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An opening address sent by Chairman of the State
Administration Council Prime Minister of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar Senior General Min Aung Hlaing to the

ceremony to mark the International Women’s Day 2024
8 March 2024

Senior. ;ﬂmmmma ung/Hlaing gives a{commemorative message about the

"Intern ation al (W is/D ay 024 —

Everybody, Mingalabar!

First and foremost, I extended my greet-
ings with best wishes for all distinguished
guests attending the ceremony to mark
the International Women's Day 2024 to
enjoy physical and mental pleasure with
all auspiciousness

Today, 8 March 15 designated as the
International Women’s Day honounng the
women worldwide Hence, global countries
celebrate the ceremony to mark the Inter-
national Women's Day for further empha-
sizing the rights and capacity of women
and deeply implementing development of
women with acceleration on ayearly basis

This year's theme for the International
Women's Day has been set as Invest in
Women: Accelerate Progress. In accord
with the theme, I would like to urge eve-
ryone to explore the best ways and means
for women and girls to have a greater
chance to participate in the economic sec-
tor, while also ensuning access to education
and health facilities, 1n order to eliminate
gender discrimination.

Currently, the theme of such significant
day motivates all global countries to notice
that although the international community
can enhance all sectors, the women are
considerably facing tremendous difficul-
ties to participate in the economic sectorin
equal term of men. On the other hand, the
theme spotlights that 1f women and girls

have equal rights with men 1n education,

health, job opportunities, financial services
and literacy, they will be sure to enjoy
gender equality.

It can be said that fulfilling the needs of
women and girls to enhance their capacity
and helping them strengthen capabilities
of studies, earning incomes and leader-
ship can be defined as good investments
for the future.

Since 2020, Covid-19 pandemaec,
geopolitical conflicts, natural disasters and
econemic instabilities have been pushing
more than 75 million global peopulation
into the poverty Eeportedly, if nebody
conducts necessary response to such a
situation, more than 342 million of women
and girls worldwide would lead under the
poverty line in 2030

Today’s majority of Myanmar females
are capable of shouldering with males not
only in families and societies but in all
measures including political, economic,
peaceful and societal development As
such, 1t 15 necessary to take the strength
of women to allow them to participate in
the necessary sectors in order to modernize
the country.

The literacy 15 playing a pivotal role1n
capacity enhancement of women. Accord-
ing to the surveys, women's literacy rate
worldwide scored 73.9 per cent in 2000,
compared with 827 per centin 2020. The
literacy rate of women in ASEAN region

accounted for 897 per cent 1n 2000 but

surged to 95 1 per cent1n 2023 In Myan-
mar, women's literacy rate reached 73 per
cent 1n 2000 but 85 per centin 2023

It 15 necessary to invest in education
sector for women residing not only 1n urban
but in rural areas and provide for girls and
women who missed chance to learn school
education to learn vocational courses in
order to stand tall in the community with
their livelihoods: If so, they will be capable
of independently operate own businesses
so as to develop women's economic sec-
tor starting from the manageable-scale
businesses.

According to the gender based job
opportunity survey worldwide (2023),
number of males who secured employment
scored 66 57 per cent 1n 2020 and female
43 02 per cent but number of males who
grasped employment reached 67 86 per
centin 2023 and female 43 82 per cent It
shows a gap between empleyment situa-
tions between male and female.

Assuch, the government1s implement-
ing the plans for development of micro-,
small- and medium-scale enterprises
(MSMEs) 1n which the majority of women
can participate with enhancement of neces-
sary skills. A the Social Secunty Law has
been enacted to establish nursery units
at factories and workplaces formed with
more than 100 female workers for enabling
women without any worries about family
affairs.

As technology 1s crucial 1n job oppor-
tunities and businesses at present, women
have to be capable of applying technology
in conformity with the modern era. Surveys
stated that a total of 27 per cent women
population of the global people are taking
part in the technology-applied workplaces
and 20 more per cent of women are taking
a leading role in the technelogical sec-
tor Although there 15 no data of women
who participate in the technolegy-prone
workplaces in Myanmar, female students
accounting for 48 per cent of all students
are attending technological umiversities
and universities of computer studies. Seo,
the government arranges equal terms of
rights for women to join the employment
opportunities concerning engineering,
technologies and computer sciences with-
out gender discrimination. It 15 necessary
to conduct the digital literacy courses for
women to be able to apply technology. At
present, the Department of Advanced Seci-
ence and Technology under the Ministry

of Science and Technology conducts the
human resource development courses and
technological enhancement courses. Re-
cruitment of trainees does not discriminate
gender, and 1f they are 1n conformity with
designated criteria, both male and female
can join the training courses Hence, 1t 15
necessary to arrange plans for women to
participate in the training courses.

Moreover, the second term (2023-
2032) of the national strategic plan for
development of women 15 being drafted for
enhancement of women's capacity in the
country, and when 1t has been approved,
relevant ministries and organizations
have to cooperate in implementation of
the plan

In accord with the statistics based on
the 2014 population and housing census
released on 1 October 2023, a total of
56.2 million poepulation of Myanmar
comprises 26 8 million population of men
and 29.4 million population of women
who accounts for more than 52 per cent
The Union report of 2019 interim census
mentioned 72.5 per cent of literacy rate of
people across the Union above 25 years
old at the middle school level consisting
of 73.6 per cent for women and 72.4 per
cent for men. The workable people scored
63 2 per cent nationwide, comprising 73.7
per cent of men and 52 7 per cent of men
The unemployment rate across the Union
hat 2.7 per cent, including 2.1 per cent of
men and 3 4 per cent of women Moreover,
the total population of the Union bears 61.5
per cent of emploved persons, comprising
741 per cent of men and 50 9 per cent of
women. The detail clarification will be
wider Such factors show it 1s necessary
te enhance the role of women Hence, we
have to make arrangements for women to
have greater chance to participate 1n the
political, economic, peaceful and societal
development undertakings with momentun
based on strength of women.

In conclusion, Iwould like to urge those
in pnivate sector, non-governmental organi-
zations, civil society organizations and en-
tire people to harmoniously cooperate with
the government 1n 1nvest in the women's
sector forits development in ordertoutilize
the capacity of women who are more than a
half strength of the Myanmar's population
and to have overall capacities 1n accord
with this year’s theme “Invest in women:
Lccelerate progress”

Thank you all.
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Foreign currency incomes exceed US$600 mil-
lion in export of more than 300 items of marine
products to 45 trade partners in 11 months

Nay Pyi Taw March 8
Myanmar exports more
than 300 items of marine
products to 45 trade partner
countries from April to Feb-
ruary in 2023-24 financial

year, carning more than
USS624 473 million, said U
Nyunt Win. director of De-
partment of Fisheries (Nay
Pvi Taw),

[n this regard, Myanmar

regularly exporis marine
products to Japan, Middle
Flast countries. Furopean
Union member countries,
Malaysia, Chinese Taipel,
and Australia. So. the My-

anmar Fisheries Department
and the Department ol Fish-
eries are closely cooperating
with cach other in increase
ol marine product export,

“During the 11 muonths
period m 2023-24 financial
vear, more than 435,000
tones ol marine products
were exported o foreign
market by air, ship and
border lands, and carned
more than US5624.474 mil-
lon. But, such meome de-
clined a 32Z-milhion drop
rather than that ol previ-
ous year.” smd U Nyunt
Win.

The relevant department
and exporters are m coop-
cration in order to meet the
demand ol individual coun-
tries not o decline export

volume. ASIT

Pyapon sends 85,000 baskets of
Thai Bay Kyar rice to Yangon
during February

Pyapon March §

Lp to 82000 baskets of

That Bay Kyar rice rom
Pvapon Township. Pvapon
Distreit, Avevawady Region
were sent o the Yangon
market in February, said
Daw Khaing Khaing Win, a
rice trading lair owner from
Maubin Township.

It is reported that only
S0.000 haskets of Thai Bay
Kyar rice were sent o the

Yangon market from Pyapon

Township to the Yangon
market in January.

“Most of the farming
products Irom Pyapon town
are sent 1o the Yangon mar-
keto Durimg Febroary, we
sold up o 85,000 haskets
of Thai Bay Kyar rice to

Yungon. The Thar Bay Kyur

rice type is a type ol rice tha
belongs 1o the Tow graded
rice group. This rice has
been sent hecause of the

high demuand from the Yan-

gon side. The current rice
price is also high,” she said.
As the rice trade has im-

proved, the life ol larmers,

truders, cargo workers, and
truck rental entreprencurs is
convenience.

kKL
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Tamu District harvests more than
40,000 acres of monsoon paddy

Tamu March §

The statistics ol Tamu
[Disiriet Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that local Firmers
have so far harvested 45,730
acres ol monsoon paddy in
Tamu District of Sagaing
Region.

Starting Irom October
2023, o total ol 48736 acres
ol monsoon paddy has been
harvested in the district in

2023-24 finameial year, secur-

ing 80.95 baskets per acre of

paddy.

“Local farmers have so
far harvested all monsoon
paddy with high per-acre
vield, Agricultural stall’ mem-
bers assist in focal farmers
in agricultural techniques,
prevention of pesticides and
loss ol crops, and keeping
harvested paddy under shel-
ter, said U 1Ha Myint, Head
of Distriet Agriculture De-
partment,

In the district, Myothit

lownship has harvested
12,861 acres of monsoon
paddy. Tamu Township
14807 acres and Khampat
21,068 acres, tatalling 48,736
acres,

In monsoon of 2023-24
FY. the district earmarked
cultivation of 49,472 acres
of monsoon paddy

I'he district cultivated
49,472 acres of mansoon
paddy from June 1o Seplem-

berin 2022-25 FY. Relevamt

township agriculture depari-
ments help local farmers
apply new agriculiural tech-
niques, grow quality straing
of paddy and use natural
fertilizers.

In 2022-23 FY. the dis-
trict earmarked cultivation
ol 87 acres of summer paddy
but local farmers planted
three acres of monsoon
paddy from February to
September,

Rublic;Notice

for El
Violence

1. Deelaring themselves to be “for the people™,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDFE terrorist
eroups are lawlessly Killing Buddhist monks.
civil servants including schooltcachers,

members of the general public, as well as looting

and robhing,

-

I

SWNUIGT, and “PDET terrorists, who are intinmidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

general public,

3. Giving information secre
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property ol innocent people,

mina

- Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting "CRPH™.

tly to the authoritics on ter-

njof:

and

Sudan voices com-
mitment to coordi-

nating with UN to
ensure aid delivery

Khartoum March 8

Sudan on Thursday
voiced commitment Lo con-
tinuimg coordination with the
United Nations (UN) to en-
sure the delivery ol humani-
tartan aid 1o those affected by
the ongoing war, said Sudan’s
Transitional Sovereign Coun-
cil i a statement.

The statement came al-
ter Sudan's Joint National
Committee for Humanitarian
Emergencies held a regular
meceting in Port Sudan, the
capital ¢ity ol the eastern Red
Sea State.

The meeting discussed
the implementation of the
decision related o opening
the western border crossing
with Chad, South Sudan
erossing vid Kosti eity, and
Ashkit and Argin border
crossings in northern Sudan,
the statement noted.

In addinon. the meetimg
stressed the need Lo ensure

206 that the aid entering Sudan

does not melude any things
that harm the Sudanese na-
tional security, the statement
said.

On Wednesday, the Suda-
nese covernment said 11 had
allowed the humanitarian aid
1o enter through new border
crossings. including one with
Chad,

According to the UN, hall
of Sudan's population -- some

25

million people -- need
humanitarian assistance and
protection, with nearly 18
million people facing acute
food insecurity.

Sudan has been witness-
ing deadly clashes between
the Sudanese Armed Forees
and the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forees since April
15, 2023, More than 13,000
people have been killed since
the hghting broke out, ac-
cording to recent estimates
released by the UN Office for
the Coordination of Humani-

tarian Allairs. Xinhua
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