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Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister of the Republic of Union of Myanmar
Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri
Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing sends
77" Anniversary Shan State Day message

Esteemed nationalities of the Shan State,

I wish vou and all the people of the entire nation
health and happiness and peace and prosperity from the
7T Anniversary Shan State Day, which falls on 7 Febru-
ary, onwards.

Shan State 15 the largest in terms of land area among
all the regions and states of the Union and alse a home
to the largest number of ethnic races. Ethnic Shan are the
majority and they have been living in unity with other Shan
ethnic races, Palaung, Pal, Wa, Danu, Kokang, Lahu,
Akha, Inthaand so on, and Kachin, Kayah and Lesu races.
Itis aland where all those ethnic peoples have been living
in harmony since yore, and the landscape 15 decorated with
beautiful geographical features.

It 15 alse a stunning state that has fair weather and a
number of hill stations. Pyadalin Cave, Lwewun Cave and
other limestone caves where stone-age civilization can be
found stand witness to its long history of civilization. Shan
State 15 a perfect land area with a rich cultural diversity.

The emergence of Shan State Day has connections
with the history that showed the country’s umty durning
the independence struggle. The British tried to leave
out hill regions under its divide-and-rule policy even if
1t had to grant Myanmar independence 1n an inevitable
sttuation

In 1947, the Batish invited a Myanmar delegation led
by General Aung San to London and discussed Myanmar's
future. Dunng the talks, General Aung San demanded the
inclusion of all the states including Shan State in grant-
ing independence to Myanmar. The executive committee
of Shan State Feudal Council objected to the demand by
saying that General Aung San was the representative of
Shan chieftains But leaders of Shan People’s Freedom
League organized a mass rally in Taunggyi and made a
resolution that General Aung San was the representative of
hill regions and gave full support to him Aung San-Atlee
Agreement could be signed only after the resolution and
support were sent by a telegram

The council member chieftains and representatives
of Shan public held talks from 3 to 6 February 1947, and
on 7 February Shan, Kachin and Chin representatives set
up a subcommittee and signed the agreement to achieve
independence together of the Myanmar proper.

vhan State Day 15 observed annually in honour of the
Day (7 February) on which Shan, Kachin and Chin lead-
ers in Shan State made a decision to gain independence

together with the proper and this year marks the 77% an-

7 February 2024

niversary. So, Shan State Day 1s a special moment that 1s
also unique and profound for all the people of Myanmar
as covenants of Panglong, the foundation of Union Day,
could be adopted

The time has arrived for the country to take the lessons
of the past and march 1n harmony and unison on the cor-
rect path for the perpetuation of sovereignty and national
development. A diverse array of national brethren had
lived in solidity and dignity among the world countries
for a long time. But the country was unjustly expleoited
and put under divide-and-rule administration by the co-
lonialists for over 100 years after they had waged three
aggressive wars

The country 15 still facing the evil legacy of the divide-
and-rule policy of the colonalists till today although 1t
regained independence over 70 years ago. The entire
country including Shan people fought back the colonial-
15t administration with patriotism and by sacrificing lots
of blood, sweat and lives and restored independence. But
unity broke outin the Union and armed conflicts continue
till today because of the evil legacy of the divide-and-rule
policy. All must be aware of this fact.

MNational races including those from Shan State are
facing a lot of hardships because of the armed confiicts,
battles, disturbances, terrontsm. All must understand that
peace and stability is deteriorating and the country can
be in danger. In addition to concentrating only on their
interests, terroristinsurgents are destroying regional peace
and stability, pagodas, roads, bridges, schools, hospitals,
and buildings. Their acts are causing alot of suffering for
the people. All the stakeholders and people should make
serious efforts to restore peace and stability and perpetual
peace. The delay in realizing the situation may cause im-
measurable losses and eventually it may lead to create a
dangerous situation for the country

The State Administration Council 1s now giving prior-
1ty to national peace, socioeconomic development, restor-
ing perpetual peace 1n the whole country, and setting up a
Union based on democracy and federalism In doing so, it
isimplementing a two-point political vision — consolida-
tion of a true and disciplined multiparty democracy and
building of a Union based on democracy and federalism.

All the nationalities of the Union should realize the
Union based on democracy and federalism with mutual
understanding, forgiveness, mutual help and Union spirit,
without any disunity among them As nationalities of

the Union have built the country with the Union system,

national unity 15 1ts core. Hence, all must nurture Union
spirit, the most important element of national unity.

The true wish of national races of Myanmar 1s peace
and prosperity, rule of law, socioeconomic development,
and food sufficiency. The government has set “the national
prosperity and food sufficiency” as a national goal It is
developing the all-inclusive farming sector with modern
methods and 15 striving for all all-round development
of other economic sectors. The main requirement is the
further development of farming-based MEMEs Hence
national races in Shan State should try to achieve socio-
economic development by concentrating on the progress
of MSMEs.

Esteemed national races,

The entire people including youths must be imbued
with intellectual and technological knowledge and vision
in building a Union based on democracy and federalism.
The government is implementing a well rounded edu-
cation system that can bring about human resources to
build a modern and developed country As education 1s
the cornerstone of national development, the government
15s making efforts to ensure education for all school age
children, completion of KG+9, and inclusion of technical
and farming knowledge 1n high school lessons.

Educational opportunities are low 1n regions of na-
tional races, especially the rural areas and border areas.
Hence, the government is launching the education promo-
tion campaign in the entire country The task of promoting
academic and technological knowledge, fostenng patni-
otism of youths, developing their intellectual power to
differentiate between good and bad and right and wrong,
nurturing them to become valuable postenity 1s so itmpor-
tant. Hence youths must be developed to become the new
generation that can safeguard the future State.

As the armed conflicts, attacks and destruction are
leading towards national disintegration and pushing the
national people towards a hell-like situation, all should
protect the nation and people with patriotism and Union
spirit, and nurture new generation youths to become
valuable human resources. And As for Shan State, I
wish for peace and prosperity, all-round development
and socioeconomic development. With this I conclude
my message.

Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing
Prime Minister
Chairman of State Administration Council

Lima bean marketable in Mandalay due to high demand abroad

Mandalay February &
Lima bean 15 in good trading at
Mandalay market due to hagh de-
mand from foreign merchants, said
U Set Maung Swe, Secretary of Bro-

kers, Merchants and Nallers Maha
Kahteintaw Association (MMandalay
Commodity Depot).

Currently Lima bean has de-
mands from foreign countries. It is

very marketable in Mandalay market
and Chinese merchants give many
offers to purchase Lima bean from
Mandalay.

In Mandalay market, lima bean

15 traded at 165,000 per three-bas-
ket bag on 24 January Lima bean 1s

“Lima bean 15 1n ugh demand
So, 1t 15 expected to rise its trading
cultivated 1n Magway, Sagaing and processin the future due to high de-

mand from foreign trade partners,”

184

Mandalay regions as well as Yangon,

Bago and Ayeyawady regions. he explained.
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Confessions about trafficking of narcotic drugs operated by AA

The government has raised,
as a national duty, the momen-
tum of effectively eradicating
trafficking in narcotic drugs,
which are posing a great me-
nace to the entire mankind,
including new generation you-
ths.

Moreover, it has also been ex-
tensively conducting inspections,
exposures and seizures on the
routes of transporting narcotic
drugs, and seized ICE, more
than two tonnes of methamphe-
tamine, and 800 kilogrammes
of precursor chemical caffein,
valued at Ks-51.87 hillion, from
members of the Arakan Army
(AA) group, Which is trafficking
them on various legs of road
and water routes, from Shan
State to Rakhine State.

Their confessions are as
follows:

Confession of Ma Ei Ei Khin
(alias) Ma Ei, who transported
narcotic drugs from Shan State
to Yangon

¢

“Nang Shwe Phyu and I went
to Lashio to meet a person,
called Maung Naing. At that
time, I didn’t have a job and it
was difficult to get a job. I was
asked, “We have a job. Will you
do it?” Then, I happened to
meet that person, Maung Naing.
He told us, “You will get Ks-10
million for the trip.” As it was
a big amount, we accepted the
job. I asked him whether it was
heroin or raw opium. He said

it was not the sort of narcotic
drugs, and they had arranged
everything, having packaged
them all. He said we had only
to sit in and ride the car. Nang
Shwe Phyu fetched the packages
from the forest. In Lashio, we
hired a car. We put the things
on the hired car and also on
my car.

“We went up to Aungban on
that car. He hired the car for
us for Ks-600,000. On the pre-
vious trip, we brought only
asmall amount, depending on
the situations along the route.
Iwas together with Nang Shwe
Phyu. As we came to know that
it was safe for us on the previous
trip, we brought a larger volume
on the current trip. When we
arrived Yangon, it was night
time. In the morning, Nang
Shwe Phyu got telephone
connection with the person at
the destination. I called her and
asked, “Where are you?” She
said she was on her way to the
10'"-Mile where she would
transfer the packages. I had
had some dispute with her, and
she had not brought me with
her. But when I called her again.
She was not at the 10""-Mile.
It was Danyingon. She told me
to come to Danyingon. So, 1
hired a taxi to follow her up to
Danyingon.

“After leaving Lashio, we had
to pass by Mongyei, Nampao,
Indaw, Kyaukgu, and Yaksawk.
But before we reached Yaksawk,
we stopped in a forest for the
night, where there were a food
shop and a hot spring. After
sleeping there for one night,
we left in the morning. After
going across Yaksawk, we
reached Aungban. In Aungban,
there was a car from Yangon
waiting for us. The car driver,
called Yan Naing Soe, telephoned
us. He said he slept in Aunghan
because it was already dark.
He said he would give us a
phone number in the morning.
In the morning, we contacted
that phone number. The person

who held the telephone gave
us another phone number. The
holder of the phone was called
“Naw Naw”, a young, male
Rakhine national. We told Naw
Naw to come to Danyingon to
collect the packages. It was at
the Danyingon junction.

“I'm very repentant. It is
worse when my family came
to know about it. I'm now every
repentant.”

Confessions of U Hla Win
(alias) Thar Gyi, friend of
Kyaw Myat Oo (alias) Thar
Thar (alias) Wai Thar Tun,
who is in the rank of a colonel,
in charge of Economic Affairs,
of AA, who gave instructions
on accepting the narcotic
drugs that arrived Yangon
and transporting them to
Sittwe, Rakhine State

Asinstructed by Kyaw Myat
0o (a) Thar Thar, who is in the
rank of a Colonel, I had to tran-
sport narcotic drugs from
Yangon to Rakhine State. Kyaw
Myat Oo (a) Thar Thar and I
have been friends since child-
hood as neighbours. In the first
week of August, 2023, Kyaw
Myat Oo (a) Thar Thar contacted
me by phone. He said narcotic
drugs were going to arrive, and
gave me the telephone number
of Second Lieutenant Naw Naw,
his subordinate. He said Naw
Naw would contact me. Then,
I got links with Naw Naw. Car
drivers also telephoned me. I
connected the car drivers with

g "
- S o ¥
s

Drug—t_l‘i?ﬂ'icgkg_l,"ﬁ'n}i;prk}irﬁlg ..fc_.)r" the z?\n&fapdiséize'-:.i illegal drugs and vehicles .

Naw Naw, second lieutenant of
AA. Second Lt. Naw Naw went
to fetch the drugs. He called
me when he arrived at the
warehouse. He said 25 sacks
of ICE were already in the
warehouse. As I had been told
by Kyaw Myat Oo (a) Thar Thar,
I asked Second Li. Naw Naw
tobring out the 1-kilo sacks from
paper boxes and re-package
them neatly.

“For the second time, Kyaw
Myat Oo (a) Thar Thar rang
me in the third week of August,
2023, and told me that more
nareotic drugs had arrived.

“Second Lt. Naw Naw contac-
ted the car driver and went to
fetch the drugs. When he arrived
at the warehouse, he called me
and said he had received 16
sacks of ICE. In the fourth of
week of August, Kyaw Myat Oo
(a) Thar Thar rang me and told
me to bring the ICE in the ware-
house to Vessel “Taninthayi.”
Then, I called Second Li. Naw
Naw and told him to transport
the things in the warehouse to
Mottama Port in Shwepyitha.
He called me again when he
had dropped off the things at
the port. Only at that time, Kyaw
Myat Oo (a) Thar Thar asked
a person who was travelling to
Yangon to hand Ks-10 million
over to me. He said it was the
award for my performance in
August.

“Again in the first week of
November, 2023, Kyaw Myat
0o (a) Thar Thar contacted me

and said more narcotic drugs
would arrive soon. He also gave
me the phone number of the
car driver. Then, I got contacts
with the ear driver. The driver
told me to transfer the drugs
near Ocean Hotel at 9'"-Mile.
So, Irang Second Lt. Naw Naw
of AA and asked him to come
to Ocean Hotel at 9"-Mile. I
did not remember the place
where this hotel was. He said
there was a car in the under-
ground parking lot. I didn’t see
any person there. I told Naw
Naw I would bring the Super
Custom car there. Then, I bro-
ught Naw Naw’s car. [ told him
I had received 57 sacks of ICE.
In the second week of Novem-
ber, Second Lt. Naw Naw infor-
med me that he had received
40 sacks of the drug. One or two
days later, Naw Naw told me
that the Shwepyitha Industrial
Zone Management Committee
would inspect the warehouses
in the zone. I relayed the infor-
mation to Thar Thar. Naw Naw
told me that he wanted to put
cement in the warehouse and
transfer the drugs to a car. I
told Thar Thar what Naw Naw
had said. So, Thar Thar asked
me to buy a car; and also cement
and transfer them to Naw Naw.
So, I bought a truck of Canter
brand for Ks-32 million. The
cement I bought cost Ks-4.9 mill-
ion. I received the money from a
person near Insein Market un-
der Thar Thar’s arrangement

See Page 14

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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by phone. We loaded the drugs
in paper boxes onto the truck,
and asked the driver to go to
Lanmadaw. The truck was
parked in Lanmadaw for seven
days, and in Pabedan, another
seven days. Because the clutch
of the truck was not good, we
had it repaired at a workshop
in Myittha Street in South
Okkalapa Township. The drugs
were seized by the police there.
But according to Naw Naw’s
words, he received the drugs
three times within the month,
totalling 38 sacks.

“In the second week of Novem-
ber, Kyaw Myat Oo (a) Thar
Thar, in the rank of a colonel of
AA, contacted me by phone.

“He told me he would send a
person, called Soe Tun, who
was to work together with Naw
Naw. He asked me to rent a
house for Soe Tun. Soe Tun and
I went to North Dagon to look
for a house to rent. We found a
house, which Soe Tun liked, in
Ward 34. Thar Thar sent the
rental money through a person
to me, and asked me to sign
a one-year agreement at Ks-
650,000 per month.

“In February 2022, Kyaw Myat
Oo (a) Thar Thar rang me and
said narcotic drugs would be
transported by water. He asked
me to buy a motorboat. He also
said he would also send a person.
We got contacts with the owner
of a vessel called “Taninthayi”.
The owner mentioned the price
ofthe motorboat as Ks-80 million.

“In August 2023, we transport-
ed narcotic drugs for the first
time on motorboat “Taninthayi.”
Kyaw Myat Oo (a) Thar Thar,
in charge of Economic Affairs,
of AA, gave money for all the
costs the costs for warehouses
in which narcotic drugs were
to be kept, for the cars and
trucks, for the houses for AA
members to live in, and for the
motorboat, including service
money “Ks-10 million” for me.
I assume that the proceeds
from selling the nareotic drugs
are used for buying arms and
ammunition and for recruiting.

“Now, I am repentant of my
collusion with the AA group,
harming the nation and the
young people.”

Confessions of Kyaw Soe
(a) Nay Lin Tun (a) Naw Naw,
inthe rank of Second Lieuten-
ant of the AA group, who re-
ceived the narcotic drugs that
arrived in Yangon and transpo-
rted them to Rakhine State in
person, under the instructions

of Kyaw Myat Oo (a) Thar
Thar (a) Wai Thar Tun, in the
rank of a colonel, in charge
of Economic Affairs of AA

“I'm Kyaw Soe (a) Nay Lin
Tun (a) Naw Naw, in the rank
of Second Lieutenant of AA.
My personnel No. is 0104. I
joined AA in 2010, and attended
a45-day military training course.
Then, I served as a private in
a section. I went to Sein Yu
Bone Mountain to join in an
operation. I served the duty of
caring for agriculture and
livestock breeding at the AA
base unit up to 2022. Afterwards,
1 was sent by Colonel Kyaw
Myat Oo (a) Thar Thar (a) Wai
Thar Tun, in charge of Economic
Affairs, to Yangon for transport
of narcotic drugs. Colonel Kyaw
Myat Oo (a) Thar Thar (a) Wai
Thar Tun asked me to rent a
warehouse in Shwepyitha for
storing narcotic drugs. Irented
awarehouse for Ks-2.5 million
per month, and stored narcotie
drugs in it. I had to bring the
drugs to Mottama Port in Shwe-
pyitha Township and load them
onto the motorboat.

“Colonel Kyaw Myat Oo (a)
Thar Thar (a) Wai Thar Tun
said I must receive narcotic
drugs from Than Win (a) Yan
Naing. I received 620 (one-kilo)

e
. i

drug at the car parking lot of
Ocean Hotel on November 7
one time, under the instruction
by phone of Colonel Kyaw Myat
Oo (a) Thar Thar (a) Wai Thar
Tun; 40 sacks of the drug near
amarket at Danyingone junct-
ion on November 10 one time;
175 (one-kilo) sacks of the drug
at the same junction on Novem-
ber 23 one time; 90 (one-kilo)
ofthe drug at the same junction
on November 24 one time; and
600 (one-kilo) sacks of ICEat
the same junction on November
25; totalling seven time.

“Ibrought 3,025 sacks of ICE
and 40 sacks of nareotic drugs
and stored them in the warehouse.
Under the instruction of Colonel
Kyaw Myat Oo (a) Thar Thar (a)
Wai Thar Tun, I put the narcotic
drugs in paper boxes and stored
them in the warehouse. Colo-
nel Kyaw Myat Oo (a) Thar
Thar (a) Wai Thar Tun asked
me to send the narcotic drugs
in 51 paper boxes to Mottama
Port in Shwepyitha. So, I hired
a Hijet for transporting the
drugs. I entrusted the narcotic
drugs with a person called Soe
Paing (a) Soe Soe who was on
the motorboat “Taninthayi”.

“Colonel Kyaw Myat Oo (a)
Thar Thar (a) Wai Thar Tun
directly asked me to take charge
of the drugs in Yangon. He gave
me Ks-300,000 per month during
my service. In the past, we
didn’t get any salary. It was only
in my service with the narcotic
drugs that I got a monthly sa-
lary of Ks-300,000. Major Ge-
neral Tun Myat Naing also knew
about our activities in narco-
ticdrug trade. Actually, we were
doing them under his comm-
and.

“AA members also sent the
narcotic drugs to otherregions
and countries. Before 1 was

s

Drug-traffickerstuseroads and yw aterw avstotransportdrugs

sacks of ICE at Danyingon jun-
ction on the 5 of August one
time; 400 (one-kilo) sacks of
ICE at the same junction on 15
August one time;

140 (one-kilo) sacks of the

arrested, I had heard about the
seizure of narcotic drugs which
were about tobe sent to Malaysia.

The seizure took place when
they were about to be sent by
water. The traffickers were AA

members. In fact, we, AA mem-
bers, felt self-conscious in using
the money, the proceeds from
the sales of narcotic drugs. I
feel upset for my having sent
the narcotic drugs to Sittway
by water for the first time. 1
also feel repentant.

You will now hear the confess-
ions of Soe Paing (a) Soe Soe
who sent the narcotie drugs
from Yangon to Sittwe by water.

Confessions of U Soe Paing
(a) Soe Soe, who transported
narcotic drugs from Yangon
to Sittwe

“In April 2022, Ko Thar Gyi
contacted me and asked me to
work in Yangon. The work was
to drive a motorboat. Then, I
arrived in Yangon in May. He
made me contact with a person,
called Ko Kyaw Han, who was
in Yangon. Ko Kyaw Hanand 1
went to the motorboat. On the
motorboat, there were three
persons on security. They went
back home when we took over
the boat.

“On the following days, more
persons arrived to work on
board through the connections
of Ko Kyaw Han and Ko Thar
Gyi. My salary was Ks-500,000
per month. In addition to the
salary, they occasionally issued
Ks-300,000 to Ks-500,000 in ad-
vance, as necessary, to me. I
made a total of seven trips
between Yangon and Sittwe on
Taninthayi-I motorboat.

“Up to the sixth time, I had

transported 5,000 bags of cement
on the motorboat from Yangon
to Sittwe. On the seventh time,
460 bags of rice were loaded
onto the motorboat at the
Shwepyithar port. Then, more
bags of cement were loaded at
Miba Myitta port near the
Shwepyitha port. At that port,
51 paper boxes were loaded
after cement.

“When the paper boxes were
about to be loaded, Ko Thar Gyi
called me and said the paper
boxes were important, and
asked me to take care of them.
He also gave me the phone
number of the person who would
send the paper boxes to the
port. He said that person would
come to contact me.

“A person, whom I later came
to know as Naw Naw, contacted
me and dropped off the 51 paper
boxes from a Hijet. He said Ko
Thar Gyi would give me Ks-5
million on eompletion of the
trip. On my trip from Yangon
to Sittwe, I eruised from Yangon
River to Khanaungto Creek,
where I laid the anchor. At the
time of flood tide, I cruised along
the Twantay Canal, passing
Maubin, Wakema and Myaun-
gmya. After passing from below
Ngapudaw, I proceeded to Hain-
goyi, and then, Mawtinsun, and
cruised along Ngayokkaung-
Chaungtha-Gwa coast. Then,
I went straight to Sittwe.

“When I was young, beginning
from 2003, I drove motorboats
in Taungup and worked honestly.
Then, jobs were scarce, and |
arrived here through the contacts
of Ko Thar Gyi, who said [ was
just to transport legal goods. If
I had known that the goods
were illegal, I would not have
chosen this work. Only now did
I know that AA members and
transport of illegal goods were
involved. I feel really upset. I
have two sons. I feel greatly
sorrowful for the our existence
and for the future of my sons.

See Page 15
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I'was told I had onlyto transport
cement, and work within the
framework of law. This happened
without knowing that narcotic
drugs would be involved. I must
say that they have used me. 1
feel really upset for having
transported the goods without
knowing that they were illegal.
I'beg the pardon of young people
and parents of Rakhine for my
wrongdoing.

Iwant to tell them not to abuse
these things. I think that these
things would be sent from
Sittway to other countries across
the border. I have heard about
the seizures of such narcotic
drugs at border. I also assume
that AA should not use the
proceeds from selling the nar-
cotic drugs for young Rakhine
people and arms and ammunit-
ion.

Confessions of Kyaw Han
(a) Hsan Shay, who was in the
rank of sergeant in the AA
group, who transported the
narcotic drugs from Yangon
to Sittwe by water.

“I'm a member of the AA
group, Sergeant Kyaw Han with
personnel No0287. On 5 January
2016, an AA member came to
feteh me. Then, 1 was made to
attend a course in Kyauktaw

Township. The course was
completed after May. They gave
me a personnel number on
completion of the course. I had
to take care of the plantations.
In May 2016, I had to live at
Meewah Camp, and had to
participate in building more
camps. That was a time when
more and more camps were
built near Padauk.

“Armed clashes took place
when the Myanmar Tatmadaw
columns entered the area. At
that time, two privates fell on
our side. We fled the scene of
engagement.

“On fleeing, we reached
Kokesi. It was within MraukU
Township, and we stayed there.
We did casual work. As [ didn’t
have a secure job, staying with
other persons, I moved to
Pauktaw Township. I was stay-
ing there in hiding. While stay-
ing there, I rode boats carry-
ing sand and stones. In 2021,
a person, called Aung Hsan
Oo, contacted me and asked
whether [ wanted to work. He
said I had to ride a motorboat,

i, by which AA transported goo-

ds.
“Ireplied to him that I would
work. Then, he sent me to

== Yangon, after giving me Ks-
= 200,000. After arriving Yangon,

I'was sent to Seikkyi-Khanaungto.
The place where there was
“Taninthayi” motorboat. Then,
I started working onboard. The
motorboat transported goods.
On the last voyage from Yangon
to Sittwe, 7,000 bags of cement,
46 bags of rice and 51 paper
boxes of narcotic drugs. They
were loaded at Mottama port
in Shwepyitha. After arrival
at Sittwe, our motorboat was
anchored amid the water, and
members of AA came to fetch
the goods on motorboats and
small-engine boats. The narcotic

drugs and goods were owned
by AA. It took five days (four
nights) to eruise from Yangon
to Sittwe.

Confessions of Soe Tun, in
the rank of second lieutenant,
of the AA group, who trans-
ported narcotic drugs to Ban-
gladesh

Iam an AA member.

Private number is AA 0178.

The officer number is AC
0304.

I'am Soe Tun and I'm in the
rank of second lieutenant.

1 joined the course of AA in
2012. 1 started the course in
August and completed in October:
In January 2015, after being
promoted tothe rankof sergeant,
Thar Thar (a) Wai Thar Tun ,
whowas in the rank of a colonel,
called the AA headquarters and
told us that we had to do drug
trafficking in Mandalay. So we
came to Mandalay from the AA
Laizabase to do drug trafficking.
One day or two after [ arrived,
apersonnamed Kyaw Min Htay
from the AA group came to me.
After being there, about three
or five months later, drugs
arrived there with 12-wheeler
trucks. We opened the narcotic
drugs carried by the trucks,
took pictures and then we show-
ed it to in the rank of Colonel

Wai Thar Tun via We Chat. After
we showed it, we had to check
it again there. The drugs came
to us by 12-wheeler trucks.
Sometimes they were carried
by cars like oil tankers and
4-wheel cars. During 2015 and
2016, we received the drugs
once a month or once in two
months. We had first received
20 sacks of drug and kept them
inthewarehouse. At the instruct-
ion of in the rank of Colonel Wai
Thar Tun, we had to send the
drugs to MyaukU, Kyauktaw
and Sittway in Rakhine State
by trucks. After [ was promoted
to the rank of second lieutenant
in 2019, I went to northern
Rakhine State in around 2020
at the request of Thar Thar (a)
in the rank of Colonel Wai Tha
Tun, and when I arrived in the
north of Moungtaw, AA group
planned for me to stay there.
Then I had to work together
with Ko Aung Gyi, Ko Naing
Shay and Ko Pu. There, I had
to send drugs and motorbikes
to the Bangladesh border by
motorbikes. Andsowe reached
the border. We sent them to
Bangladesh border about five
times. About 20 to 30 were sent
once. In our words, we called
one box, two boxes and ete...
Ten rods are called a box. We
used to send 20 rods or 30 rods
once. When we reached the bor-
der, the brokers from Bangla-
desh picked them up. When I
lived in Maungtaw, Rakhine
State, I used to send narcotic
drugs to Bangladesh for about
ayear. Around November, Thar
Thar (alias) Wai Thar Tun who
was in the rank of colonel in
AA group said that I must do
drug trafficking in Yangon.
Arriving in Yangon, I stayed
with lieutenant Tun Lin and
second Lieutenant Naw Naw in
a warehouse in Kanaung Min-

thagyi street, Zone -1.

On 23" November 2023, Se-
cond Lieutenant Naw Naw
went by taxi and took the ICE—
three bags contain one kilo
(20) packets and one bag
contains 15 packets totalling
75 packets. When they arrived
at the warehouse, Naw Naw,
Lieutenant Tun Lin and I packed
them with paper. On 25'" Nove-
mber, Naw Naw left me at a tea
shop at the Pearl Street inter-
section. He took the drugs in
another car and dropped them
at that warehouse. After that,
he picked me up by car. When
I arrived at the warehouse,
Second Lieutenant Naw Naw,
Lieutenant Tun Lin and I packed
and the with 600 bags, one-kilo
20 packets and stored them in
the warehouse.

The car that brought the drug
called Second Lieutenant Naw
Naw. Since the drugs had
already arrived, we went to pick
it up with the ALPHARD car.
At first, he arranged to meet
at Pearl intersection, but later
he arranged to meet at 14th
Street intersection, so we went.
They asked for the type and
number of the car, and in the
rank of Second Lt. Naw Naw
said the type and number of
the car. At the 14" street inter-
section, one person waved and
made our car stop. As soon as
I gotoutofthe car, Iwas arrested
The person who is the main
leader of this drug business is
in the rank of colonel Thar
Thar(a) Wai Thar Tun, who is
in charge of economic affairs
of AA group. It is not possible
in the rank of Major General
Tun Myat Naing doesn't know
that we are doing drug smuggl-
ing. He has known that. We
have done it. But I regret it. 1
had to do as instructed. Infaet,
we don't want to do it.

Mingin Township completes cultivation of
more than 4,000 acres of vegetables

Mingin February 6

More than 4,000 acres of
vegetables have been culti-
vated 1n Mingin Township
of Sagaing Region, accord-
ing to the statistics of Min-
gin Township Agriculture
Department.

In 2023-24 financial
vear, the township set a
plan for cultivation of 3,902
acres of vegetables but lo-

cal farmers have cultivated

4 375 acres.

Head of Mingin Town-
ship Agriculture Department
Daw Hay Man Kyaw Win
said, “Local farmers have
cultivated more than 4,000
acres of vegetables against
the target of over 3,000 acres
this year. We have a plan
to increase sown acreage
of wvegetable year by year
We provide agricultural

techniques to local farmers

for growing healthy crops.
Local farmers focus on cul-
tivation of mustard, chilli,
cardamom , potato, cabbage,
eggplant, cauliflower and
others”

Starting from October
2022, local farmers have
grown 3,902 acres of crops
in Mingin Township.

This year, Township
Agriculture Department

provides agricultural tech-

niques to local farmers for
expansion of sown acreage
of vegetables, growing of
healthy crops and system-
atic use of natural fertilizers
and pesticides.

In 2023-24 monsoon,
Mingin Township ear-
marked 2,933 acres of veg-

etables but grew 3,028 acres

from May to September |
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