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Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
attends Deepavali Celebration, one of the most
sublime Hindu traditional festivals

Nay Pyi Taw November 6

Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing attended
the Deepavali Celebration,
one of the most sublime
Hindu traditional festivals,
at Shn Maha Lazmi Temple
in Yankin Township, Yangon,
this evening.

Present were SAC Joint
Secretary Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo,
SAC member Jeng Phang
Naw Taung, Union ministers,
Yangon Eegion Chief Min-
ister U Soe Thein, Ambas-
sador of India to Myanmar
HE Mr Vinay Kumar and
wife, Ambassador of Rus-
stan Federation to Myanmar
HE Mr Listopadov Mikola
Alezandrovich, semor mili-
tary officers from the Office
of the Commander-in-Chief,

Yangon Command Com-

elivers;address at-the,eep avali/Celebration.
BM. [ i

m ander MMaj-Gen Nyunt Win
Swe and officials, Chairman
of Interfaith Friendship Or-
ganization (Central) T Sein
Than and officials, YMB A
Chairman U Ye Tun and
members, Secretary of All
Myanmar Hindu Central
Council Vice Chairman of
Interfaith Friendship Or-
ganization (Central) U Zaw
Zaw Naing and officials,
officials of Myanmar-India
International Entrepreneurs
Federation and traders, Hin-
dus of vartous races, Hindu
traditional cultural troupes
and invited guests

The Senior General and
party were welcomed by
Chairman of Deepaval: Cel-
ebration Organizing Com-
mittee U Zaw Zaw Naing and
officials. The Senior General
and party offered flowers,
water and lights to the Bud-

dhalmage under the Bo Tree
in the temple compound.
They made offenings to the
Statue of Shri Maha Laxmi
in accord with the Hindu
tradition.

Afterwards, respects
were pard in accord wath the
Hindu tradition. U Zaw Zaw
Naing honoured the Senior
General, the ambassadors
of India and Fussia with
garlands and silk cloths 1n
accord with Hindu tradition

The Senior General,
the Indian Ambassador to
Myanmar and wife, the
Fussian Federation Am-
bassader, Chairman of or-
ganizing committee U Zaw
Zaw Naing hit the o1l light to
mark the Deepavali festival
and posed for documentary
photo. Then, the chairman
explained the purpose of
holding the festival

Zpeaking on the occa-
sion, the Senior General
explained the purpose of his
attendance to the festival,
saying that Deepavali festi-
val is set on themoonless day

of Thadingyut in Myanmar
tradition, Deepavali festival
15 the noblest festival of

Hindus and 1t 1s a religious
festival as well as a national
festival The festival means

the victory of “Kalyana”

over “Kahna” to flounsh the

wisdom “Vijja” by discard-

? ingthe naughty “Avijja” and

the wictory of “Dhamma”
over “Addhamma”.

The word Deepaval1 13
combined with "Dipa" and
"Avali" in Pah
paying homage with light-
ings of o1l lights. In the back-
ground history, King Fama

It means

defeated B avana called Das-
sagiri and returned to the
Avyuddhaya Palace. From
then on, the king was wel-
comed by o1l lights on the
moenless night of Thadin-
gyut to start the Deepavali
festival.

It can be seen that the
lighting festivals of Myan-
mar Buddhists and Hindus
are cdifferent 1n backgrounds
but helding of lighting festi-
val 15 the same

Section 362 1n Chapter
VIIT of the 2008 Constitu-
tion of the Eepublic of the
Union of Myanmar stipulates
the Union also recognizes
Christianity, Islam, Hindu-
ism and Animism asthere-
ligions existing in the Union
at the day of the coming into
operation of this Constitu-

tion, and Section 363 men-
trons the Union may assist
and protect the religions
it recognizes to its utmost.

Assuch, the Sentor Gen-
eral continued to say that the
government provides neces-
sary assistance for holding
the religious ceremoemes of
four major religions in the
nation whereas the Head of
State and Union ministers
join the relevant ceremonies.
The Eepublic of the Union
of Myanmar allows all the
pecple to have relevantfaiths
in an independence manner.
It is a good tradition that as

the government has been
assisting 1n all major reli-
gions including Hinduism as
much as 1t can, all people in
relevant faiths can celebrate
the religious ceremonies with
essence

Likeminded people of
four major religions 1n My-
anmar were brought together
and the Interfaith Friendship
Organization was established
as a core on 31 January 2008
It 15 learnt that for ensunng
interfaith unity, four basic
principles were adopted such
as to reside together with
mutual respect, peace and
unity among people of dif-
ferent faiths, to help those
troubled by religious and
social conflicts and to seek
coordination and negotia-
tton in accord with the law if

any loss surfaces in relation
to religion Hindus are also
urged to continue to help and
cooperate with efforts forin-
terfaith friendship in accord
with these basic principles
May all the people liv-
ing in the REepublic of the
Union of Myanmar regard-
less of race or religion con-
tinue to serve the national
interests by upholding the
four cardinal wvirtues such
as metta, karuna, mudita
and uppekha and following
the teachings of their own
religions,
See Page 13
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Based on this auspicious occa-
ston, may they spreadlights of Dham -

ma out of humanity, compassion and

| tolerance. May they with a sense of

duty promote their efforts for build-
ingup amodern, developed country,
serving the interests of Myanmar and
achieving national prospenty.

The Indian ambassader ex-
pressed special thanks to the SAC
Chairman Pnime Minister and other
State level dignitaries for their
presence at the event and to all or-
ganizers of the event. He said My-
anmar and India share borders as
well as basically similar religions,
cultures and faiths The two gov-
ernments and peoples have good

relations that must be maintained

% and strengthened. The Russian

ambassador for his part said the
Deepavali festival 15 a crucial event
for Hindus, expressing his thanks
for being invited to attend it He
expressed his wish for peace and
tranquility of people of all faths
in Myanmar and India. He then
spoke in Myanmar language recit-
g a saying “Let the amity last
long and the hate die down” and
wishing for mental and physical
wellbeing of those 11 attendance
Then, missionary Sayadaw Dr Hla
Tun explained facts about Hindu-
ism and expressed greetings.
Later, the Senmior General and
those in attendance were presented
traditional Hindu dances After the
performance, the Senior General
presented a flower basket to the

100

cultural trouge

Regional development
tasks undertaken
in more than 100

villages to contribute
to Myeik district
tourism industry

Myeik November 6

The Ministry of Coopera-
tives and Rural Development
stated that more than 100
development projects are
being implemented in over
100 villages so astoimprove
tourism industry 1n Myeik
District 1n open season.

Myetk District Bural De-
velopment Department spent
KZ2,030.731 million on 118
rural development tasks in
115 villages of four town-
ships 1n Myeik Distnict.

The development under-
takings cover 115 willages
in Myeik, Kyunsu, Palaw
and Taninthay: townships of
Myeilk District as of the first
week of September this vear.

In so doing, K1,432.832
million was spent on devel-
opment tasks in 58 villages

fay
T

la-nim'"f.&" !
= "l_'_ﬁl.-a?!"‘ =

and K3597.9 million 1n 57
villages, totalling amounting
to KX2,030.732 million for
115 villages.

In this regard, 39 water
supply tasks, five agricul-
ture and rural manufacturing
roads, one bridge and 58 box
culverts were undertaken in
58 villages:

In 57 willages, 42 inter-
wvillage roads, one brnidge,
nine rural water supply tasks,
one power supply task, one
school fencing, one school
roofing, one KG school con-
struction, two infrastructure
buildings and other tasks,
totalling 60

Local people contributed
K279 million and budget
for the project K570 mallion,
totaled K697 9million for the
336

projects

Four sugar mills under construction for

Nay Pyi Taw November &

Four sugar mills are
being built with the aim
of 1ncreasing export vol-
ume of sugar to foreign
countries, accerding to
the Sugar and Sugarcane
Products Entrepreneurs

Association.

\

increasing export volume of sugar

duced.

The Chinese General
Trading Co from China
offered to purchase 30,000
to 50,000 tons of sugar,
molasses, white sugar and
brown sugar per year from
Myanmar and some 3,000
tons of these products on a
monthly basis.

More than 400,000
acres of land are placed
under sugarcane plantations
1in Myanmar to produce
400,000 to 500,000 tons
of sugar per year. If sugar
can be produced with the
increased volume at home,
import volume will be re-

During the three-year
pertodfrom 2023 to 2025, a
plan 1s underway to produce
1 million tons of sugar will
be produced.

As such, efforts are be-
ing made to build more
sugar mills so astoncrease
the export volume.

Currently, there are 23

- modern sugar mills, 129

medium and small scale
sugar mills, 63 distillery
factories using sugar as raw
materials, 58 soft drink,
biscuit and other snack fac-
tories in Myanmar. Hence,
more sugar mills are being
builtin Sagaing Region and
northern Shan State
Twonew sugar mills are
being built in Sagaing Fe-
gion and two more 1n Shan
State (Morth)
336

Mann Yadanabon Airlines to launch
Yangon-Mandalay-Myitkyina-Mandalay-
Yangon flight as of 1 November

Mandalay November &
Mann Yadanabon Air-

* [lines will launch the Yangon-

Mandalay -Myitkyina-IMan-
dalay-Yangon flight as of 1
MNovember, according to the
press release 1ssued by the
airlines on 29 October 2022

The airlines will run the
flight three ttmes a week,
on Tuesday, Thursday and
cunday. The flight schedules

will be released.

Flight tickets are aval-
able at travels and tour
agents and call center
05-404460006 and 09-
404460007 from 9 am to
530 pm.

Moreover, passengers
may buy the tickets online
MYP Chatbot m me/Man-
nYadanarPonAirlines and
www.airmyp.com through

MPT, VISA, Master and
2C2payment.

Passengers need to show
the vaccination certificates
within 14 days approved by
the MMinistry of Health.

Those whe have not re-
certved vaccinations need to
take EDT test from hospi-
tals, laboratory and clinics
within 48 hours and Cov-
id-19vaccination certificates

at the check-in counter.
The atrlines runs 1ts
flights to ¥Yangon, Heho,
Mandalay, Sittway,
Thandwe, Dawei, Tachilek
and Lashio on a daily basis.
Mann Yadanabon Airline
and Air Thanlwin airlines
run the flight for Yangon-
Dawe1 on Tuesday and Sat-

urday on a weekly basis

336
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