Kyaikmaraw Township on
27 November, 2023 As the
insurgent group and so-called
PDF terrorist came to attack
eight places 1n Kawkareik
town at 3 am on 1 December,
2023, the Tatmadaw had to
push back them

L5 evidence has shown
that the KNU insurgent group
committed not only acts of
terror through various ways
and means but also online
scams and online gambling at

the Thai-Myanmar border as

well as trafficking in person
giving excuse to ideological
differences. measures are be-
ing taken to take action to ar-
restthem in cooperation with
the neighbouring country for
the rule of law As the KNT
insurgent group has launched
battles to hinder the socioeco-
nomic develepment of local
residents 1n Kayin State, the
Tatmadaw has taken meas-
ures to restore local stability.

Attacks of the so-called
PDG terrorists committed
acts of terror killed a total of
520 people including three
monks, 438 innocent people
and 79 public staff during
the siz-month period from 1
August, 2023 to 29 January,
2024 As for terrorist de-
struction, public facilities
including 11 communication
towers, 97 roads, bridges and
toll gates, six health facilities,
13 scheools and education
facilities were destroyed
during the penod So-called
PDPR terrorists' acts of terror
killed 6.880 people mncluding
77 monks/nuns, 5,677 1nno-
cent people and 1,124 public
staff and destroyed 559 elec-
tric/commumnication towers,
53 public health facilities,
66 religious edifices. 1,407
roads, bridgesftoll gates, 670
schools/education facilities
and many residential build-
ings during the penod from
1 January, 2021 to 29 JTanu-
ary, 2024 Moreover, they
made 413 rude intimidations
against education staff At
about 5.50 pm en 13 No-
vember, 2023, the so-called
KNPP insurgent and so-
called PDF terronists attacked
Lotkaw University intention-
ally and forcefully abducted
faulty members and student
who were studying there.

It was found that the in-
surgent and terrorist groups
are instigating instabilities
and taking advantage of the
situation, they are carry-
ing out drug trafficking. As
drug trafficking encourag-
es money laundering, arm
smuggling and terrorism, it
15 a challenge to stability 1n
the country. As chemicals
and precursor materials used
in manufacturing narcotic
drugs can be produced in
the country, the insurgents
are smuggling them into the
country through vanous ways
and means

In connection with the
seizure of chemical and pre-
cursor matertals, dunng the
six-month period from 1
August to 29 JTanuary 2024,

3272 cases of drug smug-
gling including seizure of 1.1
ton of hereoine, 117 million
sttmulant tablets and more
than 14.655 tons of ice worth
MME 781.02 billion were
uncovered and 4,373 males/
females were arrested Dur-
ing the period from 1 Febru-
ary to 29 January, 2024, more
than 6.05 tons of heroine and
more than 629 million of
stimulant tablets and 53 tons
of 1ce worth more than MME
3,354 ballien were seized 1n
Myanmar in cases involving
29,486 people.

Dunng the pennod from 3
to 9 December, the seizure of
narcotic drugs from the AA
insurgent group amounted to
MWK 51 .87 billion worth of
ice (MMethamphetamine) and
800 kilograms of restricted
chemicals and the drug smug-
gling 1nsurgent members
were arrested.

Locking at the narcotic
drug production in Myanmar
11 successive eras, it was
found that poppy was cul-
tivated and opium was pro-
ducedin remote areas, which
were inaccessible in terms of
administration and transpor-
tation and were underdevel-
oped and lacking 11 security
and stability After regaining
independence, the cultivation
of poppy was accelerated in
Shan State after Myanmar
was trespassed by the Kuom-
intang. Then, the cultivation
of poppy and preduction of
drugs was expanded by the
Burma Communist Party
and other insurgent groups
that emerged later for their
survival and Shan state has
become notorious for produc-
tion of the largest amount of
optum 1n the world,

Opium poppy was culti-
vated mostly in Shan State
and it has become the nar-
cotic hub and as the land
routes to smuggle narcotic
drugs from the region to other
places due to strict inspec-
tion, maritime routes were
usedforthe purpose, accord-
ing to the annual report of the
UNDOC for 2023 The UN-
ODC, 1n cooperation with the
Myanmar Narcotic Drug and
Stimulant Tablets Prevention
Central Commuttee, surveyed
the poppy cultivation and
opium production and 1t
was found that opium poppy
cultivation dropped year by
year but in the UNODC an-
nual report for 2023 reported
that 40,100 hectares of opium
poppy was cultivated in My-
anmarin 2022 and the opium

poppy cultivation acreage
of Myanmar increased 33
percent, compared with the
total opium poppy cultiva-
tion acreage of Myanmar
of 30200 hectares in 2022
As a result, it 15 necessary
to continue to investigate,
survey and destroy the poppy
fields by effective trilateral
cooperation among China,
Thailand and Myanmar

Myanmar has been car-
rying out anti-narcotic drug
tasks as a national respon-
sibility and 1s cooperating
with neighbouring countnes,
members of the ASEAN
Mekong countries, the BIM-
STEC and international anti-
narcotic drug organizations
including the U, Combat
against marcotic drugs will
be successful only when
the efforts will be made as a
national responsibility by all
countries asmuch as possible
in terms of intellectual and
physical strengths.

Since the terrorist insur-
gents are attacking from all
sides to destabilize the coun-
try, measures are being taken
toincrease the public defense
and secunty system, includ-
ing the local militias. The
goals set by the SAC will be
able to move forward with a
firm democratic system only
when the country is stable
and peaceful. Thus, those
aims and objectives will go
as they are. For the stability
of the country, not only the
security forces, but also the
enfire public need to prevent
terrorist attacks. Regarding
the public security system, at
the moment, we are planning
to do it according to the
relevant area, and we are
working together with the
public to provide full secu-
rity according to theregion.
Through that, we will have
to go to the public defense
system. The important thing
15 to give information about
the opposition groups that
exist in the relevant regions,
The informant also needs to
be given special confidential-
ity. When doing this, it 15 nec-
essary for all ethnic people
who are patriotic, love the
country and are willing to
develop the nation to join
together. A5 there are at-
tempts to not only harm the
country’s peace3 and stability
but also to insult the race and
religion, the SAC will use
all possible means to restore
the State to full peace and
stabulity

See Page 14
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Fegarding the education
sector, in the 2023-2024
academic year, there were
8,108,227 students enrolled
in basic education schools
throughout the country, and
only 6,767,763 are currently
attending school, so 1t has
been found that there are
1,340,464 people who fail
to attend school for various
reasons, The percentage is
16 53 percent. Looking back
at the failed areas, that has
happened 1n some areas of
Kayin State and Chin State,
Kayah State, Rakhine State
and Shan State (Morth). Ttis
clear that the fighting 15 the
result of the lack of stabil-
ity. As for the vniversities,
there were 112,968 students
attending when they opened
in the 2023-2024 academic
year, and B6,687 students
are currently studying peace-
fully, so there are 26,281
absentees. The percentage1s
23 3% Lotkaw University is
unable to attend 100% . Chin
State, Rakhine State and
Shan State (Northern) uni-
versities have the highest
percentage of absenteeism.
There are also students who
are transferring to universi-
ties 1n other regions and
states. The actions of the
terrorist insurgents di-
rectly affect the education
of the youth, who are the
future human resources
of the nation. This action
is very worrying for the
future of the nation, so the
entire public and all in-
ternational organizations
must oppose it.

Because our country is
moving towards a multi-
party democratic system,
there should be no more
political, racial or religious
differences. Efforts arebe
ing made toreach the path
of democracy and parlia-
ment peacefully. The NCA
was ceremonially signed
on October 13, 2025 1n the
presence of the government,
Parliament, the Tatmadaw
and ethnic armed organiza-
trons, including international
witnesses, such as the United
MNations: It 15 a historic con-
tract approved by the Union
Parliament as the Union Ac-
cord, soitwill never be vord.

The Bth anniversary of
the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) which
fell on October 15, 2023

was also attended by a wide
range of stakeholders from
home and abroad It was
successfully heldin amean-
ingful way.

During the meetings with
both NCA signatories and
non-signatories, [repeatedly
told them to ask for their
demands only in the parlia-
ment through the peace table
because, otherwise, it would
be a deviation from the
democratic system. Some
groups of the KNU that
favour viclence among the
ethnic armed groups that
have signed the NCA, and
the KIA among the 11 armed
groups that have not yet
signed the NCA  S5PP/SSA
and KINPP insurgent groups
have encouraged and sup-
ported terronsts named PDF
and made them carry out
terrorist activities all over
the country.

Since 1its mneception, the
SAC has adopted 2 political
goals: the strengthening of
a genuine and disciplined
multi-party democratic sys-
tem and the establishment of
aunion based on democracy
and federalism. The par-
ticipation of every citizen 1s
important for the successful
implementation of these
2 political goals. Anyone
or any organization must
avoid activities that may
deviate from the democrat-
ic path, and must respect
and obey the existing laws
in accordance with the
Constitution. In building a
union based on democracy
and a federal system, which
i5 the wish of all ethnic peo-
ple, a system that 15 compat-
ible with the country must be
chosen. In Myanmar, there
15 no region or state where
only an ethmic group lives
People of all ethnicities are
living there Therefore, in
terms of politics, a multi-
party democratic system
will be used, and in terms
of administration, we are
working to implement a
union system based on
democracy and federalism.
In the 2008 Constitution, re-
garding the federal authonty,
the federal level in the table
(1, 2, 3, 5), the region level,
the state level and every self-
governing have already been
prescribed.

The Tatmadaw enacted
the constitution in accord-
ance with the will of the

people through a national
referendum. It has been
enacted since 2008, and we
have said many times that
we agree that the provisions
that should be amended wall
be amended to suit the cur-
rent situatien Many points
could be corrected during
the previous government,
but there are still points that
cannot be confirmed because
the people’s referendum has
not been held yet Chap-
ter (12) of the constitution
contains provisions on how
te amend it, so they must
act in accordance with the
constitution The amend-
ment of the constitution
can only be done through
the parliament Therefore,
I would like to say that we
will be able to hold a multi-
party democratic general
election according to the
previous procedures estah-
lished by our government.
And through parliament,
we must amend the provi-
sions that are inconsistent
with the current system.
The ethnic armed groups
that have signed the NCA
also need to participate 1n
the mandatory elections
to strengthen the country's
democratic system.

The Myanmar Tatmadaw
15 an organization that has
led the development of the
multi-party democratic sys-
tem aspired by the people,
anditis also an organization
that1s working to strengthen
the country’s democratic
system . In practicing a mul-
ti-party democratic system,
free and fair elections are the
lifeblood of this system, so
only free and fair elections
will show the true will of
the people. Only when an
election 15 free and fair, wnll
the true will of the people be
reflected and the democratic
system will be meaningful
In the multi-party demo-
cratic general election of
2020, the previous NLD
party actedin a disergamzed
manner, causing a black spot
for the country It 1s there-
fore necessary to strengthen
the multi-party democratic
system full of genuine dis-
cipline to prevent such inci-
dents from happening again

Since 1t 15 important to
have multi-party partici-
pation 1n the election, the
Tnion Election Commission
met with the political par-

ties four times and agreed
to use the Closed List-FR
system instead of the First
Past the Post FPTP system,
which 15 suitable and sim-
ple for Myanmar, in order
to prevent the lost votes
that occurred in the previ-
ous elections. Coordinated
measures are also being
taken to amend and publish
the relevant parliamentary
election laws and bylaws
that are consistent with the
proportional representation
system. As political parties
must take the lead in carry-
ing outanational duties, anew
Folitical Parties Registration
Law and rules were passed
to make them stronger. New
regulations have been prom-
ulgated. There have been
50 parties that applied for
re-registration in accordance
with the rules and 15 new
parties that applied for the
right to establish totalling
63 parties.

In order to have the nght
to vote without a gap be-
tween the whole country, the
information on the basis of
the ballot must be compiled
correctly. Only if the basic
information 1s correct will
the ballots be correct There
are 40 political parties that
have not applied for rereg-
istration 1n accordance with
the law, and these political
parties are automatically
void as political parties ac-
cording to Section 25 of
the Political Parties Regis-
tration Law. Out of the 65
political parties that applied
for re-registration and newly
established registration, the
Union Election Commission
allowed 47 political parties
to register, and 2 political
parties were canceled 1n
accordance with the law, so
there are currently 45 exist-
ing political parties.

On January 6, 2024, he
met with chairpersons, vice
chairpersons and officials
of the pelitical parties that
have already been allowed
to be registered and openly
discussed the current politi-
cal situation 1n the state, the
situation in which the ter-
rorist attacks of some ethnic
armed groups which have
been widely depicted, the
conditions of terrorists’ acts
carried out by PDF terrorists,
the conditions of the govern-
ment's economic and social
sector development, the con-

ditions of the election and
the participating parties also
presented their views on the
current situation in the coun-
try and discussed the party's
difficulties. They all agreed
to make an all-out effort to
hold the election success-
fully. A law has been issued
to amend the provisions of
the Political Parties Regis-
tration Law. Article 429 of
the 2008 Constitution alse
states that "The Mational De-
fense and Secunty Council
shall hold a general election
in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Constitution
within six months from the
date of announcing the can-
cellation of the order under
Article 426 " Therefore, we
will malke efforts to hold the
multi-party general election
according to the number five
of the five-point roadmap set
by the State Administration
Council.

The ultimate goal of the
State Administration Coun-
cil 15 to hold a free and
fair multi-party democratic
general election. Although
it will be difficult to success-
fully hold the election, we
will do everything we can to
ensure thatthe people donot
lose their right to vote, and
we will make efforts to have
an orderly general election.

Since the Hluttaw 1s the
highest political body in
a democratic system, all
ethnic groups will be able
to participate in the Hluttaw
to claim their local rights in
accordance with the law Ac-
cording to the constitution,
the President of the country
15 elected by the Union Hlut-
taw, and the Chief Ministers
of the regions and states are
elected by the respective re-
grons and states. Tt1s manda-
tory to select the designated
representatives to be able to
attend the meeting 1n order
to make 1t a dignified meet-
ing. Only if the relevant re-
gional parties are includedin
these parliaments, they will
be represented in the parlia-
ment, and they will be al-
lowed to say what they want
to happen with the voice of
the people About 28 percent
of the country's population
livesin cities and 72 percent
lives 1n rural areas In some
states and regions, the gapis
greater than the current ratio.
Therefore, we must not only
look at the will of the city

but alse consider the voting
rights of the rural people
Therefore, regional stability
and peace are being taken
sertously in Sagaing Pegion,
Kayah, Chin and Rakhine
states, which currently lacks
stability and peace, and pre-
liminary preparations are be-
ing made for the election. We
cannot leave out any region
or state to hold elections as
there is no peace. The elec-
tions need to make to hold
the Hluttaw meetings that
he presented above. If thisis
left, democracy will die out
in the region. Dictatorship
and warlord systems waill
enter. The local ethnic peo-
ple will suffer Therefore, 1f
we really want a democratic
system, we must try to held
free and fair elections, and
political parties need to help
all round,

In order to have the nght
to wvote without a gap be-
tween the whole country,
the information on the basis
of the ballot must be com-
piled correctly Oaly if the
basic information 15 correct
will the ballets be correct.
It 15 necessary to correct the
ballot as much as possible
to avoid the same situation
that was stigmatized due to
the wrong ballot in the 2018
general election. Therefore,
the natienal census will
be conducted in 2024 In
October, 2023, preliminary
work was done 1n 100 poll-
ing stations 1in 20 townships
to be able to successfully
cellect and prepare for the
difficulties that may be en-
countered in enumeration
Based on the population col-
lected from the population
and household census 2014,
the estimated population
of Myanmar on October 1,
2023 15 56.2 million. Only
after the national census is
conducted, the population
list will be released and the
voting lists will be compiled
Oaly 1f the census can be
fully collected, the correct
ballots will be obtained and
the election can be held cor-
rectly.

The Union Election Com-
mission has made clarifi-
cations and practical dem-
onstration test voting using
Myanmar Electronic Voting
MMachine for voters to vote
clearly and easily, to have the
correct vote results, to have no
rejected ballots, See Page 15
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to have electoral fraud and
ensure transparency The
practical demonstration test
voting 15 being conducted in
the central level organiza-
tions, ministries, Nay Py
Taw Council, A total of 42
groups of Nay Pyi Taw mu-
nicipalities and universities
in Nay Py1 Taw. It has been
implemented in 8 townships
in Hay Py1 Taw of the Union
Territory and all the town-
shipsin Yangon Eegion, and
continues to be implemented
10 the townships 1in Mandalay
Eegion

The State Administra-
tton Council 15 fulfilling the
country's responsibility 1n
accordance with the consti-
tution to strengthen the path
of the country's democratic
system According to Article
425 of the Constitution, a
G-month extension of state of
emergency can normally be
granted twice, but the coun-
try's rule of law 15 lacking
andthe socio-economic lives
of the local ethnic people are
being lost due to the armed
conflict 1n northern Shan
State, some areas of Saga-
ing Region, Chin State and
Kayah State. Taking advan-
tage of this situation, terror-
1stsnamed NUG and PDF are
carrying out terrorist attacks
all over the country, as well
as terronizing the public, so
1t 15 necessary to restore the
rule of law and peace 1n the
country. It 15 obvious that
this 15 not a normal situa-
tton. As some of the ethnic
armed groups are fighting to
prevent the rule of law 1n the
border areas, as we see that
they are cooperating with
online fraud groups and it is
necessary to coordinate with
the relevant countries untl
enline frauds are eradicated
by ensuning the stability of
the border area, security and
law and order. In order to be
able to carry out the above
activities effectively, we are

already working to improve

the public secunty system
to develop a public defense
system that includes all the
people. He alsc uwrged the
members of the MNational
Defense and Security Coun-
cil, who attended, to work
together to make the country
a stable and peaceful country
with rule of law As we wnll
be moving towards a multi-
party democratic system,
thereis aneed for the parties
applying for registration to
build strength and organize
in order to provide party
registration rights in accord-
ance with the regulations set
by the Union Election Com-
mission to comply with the
law. It 15 necessary to work
together to successfully hold
a multi-party democratic
general election

We are the government
that had to assume the na-
tional responsibility due to
electoral fraud in the 2020
general election "The multi-
party democratic system
full of genuine discipline”
which the people longed
for, was kept unshakable
Since the beginning of the
government's duties, up un-
til today, in every process,
the orgamizing of "free and
fair multi-party democratic
general election® has always
been included Opposing or-
ganizations turn a blind eye
to the multi-party democratic
system that1s pro-people and
make the country unstable.
It can be seen that people's
socio-economic life 15 runed
by putting their foolish egos
in the forefront and shaping
the path of violence every
day. If the normal situation
arrives, they are especially
worried that their terrorist
plans to take the power of the
country by arbitrary means
will fail. Therefore, we must
make efforts to hold multi-
party elections in the country
We will try to deal with the
difficulties and challenges
that are being created to pre-

vent such an election from

happening. We will continue
to strive to fully enjoy peace
and stability and the rights of
democracy for every citizen
in accordance with the rules
and regulations.

The brave and daring ac-
tions of the military person-
nel, police and militia organi-
zations, who are protecting
the destructive activities that
are currently undermining
the stability and security of
the country, are historical
actions More support will
be given to them. Likewise,
they recognized the public's
willingness te cooperate and
reduce their security con-
cerns, which will be properly
handled 1n accordance with
the law,

At present, there are
many requirements to be a
free and fair general election
underthe law as afoundation
of democratic system and to
enable the people to express
their aspirations freely It
is necessary to create the
peaceful and stable situa-
tion as well as an ordinary
sitation. Under Section 425
of the Constitution, as 1t 1s
not usual sitiation, it needs
to extend six more months
to serve the responsiblities
under the Constitution for
sustaimning the processes 1n
mom etum.

Then, with regard to the
discussion of the Senior Gen-
eral, Vice President U Henry
Van Thio said he agreed to
submission of the Senior
General

Speaker of Pyithu Hiut-
taw U T Khun Myat said that
the explanation of the Senior
General 151n conformity with
the reason and legal affans
oo, he agreed to extend six
more months of the State of
Emergency under the Section
425 of the Constitution.

Wext, the Vice-Senior
General discussed that he
firstly agreed to the clarifica-
tion of the Sentor General for
extending six-month peniod

of serving the responsibilities

under the Constitution First,
it 15 necessary to continue
taking security measures for
ensuring peace and stability
of the State and strengthen-
ing of socioeconomic life of
the people, and an emphasis
must be placed on peace and
stability as well as rule of
law Secondly, itisnecessary
to successfully hold the mul-
tiparty democratic general
election the ultimatum vision
of the SAC. So, 1t needs to
enumerate the census for
correctness of voter lists.
The correct statistics can
coentribute to correct veter
lists. As such, processes must
be done step by step. Hence,
as such two points must be
implemented, he agreed to
the submission of the Sentor
General to extend the six
more months of the State of
Emergency.

Union Minister for De-
fence Admiral Tin Aung
San said that as building
the Union 15 being speeded
up for strengthening of the
genumine disciplined multi-
party democratic system and
building of the union based
on democratic and federal
systems, the ceasefire of the
whole nation 1s being imple-
mented But, some armed
ethnic armed organizations
taking advantage of NCA
build the strength and com-
mit destructive acts and ter-
rorsm. So, 1t encroaches on
sovereignty of the State. As
such, he agreed to extend six
more months of the State of
Emergency for implement-
ing the five-point roadmap
of SAC and holding the free
and fair election in peace and
stability of the State uphold-
ing Our Three Main National
Causes

Union Minister for Home
Affairs Lt-Gen Yar Pyae said
that he agreed to extend six
more months of the State of
Emergency as the terrorism,
unusual situation happened
for peace, stability and rule

of law happening frem 1

February 2023 to the whole
2023

Union Minister for For-
eign Affairs U Than Shwe
also agreed to extend six
more months of the State
of Emergency due to needs
of political, economic and
social development under-
takings of the SAC govern-
ment to the international
community.

TUnion Minister for Bor-
der Affairs Lt-Gen Tun Tun
Maung discussed he agreed
to extend six more months
of the State of Emergency for
soonest stability of the unu-
sual situation of the State and
successtul implementation of
the five-pomnt roadmap of the
SAC under the Section 423
of the Constitution.

In his speech, the Sentor
General said that he dis-
cussed the situations in six-
month period. The country
15 on the path of democracy
the people chose and 1t 13
being undertaken under the
constitution. The Constitu-
tion (2008) was approved
with the voting of the people.
But, the Tatmadaw agreed
to amend some necessary
points. Some EAOs are com-
mitting drug production and
trafficking in their areas
where peace and stability and
rule of law cannot be forged.
Tatmadaw 15 emphasizing
the peace and stability of the
State. Capacity of Tatmadaw
members and police mem-
bers will be enhanced

Some political parties
and ethnic organizations
talked about Public security
system. [t1snecessary toum-
plement the national military
service system to defend the
people in the areas of EAOs
and some areas without sta-
bility. So, an emphasis 15 be-
ing implemented for public
security system. So, secunty
information system 1s being
implemented in wards and
towns so astoimplementthe
public defence system.

With regard to interna-

tional relations, the gov-
ernment 15 enhancing the
relations with neighbouning
countries and all countries
Myanmar cooperates with
all countries wishing to co-
operate with Myanmar So,
the government 15 following
the foreign policies of the
constitution.

IMyanmar 15 not 1n usual
situation. Efforts must be
made for reach the situation
before 1 February 2021
Such situation was destroyed
by unrests and then armed
terrorism. So, a free and
fair election must be held
to reach such situations It
mustbe dignified election
and Hluttaw meetings NP
of relevant Hluttaws must
be larger than the Tatmadaw
member Hluttaw representa-
trves. 1f so, the election wall
be dignified. It needs to
have check and balance in
Hluttaws for members of the
NDSC to know 1t

With regard to submais-
sion, the Pro Tem President
said that it needs to extend
s1x more menths for serving
the responsibilties under the
Constitution according to the
council members At present,
he agreed to extend siz more
months for serving the du-
ties to tmplement terrorism
process of the State and to
address unusual situations
As such submission of the
centor General, he seemed
to successfully implement
the process to shape the
good future of the State If
necessary, more term should
be extended depending on
the results of efforts within
si1x months perrod So, ac-
cording to agreements of
all council members at the
meeting, the six-month pe-
riod was extended for the
State of Emergency of the
whole nation was declared
to the MNational Defence
and Security Council, and
the meeting 1/2024 was

concluded.
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of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and rebbing.

RubliciNotice for Elimimationf ofsViolence

1 Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terronist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

- Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting " CEFH”, "NUG”, and "PDF" terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and commaitting destructive activities, 1s

3 Givinginformation secretly to the authorities on terronsts and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition 1s tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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- Marine plastic pollution by Issues

Brief
- The world's plastic pollution crisis

explained
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