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Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
attends coordination meeting on development of

cotton cultivation, textile industries

N\

Senior,G eneral Min Aung Hlaﬁg addresses the coordination mee
L e & N R

Nay Pyi Taw March 7

A coordination meeting on
development of cotton cultivation
and textile industries was held at the
Office of the Chairman of the State
Administration Council in Nay Py
Taw at 2 pm today and Chairman of
the State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing tock part in the
discussions.

Also present at the meeting
were Member Lt-Gen Nyo Saw
of the SAC, Union Minister for
Cooperatives and Eural Develop-
ment U Hla Moe, Tnion Minister
for Industry Dr Charlie Than, Un-
1on Minister for Commerce U Tun
Ohn, deputy ministers and director
generals.

First, the Senior General deliv-
ered aspeech, saying cotton cultiva-
tion and production was discussed
during the coordination meeting on
development of cotton, oil crops,

coffee, meat and dairy product sec-

torsin February Although cotton 13
cultivated in Myanmar, systematic
production of cotton has never been
carried out in the country. If about
700 wisses of cotton per acre can
be produced from 500,000 acres of
current cotton cultivation, a popu-
lation of 50 million can use about
30 vards of cloth by an individual
citizen. As imports of cloth from
other countries can be reduced 1f
fine cloth can be producedfrom cot-
ton raw materials being producedin
the country, participants are urged
to discuss the matter.

It 1s necessary to take meas-
ures to make standard spinning
machines available in the country
Cotton wool, Linter cotton (short
thread) and cotton seeds can be pro-
duced by ginning cotton. By doing
5o, job opportunities can be created.
By milling cotton seeds for oil, the
otl industry will be 1n operation and
job opportunities can be created

and animal feed can be produced

- |
ting.

from cotton seed pulp As textile
products can be manufactured from
cotton, weaving machines will be
in operation and cloth can be used
in the garment industry, further
job opportunities can be created.
There are many other benefits for
the country because textile imports
can be reduced.

It is necessary to contribute to
the economy of the country through
cultivation and production of cot-
ton and to manage the industry for
the long term by taking cultivation
methods, inputs and agricultural
water inte consideration. As cotton
can be stored and production pro-
cesses can be carnied out constantly,
job opportunities can be created
to reduce the unemployment rate.
Therefore, priority must be given
to boosting cotton yields by setting
targets.

Mecessary investments must be
invited for manufactunng textile

and fine cloth from cotton. As suf-

1

ficient cloth cannot be produced in
the country, it has to import cloth
and textiles annually. By manu-
facturing high quality textiles, the
garment industry will develop and
fulfill the needs of the country.
Therefore, participants are urged to
discuss requirements for boosting
cotton vields and manufacturing
high quality textiles from cotton
raw materials.

Union ministers, p articip ants
take part in discussions about
respective sectors

SAC Member Lt-Gen Nyo Saw,
union ministers and participants
reported to the Senior General
on cotton cultivation acreage and
yields, creation of job opportuni-
ties based on cotton raw materials
in the country, production capac-
1ty of state-owned and pnivate
cotton mills, shortages of cotton
ginning machines and ginning
processes, operating systems of

ginning machines and manufactur-

ing processes of textiles in other
countries, imports of cotton raw
materials from other countries and
exports of cotton wool to other
countries annually, manufactur-
ing textiles 1n domestic textile
factories based on kinds of cotton
producedin the country, operations
of state-owned cement factories and
measures taken for boesting cement
production.

Comments made on
requirements on reports
After hearing the reports, the

Sentor General attended to the
needs, saying it1snecessary to man-
ufacture required cotton ginning
machines domestically and meas-
ures must be taken to distribue cot-
ton wool in the domestic market and
to manufacture high quality textiles
in the country. For the development
of cotton cultivation, production
and textile industries, current cot-
ton plants must be replaced with
high quality grade-A cotton plants.
The country needs machines and
equipment to manufacture cloth and
textiles from cotton raw materials
produced 1n the country. Efforts
must be made to achieve success
phase by phase by adopting objec-
tives to manufacture fine cloth
It 15 necessary to invite private
entrepreneurs. In connection with
producing cement, all state-owned
and private cement factories are
required to take measures to keep
their operations runming constantly.
If cement factories can operate at
their full capacities, the country will
bein aposition to export cement to
other countries. Then, the Sentor
General sought required informa-
tion and discussed development of
cotton cultivation and production
and textile industries and boosting
cement production. The meeting
concluded at 5 30 pm.

100

of innocent people.

m o

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

PubliciNotice o Eliminationf oftViolence

1 Declarning themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CEPH, HUG and PDF terrornist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2 Mot encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH"”, "NUG", and “PDF" terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Teak Monastery, ancient Mekkhaya
city to become new destinations in
Mandalay Region

Manda]ay March 7

In order to increase num-
ber of travellers, ancient teak
monastery 1n the precinct
of Shwegyin Monastery in
Aungmyethazan Township
and ancient Makkhaya city
1in Singaing Township of
Mandalay Region will be
designated as tounst destina-

tions for attracting local and

foreign travellers, according
to Mandalay Eegion Direc-
torate of Hotels and Tourism.

U Min Maung Soe, dep-
uty director of Mandalay
Region Directorate of Ho-
satd that

a statue of Tha architect 1s

tels and Tourism,

kept at the Teak monastery.
So, local authorities will set

the monastery as a tourist

destination 1n cooperation
with That citizens. Such a
monastery was built by King
Mindon. Moreover, ancient
Malkkhaya city, with location
of ancient buildings earlier
than Konbaung era 1s being
preserved by the Department
of Archeology and National
Museum.

“Teak monastery was

: venient transport,

set as a destination with
inferming the That tounism
market about new destina-
tion. Such new destination
will attract Thai citizens. The
tourtst destination manage-
ment committee has been
formed at district level. The
destination will give facili-
ties to travellers with con-
accom-
modation and food supply
We will set Teak monastery
and ancient Makkhaya city as

. new destinations. Moreover,

: the row of Madhuca plants

atiracts a lot of travellers

* in Amarapura Township,”

he explained.

Seasonal festivals 1n
Bagan, PyinOoLwin and
Mandalay, traditional Thag-
yvan festival, Thadingyut
lighting festival, Tazaung-
dine festival, and Kyaukse
elephant dance in Manda-
lay Eegion are also attract-
ing travellers at home and
abroad 185

UK cuts

national

insurance contribu-
tions for workers
in spring budget

London March 7

The United Kingdom's
(UK) Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer Jeremy Hunt on
Wednesday announced in his
spring budget that MNational
Insurance contributions would
be cut for 27 million Bntish
workers.

From Apnl 6, employees'
MNational Insurance, a payroll
tax, will be cutfrom 10 percent
to 8 percent. Meanwhile, self-
employed national insurance
will be cut from 8 percentto 6
percent, said Huntwhen deliv-
ering this year's budget speech
in the House of Commons It
15 the last budget ahead of the
next general election.

"It means an additional 450
pounds (573 U5 dollars) a
year for the average employee,
or 350 pounds for someone
self-employed,” said Hunt.

The move came after a
two-percentage-point cut for
national insurance from 12
percent to 10 percent 1n No-
vember 2023

The independent Office
for Budget Eesponsibility
(OBE) has estimated that the
combined national insurance
cuts will mean the equivalent
of 200,000 more people 1n
work -- filling one in five
vacancies and adding 0 4
percent to GDP per head.

Xinhua

Kyaiklat Township dispatches 82,000 viss
of rohu fish to Yangon market in February

Kyaiklat March 7

Daw Ei Ei1 Aye, owner
of marine product depot 1n
Kyaiklat, said that a total
of B2.000 viss of rohu fish
was sent to Yangon Market

from Kyaiklat Township of

Ayevawady FEegion to Yan- B

gon in February.

Local businesspersons
sent 55,000 viss of rohu fish
to Yangon, less than 82,000
viss in February

“Local fishermen and

businesspersons sent rohu

fish to Yangon market in

February, exceeding the

volume 1n January But,

remarkable prices did not
rise. They send stocks by
cargo trucks on road They
also dispatch other goods to
Yangon market,” she added.
Businesspersons man-
age sorting and processing
fishery products bought
from local fishermen and
then send these goods to
Yangon market. Currently,
rohu fish fetches K850,000

per 100 viss.
EKyaw Kyaw Lin

Sagaing Township farmers plant
2,020 acres of soybeans for the season

Sagaing March 7

A total of 2,020 acres of
soybeans have been plant-
ed in Sagaing Township,
Sagaing District, Sagaing
Fegion during this year's
winter crop planting sea-
son, according to the sta-
tistics of the Department
of Agriculture for Sagaing
Township.

MNow, during the 2023-
2024 winter planting sea-
son, 2,030 acres of soy-
beans have been earmarked
to be planted 1n Sagaing
Township. Since October
2023, 2,020 acres have
beenplanted.

"We are working to en-
sure that the targeted acres

can be planted We are also

providing education to pre-
We
have also encouraged farm-

vent pest infestation

ersto getthe necessary seeds
and know about them "
U Zaw Oo, Head of the De-
partment of Agriculture for

said

sagaing Township.
During the 2022-2023
winter crop planting season,

2,030 acres soybeans were

planted 1n Sagaing Town-
ship from October 2022 to
December 2022

More than 2.6 million
acres of beans and puls-

es, over 2.3 million acres

g Bk

of oil crops and over
million acres of rice are
planted 1n Sagaing Region
EVELY year

206

Africa Energy
Indaba highlights
prospects of South

Africa-China energy
cooperation

Cape Town March 7

The ongoing Africa En-
ergy Indaba 2024 1n Cape
Town, the legislative capital
of South Africa, shed light
on the prospects for energy
cooperation between South
Africaand China, with South
African Mineral Eesources
and Energy Minister Gwede
Mantashe emphasizing the
positive relationship between
the two countries.

Held under the theme
"African Energy Transition-
ing from Aspiration to Action
-- Delivering a Sustainable
and Prosperous Future," the
16th edition of the Indaba
aims to explore ways to ad-
vance Africa's renewable

energy development.

The event showcases a
range of energy technologies,
innovations, and solutions
that are shaping the energy
landscape and eradicating
energy poverty onthe African
continent.

When asked by Xinhua
about South Africa-China
energy cooperation at a press
briefing on Tuesday, Man-
tashe said Chinais South Af-
rica's largest trading partner
and the two countries have a
positive relationship.

MNoting that both China and
South Africa are members of
the BRICS group, he stressed
the importance of maintaining
and enhancing relations with
China and other countries
within the framework. Xinhuva
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Russia Increases Loitering
Munition Deployment in Ukraine
with New Scalpel Kamikaze
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Trilateral Grouping, Indian De-
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