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Commemorating the 77" Anniversary of
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Today, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) 15 proud
to celebrate the 7T Anniversary of its founding on 17 March
1947 a year before the country gained Independence on 4%
January 1948,

Although history of MOFA as an institution is only 77
years old, Myanmar’s diplomatic history can be traced back
to more than 2000 years ago in 2nd century BC Over 7
decades, M OFA has expandedin its strength at home and its
Missions abroad. Along with this growing strength, flounsh-
ing diplomatic relations and activities, enhanced capacity and
achievements of Myanmar Diplomats are also discernible.

Atits founding, the “Department of Foreign Service”
had total strength of 9; one official (Secretary) and eight rank-
ers under the leadership of Bo Gyoke Aung San. On 4% May
1948, the department was renamed as the “Foreign Office”
and the Secretary was also renamed as “Permanent Secre-
tary” The Ministry got its current name as the “Ministry
of Foreign Affairs” (MOFA) on 25 May 1967 Nowadays,
MOEFA is functioning with a total strength of more than a
thousand and two thirds of which serving at headquarter and
more than one third are serving at 51 Myanmar missions
across the world.

Over seven decades, the Ministry has been consistently
pursuing “Independent, Active and MNon-Aligned Foreign
Policy” and making remarkable contributions to the inter-
est of the people, the country and its beyond by fulfilling its
foreign policy objectives for Peace, Prosperity and Image
of the nation.

Under post-independence administrations, a historic
recognition to Myanmar as the contnibutor to global peace
was brought by the outstanding Myanm ar diplomat, U Thant
who played majorrole as the Secretary General of the United
Wations fortwo consecutive terms from 1961to 1971 1n dif-
fusing the Cuban Missile Crisis, terminating the civil war in
Congo, easing tensions between major powers. The country’s
image was significantly enhanced by the cutstanding My-
anmar Diplomat who is well respected globally until today.

Another significant joint imtiative of Myanmar has taken
together with China and India in June 1954 was “the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence™, which has now become
the basic norms for state-to-state relations. The principles
includes mutual respect for sovereignty and terntonal integ-
rity, muotual non-aggression, non-interference 1n each other's
internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful
coexistence. These principles ensure peaceful conduct of
mutual relations and their relations with other countries in
Asia and the world

Building on this joint initiative, BMOFA was able to set
another significant milestone demonstrating Myanmar’s
diplomatic leadership by co-organizing the Bandung Con-
ference (also known as Asian-African Conference) on Apnil
18-24, 1955 together with Indonesia, S Lanka, India and
Pakistan The Conference brought together the representa-
tives from 29 countries, which account for more than half of
global population. The Conference laid out Ten Principles

of Bandung which are the expansion of the Five Principles

of Peaceful Coexistence.

Myanmar played an active role in the founding of Non
Aligned Movement (NAM) 1n 1961 and continuing commit-
ment to WAM was made known by Myanmar at the Ministe-
rial Meeting of NAM on 17-18 January 2024 in Kampala,
Uganda ensuring to work more closely with its members for
greater peace, prospenty, justice, equality and development
of the developing countries and globally.

Under the administration of State Law and Order Resto-
ration Council and State Peace and Development Council,
MOFA was able to maneuver amidst the western sanctions
while bringing about secunty and economic development
ocufcomes.

The Ministry has been able to project the image of My-
anmar as an active contributor to international peace and
security by signing and promoting universal adherence to
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPHNW)
and Comprehensive Muclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTET) and
acceding to the Convention on Muclear Safety and the Con-
vention on the Physical Protection of Muclear Material 1n
19586 Particularly, Myanmar diplomats 1n Jakarta, Geneva
and New York frontlines are actively promoting the agenda
of disarmament, specifically nuclear disarmament adher-
ing to and promoting the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon
Free-Zone Treaty (SEANWFZ) And also, Myanmar has
been tabling a draft resolution on MNuclear Disarmament in
the First Committee with the support of the majority of UN
member states since 1995

Another remarkable step taken by MOFA was 1n joining
the Association of South East Asia Nations (ASEAN) in
1997 Sinceits joining to ASEAN, Myanmar has been part of
the success story of the regional integration in many aspects
of regional community. The 1ssues of comm on interests were
addressed while respecting the spaces and pace with which
each member1s comfortable.

When the country took a democratic turn since 2011,
MOFA contributed to regain diplomatic glory by hosting
the wisits of statesmen from Western capitals; Prime Minis-
ter David Cameron of United Kingdom, President Barack
Obama of United States, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
paid respective visitin 2012, 2013 and 2014.

MOFA was able to promote Conference Diplomacy host-
ing the World Economic Forum for Asian 2013, ASEAN
cummit and BIMSTEC Summaits in 2014, The lifting of
sanctions followed. Duning 2011 to 2015, the country's Of-
ficial Development Assistance (ODA) profile was tripled, 1ts
trade value, FDI and tounst arrival increased The very first
elected government of the country since 1960 built a firm
foundation for the country's external relations.

Under succeeding administration from 2016-2020,
greater diplomatic gains were made as the United States and
the European Union lift the economic sanctions imposed
on Myanmar for decades. The country was able to foster
better relations with world superpower the United States,
economically powerful Japan, and emerging power China.

Under the State Admimistration Council, MOFA tock a

vibrant approach by following the gumidance of the Chairman
of State Administration Council to abide by Section 41,
42(a) and (b) of the State Constitution to practice independ-
ent, active and non-aligned foreign policy aiming at world
peace and friendly relations with all nations and upholds the
principles of peaceful coexistence among nations and fulfill
its international commitments.

At this age when every nation is exposed to a more
complex and challenging domestic, regional and global cir-
cumstances, disruptive technologies, adversarial hazard of
information and secial media, Myanmar is not the exception.
Despite the challenges the country is facing domestically,
their repercussion in ASEAN and UN, MOFA has been try-
ing 1ts best to achieve 1ts foreign policy goals in promoting
the interests of its people and nation.

Promoting the interests of Myanmar nationals, particu-
larly those 1n abroad 15 one of the major tasks of MOFA,
and thus it gives careful attention on this matter. Since 2020,
MOFA has facilitated the safe return of 2075 Myanmar
nationals from Thailand and 26,716 frem China. MOFA
also made necessary arrangements with local authonties of
respective countries for the return of 146 Myanmar migrant
workers who faced difficulties due to employer-employee
1ssues 1n some Middle Eastern countries.

Similarly, MOFA facilitated the safe return of 52,823
foreign nationals (from 24 countries) who were illegally
living or trapped in Myanmar territory due several reasons
including falling victim to online job scam.

The resilience of MOFA and Myanmar Diplomats are
more telling 1n the face of the multi-dimensional challenges.
Particularly, the country’s commitments to multilateralism,
regional and international cooperation 1s also tested and
proven that Myanmar abides by agreed principles even in
the toughest situation when some principles are ignored by
some other countries in the UN and ASEAN. The MMinistry
has been redoubling its efforts to turn this resilience to
greater strength.

Itisimportant to learn from the country’s history that soft
skills of statesmen made possible to stand 1n unity, 1n dignaty
and at peace even at the ttime when its physical strength
was incomparable to 1ts three neighboring mighty Empires.
MOFA and Myanmar Diplomats today will be continuing to
strive for overcoming current day’s challenges of complex
nature, geopolitical situation, transnational crimes, climate
change, disruptive technology etc. through strengthened
cooperation in bilateral, regional and international contexts.

Taking the opportunity of 77® Anniversary of MOFA,
this article pays tributes to the exemplary works of My-
anmar diplomats under successive administrations. It also
calls new generation Myanmar diplomats to take bolder
steps in fulfilling the country’s Foreign Policy objectives
for greater peace, progress and stronger image of Myanmar
by making use of diplomatic tools made available by the
new technology, innovation, creativity and renewed vigor
of seasoned diplomats as well as that of the new generation

diplomats. LOFA

of innocent people.

PubliciNotice o Eliminationf oftViolence

1 Declarning themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CEPH, HUG and PDF terrornist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2 Mot encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH"”, "NUG", and “PDF" terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is
to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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AA terrorists intentionally commit war crimes by firing
heavy weapons at residential quarters, villages in Sittway

Nay Pyi Taw March 16

As the AA terronsts in-
tentionally fired heavy weap-
ons from Ponnagyun, heavy
weapon shells fell and ex-
ploded near a house 1n Sety-
onsu-2 in Konbaung Ward,
seriously injuring a man and
a woman. Authorities sent
them to a 500-bed hospital for
emergency treatiments.

AL terronsts have been
frequently dropping bombs
and firing heavy weapons
at busy places in wards and
villages 1n Sittway with the
aim of affecting the socio-eco-
nomic life, causing concerns
and 1nstabilities among the
residents of Sittway and they
brutally fired heavy weapons
13 times at villages in Sittway
Station on 28 February, My-
oma Market, locally known
as the Korean Port Market,
at about 8 am on 29 Febru-
ary, Kathe Ward in Sittway at
about 10.10 pm on 9 March,
No 7 Basic Education High
“chool 1n Padalake Village
in Sittway at 12.15 pm on 11
March, the school in Shwe Py1
Thar Village in Sittway Town-
ship at 9 30 am on 13 March
and at residential quarters in
=etyonsu (2) Konbaung Ward.

Due to terrorist heavy
weapon attacks of the AA on
towns and villages, 18 local
residents including a 12-year
old childwere kalled and other
47 people including two stu-
dents who were sitting for the
matriculation examinations
were injured and damaged
schools, houses and depart-

mental buildings.

Despite claims of the in-
terests of Rakhine State, AA

terrorists, who are carrying

F—

I'Aniﬁ] ured ;woman receivin
.'-'L-:_-I—-:'-:“ -

out sabotage acts, are inten-
tionally firing heavy weapons
at, launching offensives in,
targeting students and educa-
tion facilities in towns and
villages, which are otherwise
stable and peaceful. There-
fore, attacking schools and
residential quarters which are
notmilitary targets amountsto
committing war crimes under
the Geneva Convention andis
completely unacceptable and

strongly condemned. 100

Authorities organize informative
lecture for factory employees on
social security benetfits

Mandalay March 16

An awareness lecture
will be held from the third
week of this month to inform
workers of factories and
workplaces in three town-
ships 1n Mandalay Eegion
about their social secunty
benefits, according to the
Office of the Department of
Social Welfare for Mandalay
ERegion.

Educational lectures will
be given to the workers of

these workplaces to make

them more aware of social
security benefits and insur-
ance systems. The townships
that will be done are Pyigy-
1dagun, Aungmyethazan and
Chanayethazan which are
connected by the township
social security offices and
the regional in charge, the
district in charge and the
township heads will jointly
hold awareness talks, said
U Than Naing QOo, dep-
uty director of the Office
of the Department of So-

cial Welfare for Mandalay
Pegion.

The Social Welfare Of-
fice 1s implementing three
insurance systems: the
health and social care insur-
ance system, the family sup-
port insurance system and
the workplace injury benefit
insurance system will be
lectured at the workplaces so
that workers can understand
more about them and get
benefits.

185

Authorities roll out comprehen-
sive fire prevention measures and
awareness initiatives across
Mandalay Region

Mandalay March 16

Fire prevention plans
have been drawn up in the
townships and the districts
within Mandalay region and
awareness activities are being
carried out since the open
season has arrived, sad U
Zaw Win Tun, director of the
Office of the head of Myan-
mar Fire Services Depart-
ment for Mandalay Region.

This year, designing and

inspecting practical plans for
fire safety and fire damage
reduction 1n townships and
districts within the region and
they are making speedy ac-
tivities for warnings, lobbies,
demonstrations, continuous
training and public awareness
activities according to the
respective townships, wards
and villages.

Since the open season has

already arnved, inspections

are being carried out for fire
prevention in cooperation
with the public. Inspections
and warnings educational
activities are being carried
out in state-owned factories,
private factories, homes and
businesses that are prone to
fire such as filling stations
and CNG gas stations by
the respective auxiliary fire
services departments, and

185

governing bodies.

Iraq's ban on PKK marks pivotal moment in its ties with Turkiye

Ankara March 16

For the first ttme, Tir-
kive and Iraq have decided
to jointly act against the
Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK), a move that signals

an alignment of the two
neighbors' stances on the
15sue after years of tension,
experts said.

The Iragq National Secu-
rity Council has officially

banned the PKEK, which has
been engaged in an armed
campaign against Turkish
forces for Kurdish self-rule
inside Turkiye since the

early 1980s, according to

a statement released after a
high-level security meeting
between the two countries
held 1n Baghdad on Thurs-
day.

During the meeting, at-

tended by Turkish Foreign
MMinister Hakan Fidan, De-
fense Minister Yasar Guler,
Ibrahim Kalin, the head of
Turkiye's Mational Intel-

ligence Organization, and

sentor Iraq officials, discus-
stons centered on measures
against the PKK, which
Baghdad claims poses a
security threat to Irag and
Tuarkiye. Kinhua
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