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Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
cordially meets officials of registered political parties

| ¥

hSeniurlG en er al Viin ungJHliu'n games-'l:.u ‘Hc alp arties”
Nay Pyi Taw February 13
Chairman of State Adminis-

tration Council Prime Minister

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
cordially met officials of registered
political parties at the parlour
of Bayintnaung Villa here this
afterncon.

Also present were SAC Vice
Chairman Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Sentor General Soe Win,
Joint SAC Secretary Lt-Gen Ye
Win COo, SAC members Admiral
Tin Aung San and Lt-Gen Yar
Pyae, Union Election Commission
Chair T Ko Ko, union ministers
U Ko Ko Hlaing, Lt-Gen Tun Tun
Maung and Dr Thida Oo, Anti-
Corruption Commission Chair U
Sit Aye, legal adwisers, commis-
sion members, and chairs, vice
chairs and officials of 42 registered
parties.

During the course of discus-
sions, the Senior General said after
ameeting with political parties in
the first week of January, the Politi-
cal Parties’ Eegistration Law was
amended to facilitate their func-
tions. Necessary legal amendments
in connection with the by-elections
were promulgated Although the
State will fulfill the needs of po-
litical parties to the most possible
degree, they should also make
efforts by themselves. Tatmadaw
has already assured to facilitate
and strengthen the course of
multiparty democracy. In the
multiparty democracy system,
parties must take part in party
politics as well as in the task of
serving the nation’s affairs.

There are parties that represent
an ethnic race, region or the entire

nation. They need to be strong

and must install democracy within
themselves. The government does
not wish to see any party become
weak and deteriorated due to the
absence of a leader or any dis-
solution of a party due to various
reasons. They must be strong.
Hence, they should strengthen
themselves and should win strong
support from their members They
should have the characteristics of
admirable structure and unity.

Asregards the structure, neces-
sary amendments have been made
for the parties to work in accord
with the law. Moreover, a work-
able political and securnity situation
must be maintained for them In
some townships, parties may find
it hard to conduct any political
activity due to safety reasons, but
they should always keep in touch
with the people 1n all possible
places. They should accelerate their
activities 1n the towns where they
have branches or planned to open
branches. The work of organizing
the people to accept their poli-
cies and join them 1s called party
politics, and from there they must
serve the nation’s affairs Party
interest always comes after the
national cause When it comes
to the nation and the party the
former’s interest must be prior-
itized as it is the most important
thing. Hence, they must nurture the
practice of taking into account the
national cause in serving their own
interest. As regards the country’s
current political situation, there are
three points for the parties.

A5 the drive for national eco-
nomic progress 1s a national con-
cern, parties should play their role
in developing the national economy.

According to the 2019 inter-censal
survey, the nation has a population
of 56 million, and of them 48.2%
15 engaged in farming and forest
sectors, 14.7% 1n handicraft and
related industries, 10.4% 1n ser-
vices and trade sector, and 11.6%
are laborers. Hence, 84 9% of the
country’s population 1s involved in
the said four sectors. Members of
the parties must play their role in
developing and strengthening the
four sectors in conducting party
politics. They must strivewith the
conviction that the development
of the national economy based on
the farming sector is the national
cause.

Eegarding education, there are
still many weaknessesin the coun-
try. Therefore, to be able to build
a future country with educated
human resources, the parties need
to work hard. At the present tume,
due to the actions of terronsts, the
education of many school-aged
children in some areas 15 being
affected. If there are weaknesses
1n education, 1t can cause danger
for the future of the country There
will be gaps in way of thinking,
wvision and discipline Therefore,
the political parties should try to
improve children's education 1n a
good way. They need to provide
guidance In engaging in national
affairs, they need to participate
in the role of economic and
educational promotion.

Regarding stability and peace,
since the independence of the
country, there have been internal
armed conflicts until now In the
peace 1ssue, we will only stand
based on the Constitution (2008}
and the Nationwide Ceasefire

Apgreement (IMCA) Im a multi-
party democratic system, there
will be differences of epinion,
but the demands cannot be
made with armed violence and
must be made only by law. The
Tatmadaw will not accept such
demands through armed struggle
without political means. Eegarding
the amendment of the constitu-
tion, the Tatmadaw has already
agreed, and the laws that should be
amended will be amended through
the parliament. If the law cannot be
promulgated before the parliament,
the Union may 1ssue decrees and
directives that are in effect as laws
and act for the regions and states
If this is done, the regions and
states will have more confidence in
the federal system. In the sectors
allowed by the constitution, there
are laws enacted and they can be
implemented by regions and states.
But, without doing so, some places
are facing difficulties.

The focus 15 on stability and
peace to ensure a free and fair
multi-party democratic election
For security, stability and peace,
the People’s Military Service Law
was put into effect. In particular,
the law was already enacted to
protect the Three Main National
Causes. Eegarding this law, there
will be care and consideration,
and the country needs to not be
burdened. Only a decent number
of people within the specified age
range will have to serve. It will be
done through aflexible approach.

In addition, the decree on the
enforcement of the Feserve Force
Law will be issued today. This
action was taken due to the in-

creasing number of ex-servicemen

requesting to return to serve in the
country's defense force. It doesnot
mean that all ex-servicemen will
be called back, but only those who
deserve to be called will be called

back for duty. By implementing

these two laws, the defense force
will increase. To do that, the
country's economic driving force
needs to be good. If the economic
drive 1s good, then the political and
defence forces will also improve.

When it comes to peace and
stability of the State, we will
continue to do what we should
do step by step. Through this, we
will continue to ensure the suc-
cess of the roadmap, and the fifth
point of the roadmap, which 1s
the successful completion of the
general election, which requires
the participation of the ruling
government alone, but the politi-
cal parties and all the citizens of
the country. The people who will
represent the country must be se-
lected only by the political parties,
which is why this meeting with the
political parties was called So,
they are invited to discuss and sug-
gest what 1s needed for the benefit
of their regions and the country,
the Sentor General said.

Then, the chairpersons, vice
chairpersons and officials of the
political parties which have al-
ready been registered openly dis-
cussed the needs of their parties,
the suggestions for the good of the
country, their activities being made
under the guidelines established by
the State Admimistration Council,
the terms and conditions under the
supervision of the Union Election
Commission, the opening of party
offices following the amended
party registration law, concerted
efforts for State peace and stabil-
1ty, the need for and support for the
military service law enforcement,
measures that should be taken for
national security, measures that
should be carried out in order to
hold an election, and their par-
ticipation 1n the country’s social,
economic and other sectors

After that, Chairman of the
Union Election Commission T
Ko Ko clarified and discussed the
issues related to the registration of
parties and the presentations of the
parties and discussed conditions
under which a free and fair elec-
tion 15 being held Union Minister
of Legal Affairs Dr Thidar Oo on

legal 1ssues and See Page 13
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More than 9,000 acres of summer paddy
grown in Katha Township

Katha February 13
The statistics of Katha
Township Agriculture De-

partment stated that the
township completed culti-
vation of more than 9,000

acres of summer paddy.

Local farmers started
cultivation of summer paddy
on 11,419 acres of farm-
lands in Katha Township
in 2023-24 financial year
starting from January 2024,
and so far, they have grown

9.893 acres of summer
paddy.

“This year, the town-
ship earmarked cultivation
of more than 10,000 acres
of summer paddy, more
than 9,000 acres of which

have been cultivated so far
Efforts are being made to
meet the target cultivation of
summer paddy Local farm-
ers expand sown acreage
of summer paddy year by
vear,” said Head of Town-
ship Agriculture Department
T Ko Lay.

In 2022-23 FY, local
farmers cultivated 11,082
acres of summer paddy
from February to Apnl 2023
against the target of 11,413
acres.

In 2023-24 FY, the town-
ship grew 38,494 acres of

{ monsoon paddy from June

to September 2023 against
the target of 38,500 acres.
Staff members of the
department provides agri-
cultural techniques, natural
fertilizers and pesticides to
local farmers.
206

Pwintbyu Township harvests more than
2,000 acres of malt crop

target cultivation. Staff of maltfetches K400-K500 per the year for their livelihoods.

Pwintbyu February 13

The Agriculture Depart-
ment of Pwintbyun Town-
ship stated that local farm-
ers have harvested 2,100
acres of malt as cold season
this year

They have so farm har-
vested 2,100 acres of malt
of 3,050 acres cultivated
starting from MNevember
2023, against the target of
3,048 acres.

“The township grew
3.050 acres of malt ex-

ceeding two acres of the

the Township Agriculture
Department provided ag-
ricultural techniques and
quality strains of crops to
local farmers 1n addition to
ways to be free from pests,”
satd Head of Township Ag-
riculture Department Daw
Moe Moe Wai.

She added, “Local farm-
ers started harvesting of
crops in the second week
of December 2023, The
crops yield 15,000 pieces
of malt per acre. This year,

piece.”
Local farmers cultivate

maize, corns and malt round

-

Moreover, the stalks of crops
can be sold as feedstuffs.
Ye Win Naing (NyaunglU)

- 1 '\_I. "

From Page 12

Minister 1 for Office of the Chairman of State Administra-
tion Council U Ko Ko Hlaing on the matter of the militia
service law and the reserve force law and foreign policy
1ssues and party political issues and, T Sit Aye, Chairman
of the Anti-Corruption Commission, also discussed the
legal issues related to corruption.

MNext, the Prime Minister said that the political parties
had fully presented, political parties participatein parlia-
ments for legislative purpose as the party leaders have
to work for legislation, and said that they need to un-
derstand the law better and civil servants can vote for the
party they like, but they need to be free from party politics.

The unity of the party and the partiesis also impor-
tant. Now that only the approved parties are officially
authorized political leading parties. Therefore, itisnec-
essary to accept and follow the Three National Causes
and cannot do any harmful things. We need to carry out
these three national causes as a national responsibility.

The nation’s strength lies within. Therefore, efforts
arebeing made to stand on their own feet. Political parties
are also included in order to develop domestic strength.
They gave m any opinions about the military service law.
For this, people must be educated to strengthen their
knowledge and it i5 necessary to give time to produce peo-
ple who have strong knowledge and love for their country.

The current situation is caused by the instigation of the me-
dia. All the people need to have the spirit of union. If there
is a spirit of union, we will pay attention to these three main
national causes. Due to incitement and lack of awareness,
the spirit of the union isbeing damaged. Therefore, the spint
of union must be built with the strength of unity Itisnecessary
not to take actions that will harm the spirit of union.

According to the laws enacted for the parties, it is
necessary to act according to the specifications established
by the Union Election Commission. All activities must be
carried out according to the law and regulations. If you do
it with a good mind, you will get good results, and if you
do it with a bad mind, you will get bad results. We want
the parties who have to actin the legislative branch to take
serious action. Arrangements for union ministers concerned

will also be made te meet and discuss with officials. The

{ | present time 1s a period of preparation for the next free and

100

fair election.

Locals in Pinlebu Township
sow more than 2,000 acres of
winter peanuts

Pinlebu February 13

IMore than 2,000 acres
of winter peanuts have been
planted in Pinlebu Town-
ship, Kawlin District, Sa-
gaing Fegion, according to
statistics from Department
of Agriculture for Kawlin
District.

During the winter
planting season of 2023-

2024, 2,155 acres of win-

ter peanuts are planned
to be planted in Pinlebu
Township and till date,
2,054 acres have been
planted.

“We are working to
expand the cultivation of
winter peanuts. Peanut cul-
tivation 1s mostly done in
the winter rather than in the
rainy season," said U Win

Thein, head of Department

of Agriculture for Kawlin
District.

During the last winter
crop planting season of
20222023, 2,155 acres of
winter peanuts were plant-
ed 1n Pinlebu Township
from October to December
2022 In addition, during
the rainy season of 2023-
2024, 50 acres of rain-fed

peanuts were earmarked

to plant 1n Pinlebu Town-
ship and 17 acres were
planted between June and
September. Staff from the
township's Department of
Agriculture are carrying
out field inspections and
scouting records in order
to ensure that there are
no pests, diseases, and

weeds.
206

tor Eliminationtofi
Violen'ce

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and FPDF terrornst
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and
members of the general public, as well as looting
and robbing.

2 Mot encouraging, supporting, or assisting “ CRPH",
“NUG”, and “PDF" terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the
general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.
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