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Defence spending by Nato countries in

Europe as % of GDP
M 3° and above
M 2% - 2.99%
B 1% - 1.29%
Less than 1%
EU but not in Nato
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Wheat from Shan State in high
trading in Mandalay market

Mandalay April 4

U Set Maung Swe, sec-

retary of Brokers, Merchants

and Millers Maha Kahtein-
daw Association (Mandalay
Commodity Depot), said that

Newly-harvested wheat

from Shan State flows into

: Mandalay market Such kind

of wheat will be booming in
Mandalay market

“Demands are rising to pur-
chase newly-harvested wheat
in Mandalay market. Hence,
merchants from Taunggyr and
Mandalay as well as other cities

demand wheat in the domestic

- market,” he continned.

On 28 March, new wheat

“' from Shan state fetched

wheat produced from Shan
State are active in tracing of

Mandalay market

K152,000 per 60-viss bagin
the Mandalay market.
Merchants from all parts
of the nation demand wheat
from Shan State. As such,
wheat trading 1s booming 1n

Mandalay market. 184

More than 7,000 acres of summer
paddy cultivated in Mawlaik

Mawlaik April 4

According to the sta-
tistics of Mawlaik District
Agriculture Department,
a total of 7,897 acres of
farmlands have been placed
under summer paddy in the
district of Sagaing Begion.

Local people started cul-
tivation of summer paddy
on 7,897 acres in February
this year against the target
of 9,100 acres in 2023-24
financial year

“This year's target cul-
tivation 15 more than 9,000
acres of summer paddy. So
far, local farmers have cul-
tivated over 7,000 acres of

District this summer

paddy. We are trying hard
to meet the target acres and
help local farmers use qual-
ity paddy strains and agrn-
cultural techniques,” said
Daw Kywe Kywe Hlaing,
Head of Mawlaik District
Agrniculture Department.

In Mawlaik District,
Mawlaik Township has
grown 1,689 acres of sum-
mer paddy and Phaungpyin
Township, 6,208 acres, to-
talling 7,897 acres. With
regard to earmarking the
cultivation, Mawlaik Town-
ship slated to grow 2,300
acres of summer paddy
and Phaungpyin Town-

ship, 6,800 acres, totalling
9.100.

Officials of relevant
township agriculture de-
partments provide technical
assistance for local farmers

to successfully grow mon-

soon crops and summer
paddy with the use of natoral
fertilizers.

Moreover, officials in-
spect paddy farms to be free
from pests and to have high

vield 206

Wu?-er?clti;‘:;i.ﬁ];ig summer paddy in a field.
e =] ! L

i =

Laos, Thailand
launch cross-border
OR payment
linkage

Vientiane April 4

Laos and Thailand
launched a cross-border QR
payment hinkage to facilitate
economic activities between
the two countries and bol-
ster trade, investment, and
tourism

The launching cerem ony
was held in northern Laos'
Luang Prabang province on
Wednesday, according to a
Thursday report by Laos'
central bank, the Bank of the
Lao PDE (ECL).

Speaking at the launch-
ing ceremony, Governor
of BOL Bounleua Sinxz-
ayvoraveng said the col-

laboration between Laos

and Thatland in the realm
of financial services is a
reflection of the shared wvi-
ston for regional integration,
economic development, and
prosperity.

"We reaffirm our com-
mitment to strengthening
ties and fostering mutual
growth as well as regional
growth," said Bounleua.

The introduction of
cross-border QF payment
represents a leap forward in
the realm of financial tech-
nology, promising greater
convenience, efficiency,
and security 1n cross-border
transactions

Xinhua

Cooperative Syndicate to disburse more
than K210 million loan to members
from five townships

Mandalay April 4

Township Cooperative
Syndicate decided to dis-
burse more than K210 mil-
lion lean to cooperative so-
ciety member farmers from
five townships of Mandalay
Region 1n 2024-2025 finan-
cial year to grow summer
paddy, said U Hlaing Moe,
assistant director of Man-
dalay Region Cooperative
Department

The loan will cover 271
farmers from 12 cooperative
societies from five townships
in order to grow 1,085 acres
of summer paddy in coming
financial year The loan 1s
set to disburse K200,000 per
acre to local farmers.

“Township cooperative
societies will 1ssue therr
own funds as loans to lo-
cal farmers from the basic
cooperative societies. It

will be a strong fund for
growing more than 1,000
acres of summer paddy.
But, they have to repay the
loan once every six months.
Disbursement of loan aims
to expand sown acreage of
summer paddy to reduce
higher prices of rice in the
domestic market. As such,
farmers need to efficiently
spend their loans on correct-
ly growing summer paddy.

Its interest rate 15 1.25 per
cent,” he explained.

The loas K216.172 mil-
lion will cover 271 farmers
from Patheingyi, Singaing,
Meiktila, Pyawbwe and Iy-
ittha townships of Mandalay
Eegion. The cooperative
syndicates have disbursed
K461 643 million of loans
to local farmers to grow
monsoon paddy.

185

Rafah drowning in
tears as Palestinians
bid farewell to loved

ones for

Gaza April 4

It should be a happy
day. Ghazal Bseiso was
finally able to leave Gaza,
the war-tern enclave Yet
the departure only tortures
the mother of four, who can
leave with only two of her
children.

At the Rafah border
crossing that separates Gaza
and Egypt, Bseiso couldn't
help but burst into tears as
she let go of the hand of her
daughter, who had to stay
behind

"I paid everything ...
to be able to flee the war,"
Bseiso told Xinhua while
trying to control her tears.
"I don't know why they

survival

prevented me from taking
all my children. We are
subjected to 1njustice all
the time ®

"How will my two young
children live without me,
and how will I bear being
away from them? What
sin have we committed to
be displaced in this trag-

ic way?"

exclaimed the
mother.

The 35-year-old mother
moved to Gaza from Egypt
after she married a Palestin-
1an man ten years ago. She
told Xinhua that her life had
been happy until everything
was shattered after the con-
flict broke out in Gaza in

Xinhua

October last year.
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10 districts of Mandalay Region complete
cultivation of more than 33,800 acres of

ddy p

? 'SUINIn er;pa n'
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Mandalay April 4

U Toe Min, Head of IMan-
dalay Eegion Agriculture
Department, said that more
than 33,800 acres of farm-
lands have been placed under
summer paddy in 10 districts
of Mandalay Eegion.

These districts ear-

summer paddy

IEF 4
lantatio

marked more than 88,200
acres of summer paddy
this year, and local farm-
ers have so far grown more
than 33,800 acres of summer
paddy. They used Manaw
Thukha, Shwethweyin and
GW 11 high yield paddy

strains.

of natural and chemical fer-
tilizers in their farms. They
operate their farmlands with
the use of irrigated water,
river water pumping facili-

| ties and underground water

! tapping process. Summer

j paddy fields will conclude

their cultivation process by

) Apnl” he explained

Farmers cultivated sum-

| mer paddy on 2,169 acres

of farmlands 1n Kyaukse

District, 2,124 acres 1n

I NyaunglU District, 1,155

acres 1n Tadal District,

Il 69 acres in Mahaaungmye

“QOur department arrang-
es availability of quality
strains of paddy for local
farmers to grow summer
paddy. Moreover, we ad-
vise them to properly grow
paddy 1n a systematic man-
ner. We help farmers apply

technology on combination

District, 556 acres in Merk-
tila District, 2,150 acres in
Myingvan District, 2,020
acres in Yamethin District,
8,083 acres in Thabeikkyin
District, 7,376 acres in Am-
arapura District, and 63,247
acres in Aungmyethazan
District. 185

and robbing.

~y

"NUG”,

general public.

PublicNotice

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CEPH, NUG and FDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2 Mot encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH",
and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 1s to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

More than 30,000 acres of o1l crops
harvested in Pwintbyu Township

Pwintbyu April 4

Daw Moe Moe Wai,
Head of Pwintbyu Township
Agriculture Deparment, said
that atotal of 33,851 acres of
oil crops have been harvest-
edin Pwintbyu Township of
Magway Region.

Pwintbyu Township
has earmarked cultivation
of 2,930 acres of ground-
nut, 6,500 acres of sesame,
12,805 acres of sunflower
and 121 acres of niger, total-
ling 22,356 acres in winter.
Practically, local farmers
cultivated 2,938 acres of
groundnut, 15,742 acres

of sesame, 15,050 acres of

sunflower and 121 acres of
niger, totalling 33,851.

“In harvesting winter oil
crops, groundnut yielded
54.05 baskets, sesame 8.25
baskets, sunflower 25.50

baskets andniger 10.70 bas- i‘
kets. Moreover, they could [

earn incomes from sale of
o1l crops Qur department
helps local farmers to apply
good agricultural practice
in order to expand sown
acre of o1l crops year after
year and provides neces-
sary agricultural techniques
to local farmers,” said Daw
Moe Moe War.

Township Agriculture

ey
Kﬁmﬂlﬁ%@i e 2

Department cooperates with

relevant township level de-
partments in helping lecal
farmers with agricultural
techniques for meeting the

target acre of oil crops,
use of quality strains and
GAP system, prevention
of pests.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)

Watermelon from Pantanaw Township
sent to Yangon market

Pantanaw April 4

Daw Su Su Hlaing,
owner of Pantanaw Town-
ship Agricultural Produce
Trading, said that a large
number of watermelon from
Pantanaw Township in Ay-
eyawady Eegion 1s shipped
to Yangon market.

Local farmers and busi-

nesspersons dispatched
235,000 pieces of water-
melon to Yangon market
in February, compared to
350,000 1n March wath the
high demand from Yangon
market.

“Mumber of watermelon
leading to Yangon market

15 not the same 1n days. So,

we have high demand from
Yangon for dispatching the
fruits due to lesser number
of fruits from other regions,
according to fruit depot own-
ers. We expect good prices
for watermelon till the end
of harvesting season,” said
Daw Su Su Hlaing.

Watermelon 15 mostly

grown in alluvial lands in
Pantanaw Township This
year, 104 local farmers from
14 villages in the township
grew one to five acres of
watermelon this year Wa-
termelon fetches K2 000
to K9,000 per fruit at the
market.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Onion produced
from Myittha
sees booming

trade in Mandalay
market

Mandalay April 4
Daw May Thae Swe,
owner of Aung onion and

potato brokerage 1n Manda-

‘| lay, said that cnion produced

i from Myittharegion is mar-

ketable in Mandalay market.
Starting from the last
week of March, onton from
Myittha flows into Mfan-
dalay market Meanwhile,
onion 15 11 high demand at
home and abroad.
“Myittha’s onion 15 oc-
cupying many market shares

in Mandalay market at pre-

sent. We see onion produced
from Myitthais in high trad-
ing,” she added

On 29 March, Myittha's
onion fetched K3,100 per
viss in Mandalay market.

“Onton from Myittha
as well as Taungtha and
Myingyan can be seen in
Mandalay market Of them,
Myittha's onion is in high
demand at present. The
onton from Myingyan and
Taungtha are in normal trad-

ing,” she continued.
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