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Esteemed ethnic national brethren in Chin State,

Today is the 76% Anniversary of Chin State Day which
falls on 20 February 2024, On that significant occasion, I
make the best wishes for Chin ethnic people in Myanmar and
all over the world and all ethnic people to have auspiciousness
and well-being.

All ethnic people of the Union including Chin ethnicities
have been living in Myanmarin unison as asingle family through
thick and thin shanng a same fortune for many years and pres-
tigeously standing tall in the international community. Forging
the Union spint, they couldregain independence which lost for
Varous reasons.

Chin ethnic leaders Bo Khar Kam, Bo Con Bik, Bo Larl
Lwel and Bo Thaung Ling who fought against British colo-
nialists, U Hlur Hmong, U Theng Za Khup, Thin Pyanchi
U Thaung Cin Thang and U Kio Mang, and Independence
Mawgun (First Class) award winner Thadoe Maha Sithu U
Vammatumong who participated in the independence strug-
gle, Lt-Col Hrang Thio and Captain Thura Aung San Thuria
Taik Chun who assaulted internal insurgencies 1n the post-
independence era were China ethnic patriotic heroes who are
henorable for the State and Tatmadaw forever for their sacnifice
of life, blood and sweat in order to ensure perpetuation of the
State and the Union as well as sovereignty.

The day of 20 February designated as Chin National Day
was ahistorical day when Chin ethnic leaders and Chin ethnic
people drove out British colonialist administrative officials in
Kanpetlet Moreover, the day when arally revoked the feudal
administrative system and imitiated the regional democratic
administratve system in Falam 1in 1948 was also 20 Febru-
ary.

It 1s a signifi cant day for Chin ethnic people together with
all ethnic national brethren of the Union to launch the fighting
against colonialists, battles for independence, revocation of
feudalism, solidanty between all ethnic people from hilly and
plain regions, and change of administrative mechanism from
station head administration to the democratic administration
system through the national unity and the Union spint.

At present, violence and unrests, violtion of rule of law,
and restrictive acts to disintegration of the nation occunng in
all parts of the nation mcluding in some areas of Chin State are
very dangerous for the State. Everybody needs to notice that
armed attacks against each other in disunity, wrong attitudes,
selfishness can cause collapse of all and lose sovereinty. The
Union spiritis only aneed for avording such occurrence.

Everybody needs to notice and prevent instigations and
narrow-minded conceptto cause hate among all commaitted by
internal and external destructive elements which are crushing
down the centurylasting attachm ent and fraternity among na-
tional brethren of the Union. Itis necessary to review night and
wrong things by considenng the cause and effect and wrongs
and rights based on constructive and destructive measures.

The State Administratton Council 1s implementing two

The message sent by Chairman of the State Administration
Council Prime Minister of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing to the ceremony
to mark the 76™ Anniversary of Chin State Day

20 February 2024

political visions: strengthening the genuine, disciplined multi-
party democratic system and building a Union based on demo-
cratic and federal system and two national visions: ensuring
prospernty of the nation and food secunty In order to achieve
successin these visions, the governmentis implementing nine
objectives and five-point roadmap. The primary ambition of
the State Administration Council 15 to hand over the State
responsibilities to the elected government after holding a free
and fair multiparty democratic general election in accord with
the aspiration of the people on completion of the measures
taken in the State of Emergency. As such, it 15 necessary to
implement the plan for the State to be peaceful and stable and
return to the normalcy.

If the country 1s peaceful and stable, all ethnic people
will enjoy peace and prospenty with improvement of so-
cioeconomic life. So, their offspring will have to peacefully
learn education In building the Union based on modern,
developed democratic and federal system, all ethnic people
must have capacities of knowledge, technology, personality
and critical thinking,

However, 1t 1s obvious that ethnic people in remote areas
and rural areas are facing low grade of education and lack of
learning due to language barriers, weakness in encouraging
educaiton and other challenges. At present, armed terrorism,
destructions and threats in some parts of the nation including
Chin State hinder to opeming the schools for ethnic students
facing much loss.

Education plays a key role in shaping the future of the
country. Everybody needs to prevent the attempts of hinder-
ing to leamning education for degrading with destructive acts.
I would like to urge all that at a ime when the government
15 implementing the comprehensive education sector for
emergence of the new generation youths with five capacities
of strength 1n order to catch up the developing era, to uplift
education qualification and to maintain national characters,
50, ethnic people have to cooperate with the government in
aforesaid measures.

Currently, the government 15 tmplementing socioeco-
nomic development tasks including education, health, com-
munications and electricity sectors under the relevant plans
in order to improve human resources of Chin State. With
regardto education sector, new basic education schools were
opened and some schools upgraded and educational build-
ings were repatred with establishment of new technical and
vocational education schools and appointment of teachers
for relevant subjects Assistant teachers and ethnic language
teachers were appointed in ethnic areas. The government
15 implementing the KG+9 scheme of the comprehensive
education system If efforts will be made for increasing the
learning rate of students in basic education sector and rais-
ing the rate of learming grades and development of human
resources in Chin State, 1t 15 sure that Chin State will be a
developed state 1n all sectors.

In the health sector, efforts are being made to open new
hospitals and dispensaries with appointment of medical doc-
tors 1n order to provice healthcare services to the people.
Moreover, highways and interal state roads are built in Chin
State to have smooth transport and communication with the
mainland. Moreover, Kaladan Multi-model Transit Transport
Projectis being impemented for enabling the people to make
trips to overseas countnies from Chin State along the waterway
in addition to construciton of the port in Paletwa.

Inthe electnc power sector, efforts are being made to electnfy
the peoplen all parts of Chin State through national gnd. More-
aver,local people need to systematically carry out development
of micro-, small- and medium-sized enterpnises based on do-
mestic products and agnculture andlivestock farming tasks for
improvement of their socioeconomic life

Dueto cyclone Mochawhich entered Myanmar on 14 May
2023, some townships of Chin State faced loss and damange.
The government made arrangements to mitigate loss and waste
in the areas where the storm crossed. Moreover, foods were
stored 1n advance for local people, and storm wamings and
directives were released for relevant areas where the storm
might cross As such, although the storm was extremely severe,
it left least loss and damage.

In the aftermath of the storm, the government has been
leading rescue, relief and rehabilitation measures with mo-
mentum with public participation under the close supervsion
of Tatmadaw and Chin State government through contribution
of local and foreign well-wishers, and dunng the atwo-month
period, the state has returned into normalcy. All stnved for
possessing a better situation they anticipated The government
provided 1,002 02 million for maintenance, emergency re-
sponse, rehabilitation and reconstruction tasks in Mocha-hit
areas of Chin State. It showed family spint, genuine patriotic
spirit and Union spint to national brethren of Chin State and
Chin ethnicities.

Moreover, the government formed Tiddim and Paletwa
districts in Chin State in order to ensure smooth process
of carrying out regional development and administrative
measures. I request the entire ethnic people including all
Chin ethnics to join hands with the government to forge
peace and stability and cease armed conflicts for develo-
pent of the nation as peace and stability and rule of law
15 of great importance for development of the nation and
nation-building tasks

I send this message in honour of the 76 Anniversary of
Chin State Day with my best wishes for Chin ethnics to have
capacity for serving the interests of Chin State and the Union
based on Union spint andnational spint andfor enjoying peace
and prospenty forever

Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing
Prime Minister

Chairman, State Administration Council

—

and property of the general public.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

- Declanng themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CEPH, WUG and PDF terronst groups are lawlessly klling Buddhist monks, ciwil servants including schoolteachers, and
members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2 Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CEPH", "NUG", and “FDF” terronsts, who are intimidating and kalling people and committing destructive activities, 1s to protect the lives

3. Giving information secretly to the authonties on terrornists and on possession and transport of weapons/fammunition 1s tantam ount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.
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SAC Vice Chairman Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe Win addresses Illegal Trade Eradica-

TR

: _ﬁé;jlin_r___Gmeral Soe Win addre_sg‘ssﬁ[_lle'gal TradeEra'u_llii:

Nay Pyi Taw February 19

Anti-llegal Trade Steer-
ing Committee held 1ts
work coordination meeting
(1/2024) at the Ministry of
Commerce here this after-
noon, addressed by Chairman
of the steering committee
Vice Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior
General Soe Win.

Also present were union
ministers Lt-Gen Yar Pyae,
U Win Shein and U Tun Ohn,
deputy ministers, Nay Pyi
Taw Council member, the
Eevenue Appellate Tribunal
chair, permanent secretaries,
directors general, association
chairs, and officials. Chairs
of region/state anti-illegal
trade special teams attended
the meeting through video
conferencing.

In his speech, the Vice-
Senior General quoted the
discussions of Chairman of
State Administration Coun-
cil Prime Minister Sentor
General Min Aung Hlaing
at the meeting 1/2024 Re-
public of Union of Myanmar
Security, Peace and Stability
and Rule of Law Commuittee
held on 26 January 2024, as
saying, “As regards, 1llegal
trade, there are illegal acts
conducted against the law by
certain businesspersons out
of greediness for self-interest.
The 1ssue should be taken
inte account from the busi-
ness, economic and security
point of view It may even
harm the national securnty as
illegal trade can create finan-
cial sources for armed terror-
ists. Hence, effective means
should be applied to expose
illegal trade and take severe

actions against the 1llegal
traders”

The Vice-Senior General
then satd the according to the
report of the Transnational
Alliance to Combat Illicit
Trade-TEACIT, illegal trade
15 significantly harming the
success in realizing the Sus-
tainable Development Goals,
and especially, it may cause
loss and damages to legal
businesses, revenues from
investments for the govern-
ment’s important public ser-
vices, thousands of legal job
opportunities, and ecosystem
and lives and property.

The report also said that
approximately, the extent of
damage cansed to legal trade
extension by illicit trade 1s
between 8% and 15% of the
global GDP; that reinvest-
ment of the profits in bil-
lions of TS dollars from the
illicit trade in other illegal
businesses may worsen the
economic instability of hu-
man societies; that at worse,
1t may bring forth financial
support for terrorism thatis a
global threat

Illegal trade has direct
andindirectnegative impacts.
Direct negative impacts are:
destruction of production ca-
pacities and profits of a large
number of business sectors,
decrease 1n annual economic
income, impact on economic
development, decrease 1n
production, sales and nputs
of legal businesses due to
unfair competition from illicit
businesses, rmning job crea-
tion and tax-paying ability
of legal businesses, adverse
effects in developing coun-
tries caused by a decrease in
public sector investment due

L
! L1 =
ation Steering C

R

toadropin government’s rev-
enue income, increase 1n the
number of ciminal gangs in
connection with illegal trade.

Indirect negative impacts
include depletion of fish re-
sources caused by illegal
fishing, posing a threat to
business and job oppertuni-
ties of the people relying on
the said sources for their liv-
ing, forced labour imposed
by gangs on illegal trawlers,
destruction of forests and
wildlife ecosystem due ille-
gal logging and imber trade,
eventually threatening the
jobs of the tourism sector,
economic losses and rapid
environmental degradation
in the long run due to use of
counterfeit pesticides.

It can be seen that entre-
preneurs who wish to carry
out trade with the interna-
tional community in accord-
ance with the law are not in
favour of illicit trade for its
impacts on product brands
and competitiveness. On
the other hand, consumers
wish to use high quality, safe
and genuine products and if
the market 15 flooded with
fake products due to tllicit
trade, consumer trust will be
undermined Smuggling ac-
counted for sixty percent of
illicit trade while about 30
percent of that 15 carmed out
by declaring lower prices than
actual ones. The remaining 10
percent1s smuggled products
that are hidden among prod-
uctslegally traded Damaging
consequences of illicit trade
include corruption, impacts
on entrepreneurs who con-
duct trade legally and enor-
mous losses of revenue for the
country. Therefore, everyone

A -

s I
m;ml_llltbeewnrk coor dination meeting (1/2024)’

15 urged again to combat 1l-
licit trade as a national duty
concertedly.

To reduce the global 1llicit
trade environment index of
the country, the Illegal Trade
Eradication Steening Com-
mittee was reconstituted and
the steering committee has
met 13 times so far includ-
ing today's meeting. A total
of 424 decisions were made
in the previous 12 meetings.
During the 24-month period
after the steering committee
was reconstituted, 10,395
cases of seizures worth MK
200422 bullion were made.

Eeviewing the last one-
year period from January
to December, 2023, most
illicit goods were seized at
international airports, per-
manent checkpoints, trading
zones, trading stations and
international terminals by the
customs department. Among
regions and states, most 1l-
legal goods were seized 1n
Mandalay Eegion, followed
by Tanintharyi and Kachin
State In terms of product cat-
egories, unlicensed vehicles
and those transporting 1llicit
goods made up the largest
number and they were fol-
lowed by raw materials and
those used for investment
purposes. In terms of se1zures,
the total value of seized goods
in 2023 increased by MME
7031 billion, compared with
that of 2022 However, 1t can
be seen thatillicit trade 15 stll
going on and thus it 1s evident
that staff who are assigned
at international airports and
ports, border trade stations
and permanent checkpoints
and illegal trade eradica-
tion special teams in regions

and states including the Nay
Pyi Taw Council Area are
required to monitor, inspect,
seized and take action against
illegal trade more strictly

As for the X-ray inspec-

| tion machine at Myaung Khar

Shey permanent checkpoint
of the customs department,
the plan to replace 1t with
a modern one has been ap-
proved by the SAC and the
Ministry of Planning and
Finance is required to invite
tenders in accordance with
rules and regulations and to
install it as soon as possible.
Similarly, as the freight per-
mission system and SOPs for
trains, inland water transport
vessels and coastal vessels
has been operated on a trial
basis for three months since
1 January, 2024, educative
tasks must be effectively
carried out during the trial
run. When the trnial run has
completed, inspection must
be effectively conducted in
accordance with the S0Ps
and action must be taken
against violations.

Moreover, SOPs for 1n-
spection of goods transported
by air have been launched on
a trial basis for three months
since 11 January, 2024 and 1t
15 necessary to make adjust-
ments by momtonng possible
wealknesses Inspections must
be conducted quickly without
incurring high costs for mu-
tual benefits In carrying out
illegal trade eradication tasks,
everyone 1s urged again to
make efforts with the aim of
applying ICT technoelogies for
inspection 1n addition to con-
ventional inspection methods.
Andasitwasleamnt that some
vehicles were passing through
inspection checkpoints and
security checkpoints by pay-
ing bribes and there were
compliance weaknesses with
rules and regulations in in-
specting containers at ports
that handle maritime trade,
chairmen of special teams,
0355 departmental in-charges
director general generals are
required to make inspection
tours to inspection check-
points, security checkpoints,
container ports under their
supervision monthly to pre-
vent bribing. As the issues
have been pointed out at
steering comimittee meetings
repeatedly, everyone is urged
to tackle them properly.

It 15 to work together
with civil servants, officials,
merchants and the people to

tion Steering Committee work coordination meeting (1/2024)

continuously strive to fight
againstillegal trade that caus-
es damages to international
development including the
country as a national duty.

On the other hand, in
order to improve foreign
exports and domestic produc-
tion to replace imports, 1t 15
necessary to provide support
for the long-term sustain-
ability of M SMMEs Therefore,
it 15 necessary to find more
effective methods and ways
to detect and prevent illegal
trade that threatens domestic
production.

Then, Secretary of the I1-
legal Trade Eradication Steer-
ing Committee Deputy Min-
ister for Commerce briefed on
the decisions of the Steering
Committee meeting (6/2023)
and measures being taken by
the Steering Committee

Afterwards, Director
General T Aung Thwin Oo,
head of the task force of the
steering committee, Director
General of Transport Planning
Department T Thint Mdyat
Thu, Director General of the
Customs Department U Thein
Swe, Director General of
Central Equipment Statistics
and Inspection Department
U Han Win Aung, Director
General of Trade Department
U Myint Thura , and Profes-
sor Dr. Khin Zaw, Director
General of Food and Drug
Administration, presented
the reports submaitted to the 1l-
legal trade steening committee
coordination meeting 1/2024.

MNext, Vice Chairman of
the Steenng Commaittee Un-
ron Minister Lt-Gen Yar Pyae,
Union Minister U Win Shein,
Union Minister U Tun Chn
and Deputy Minister Maj-
Gen Aung Lin Tun briefed on
illegal trade, narcotic drugsin
the regions and states includ-
ing Nay Pyi Taw Council,
controlled chemicals, ille-
gal vehicles, fuel oils, food,
medicines and cosmetics are
being taken in accordance
with the law.

Afterwards, those who at-
tended the meeting discussed
1ssues related to the fight
against illegal trade accord-
ing to the relevant sectors,
and the head of task force of
the steering committee read
out the resolution (draft)
of the steering committee
meeting 1/2024.

Later, the Vice-Senior
General made coordina-
tion on the reports and gave

100

concluding remarks.
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- South Korea’s military at a dual

crisis crossroads By Asia Times.
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