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LUKE image taken 8 sec before Close Approach

(about 3 minutes aftar impact)
Distance from LICIA to target: 76 km
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LUKE image taken 7 sec after Close Approach
(about’3 minutes after impact)
Distance from LICIA to target: 71 km

Credits: ASINASA
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lizes Against the Government by
The Diplomat.
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Farming of oyster slated to exceed target
production of pearl in 2022-23 FY

"An'aerial view of .oyster: farming.site-in

Nay Pyi Taw December 17
The MyanmaPearl Enter-
prise stated thatit will produce
pieces of pearl beyond the
target 1n farming oysters 1n
2022-23 fiscal year
Eleven pearl camps are

being jointly cperated by the

government and the private
sector and one more camp 1s
being operated by the gov-
ernment. All these camps are
located in Taninthayi Eegion.

These camps are targeted
to produce 699,500 mommes

400

of pearl in 2022-23 fiscal year.

Dunng the seven-month
period from Apnl to end-Oc-
tober 2022, these camps have
produced 7922,298 pieces
of pearl weighing 46,819.88
mommes.

=uch produce accounted

for 67 per cent against the

target, So, it 15 expected to
produce pearl beyond the
target.

At present, the enterprise
1s arranging the plans to pro-
duce better quality pieces of
pearl and improve the Myan-
mar’s pearl sector.

Private sector joins with
the government 1n hatch-

| ing oysters, nurturing oys-

ters and farming them to
produce pearl in Tanintayi
Eegion.

Oyster farming 15 a long
term beneficial for produc-
ers. Efforts are being made
to produce golden and silver
preces of pearl Experts are
also collecting the quality
strains of oysters and hatching
them, conducting Phytoplank-
ton Culture and collector for
production of the high quality
pieces of pearl 1n the long

336

term.

Pacifist Japan un-
veils biggest military
build-up since World

War Two

Tokyo December 17
Japan on Friday unveiled
its biggest military build-up
since World War Two with
a $320 billion plan that will
buy missiles capable of strik-
ing China and ready 1t for
sustained conflict, asregional
tensions and Russia's Ukraine
invasion stole war fears.
The sweeping, five-year
plan, once unthinkable 1n
pacifist JTapan, will make the
country the world's third-
biggest military spender after
the Umited States and China,
based on current budgets.
Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida, who descnbed Japan
and 1ts people as being at a

“turning point 1n history",

said the ramp-up was "my
answer to the vanous secunty
challenges that we face" His
government worries that Bus-
sia has set a precedent that
will encourage Chinato attack
Taiwan, threatening nearby
Japanese 1slands, disrupting
supplies of advanced semicon-
ductors and putting a potential
stranglehold on sea lanes
that supply Middle East oil.
“This 15 setting a new head-
ing for Japan. If appropriately
executed, the Self-Defense
Forces will be a real, world-

class effective force," said Yon
Koda, aformer Maritime Self
Defense Force admural, who
commandedthe Japanesefleet

in 2008. Eeuters

Myanmar companies invited to take
part in International Horticultural
Expo 2023

Yangon December 17

Myanmar companies
were 1nvited to showcase
agricultural produce at the
International Horticultural
Exzpo 2023 te be held in
Doha of Qatar 1n October
2023, said deputy director U
Htet Aung Lin of the Trade
Development Branch of
Myanmar Trade Promotion
Organization.

MTPO will take a booth
representing Myanmar to
showcase the products at the
International Horticultural

Expo 2023 to be held from
2 October 2023 to 28 March
2024

“Myanmar agricultural
companies have been invited
to join the International Hor-
ticultural Expo 2023. The
title of expo will be Green
Dessert, Better Environ-
ment. Global countries will
showcase products at the
expo under the different ti-
tles on modern agricultural
techniques, innovation, en-
vironmental awareness and

sustainable conservation,”

said the deputy director.
Myanmar companies are

invited to contact the Trade

Development Branch of
MTPO for taking part in the

EXPO. ASH

In COVID-hit

Beijing,

funeral

homes with sick
workers struggle to
keep up

Beijing December 17

Funeral homes across
China's COVID-hit capital
Beijing, a city of 22 million,
scrambled on Saturday to
keepup with calls for funeral
and cremation services as
workers and dnivers testing

positive for the novel coro-

j= ;. | navirus called in sick.

Hotel and lodge near Shwezigon Pagoda to
be leased in long term contract

Bagan December 17

The hotel and lodge own
by Shwezigon Pagoda Board
of Trustees will be rent 1n
long tern contract, according
tothe board on 14 December
2022

These are Khayay Lodge
near Shwezigon Pagoda in
NyaungU Township and
Aungmingala Hotel 1n the

southern part of the pagoda.

Khayay Lodge will be
rentunder the five-year con-
tract as of 1 January 2023
and Aungmingala Hotel
under the ten year contract.
Khayay Lodge 15 purposed
for local travellers.

Khayay Lodge can be
operated 1n addition to the
souvenir shop and fast food
shop. It will be rent through
competitive bidding system.

Those wishing to rent
the lodge may contact the
pagoda board of trustees not
later than 28 December

Likewise, businessper-
sons may contact the board
not later than 4 pm on 28
December for operating
Aungmingala Hotel.

Those applicants need to
pay K20 million as deposit
for auction of the lodge and

hotel.

The auctions for both
lodge and hotel will be held
atthe office of the Shwezigon
Pagoda Board of Trustees
at 1 pm on 29 December
2032

For further information
for disciplines of the auc-
tions, dial 09-2043548 and
061-2460825.

336

After declaning that the
Omicron strain has weak-
ened, and unprecedented
public protests against a
zero-COVID policy champi-
oned by President X1 Jinping,
China abruptly shifted its
COVID management proto-
cols more than a week ago.

Moving away from end-

less testing, lockdowns and
heavy travel restrictions,
China 1s realigning with a
world that has largely reo-
pened to live with COVID.
China has told its population
of 14 billion te nurse their
mild symptoms at home
unless symptoms become
severe, as cities across China
brace for their first waves of
infections.

In Beijing, which has yet
to report any COVID deaths
since the policies changed on
Dec. 7, sick workers have hat
the staffing of services from
restaurants and courter firms
to its roughly one dozen fu-

neral parlours. Reuters

Wn}'kers in prot utectwe mlts‘eqtranier alh nd}r‘m.
casket at, afun"ar al hum e; amld thMrnnavu usdisease =
e H..‘
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More than 770,000 tons of containers
handled from January to November 2022

Yangon December 17

The Ministry of Trans-
port and Communications
stated that more than 770,000
tons of containers were han-
dledin Myanmar trade sector
from January to November
2022 due to increasing the
maritime trade process.

The Myanma Port Au-

thority serves smooth pre-

cess of export and 1mport

measures to increase the
maritime trade of the country
and help businesspersons
timely distribute the im-
ported goods and domestic
products to the market.

The Ministry of Com-
merce, the Customs Depart-
ment and relevant depart-

ments and businesspersons

are jorning hand 1n conveni-
ent docking of international
container carriers at the in-
ternational ports of Yangon.

As such, number of
ocean-liners and cargo ships
dock the ports i1n Yangon.

A total of 483 container
ships carried 694,016 tons
of containers in 2021, com-

pared to 595 container ships

from January to November
of 2022

As such, MPA increased
handling of 776,727 tons of
containers within 11 months

Likewise, 315 cargo ships
docked atinternational ports
of Yangon in 2021, where the
MPA handled 4,206,942 tons
of cargos.

The MPA arranged
dredging of sandbanks 1n
the waterway of Yangon
Eaver for safely armval and
departure of international
ocean-liners to the interna-
tional ports of Yangon.

Currently, container car-
riers, fuel tankers and cargo
ships with 10 metres in depth
of draught and 30,000 tons of
weight can enter the water-
way to the international ports

of Yangon smoothly. 336

Maungtaw border trade camp handles

export of Myanmar freshwater
fish to Bangladesh

Sittway December 17

Myanmar freshwater fish
rohu weighing 5,195 2 tons
was exported to Bangladesh
through Maungtaw border
trade camp in the first half
of the 2022-23 fiscal year
from Aprlto September, said
general secretary U Aung
Aung of the Rakhine State
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry.

Sittway and Maungtaw
border trade camps handledthe
largestvolume of manne prod-
uctsto Bangladesh in 2022-23
fiscal year, accounting for 65
per cent and 35 per cent of
dried grocenies. Iost of them

were freshwater fish Rohu.
“Myanmar sent 5,155.2
tons of rohu te Bangladesh
through Maungtaw border
trade camp for meeting the

high demand, exceeding 14.6
tons in comparison with that
of the same period last fiscal
vear,” said U Aung Aung.

In exporting rohu to

e . .=-. ) 3 g -y
Rohu'fishitob tedito/B desh™
RSt b by Bl 020

Bangladesh, businessper-
sons collected such kind of
fish from Central Sanpya
Fish Market, Shwepadauk
fish market and other fish
markets 1n Yangon Fegion,

fish farms in Twantay Town-
ship. Then, these fish were

| transported from Yangon

to Sittway along Yangon-
Sittway road. The fish was
exported from Shwemingan
port of Sittway to Teknaf of

| Bangladesh by ship. Ioreo-

ver, the stocks were sent

* from Kanyinchaung border

. trade zone of Maungtaw

via oittway-Angumaw-

Maungtaw road. ASH

140,000 tons of rice
sent to Bangladesh till
12 December

Nay Pyi Taw December 17

Export of 140,000 tons
of rice to Bangladesh used
12 ships till 12 December,
according to the Myanmar
Fice Federation on 13 De-
cember.

Directorate General of
Food (Ministry of Food) of
Bangladesh and Myanmar
Rice Federation signed an
Mol on 8 September 2022
to send 200,000 tons of rice
with five per cent broken

o far, the federation has
sent 143,225 tons of rice to
Bangladesh by 19 ships tall
12 December 2022

A total of 48 nce com-
panies will export rice to
Bangladesh under the su-
pervision of the Myanmar

Rice Federation to meet the

demand of 200,000 tons of
rice from October 2022 to
2023,

Arrangements were
made to export 200,000 tons
of rice in three batches as of
early October 2022

The first batch of rice
was exported from 11 Oc-

January

tober to 7 November and
the second batch from 8
November to 15 December.

The third batch exporta-
tion will be carried out from
16 December 2022 to 31
January 2023

The export and 1mport
branch of Trade Department
155ued the export licence to
businesspersons to export
rice to Bangladesh. So far,
42 export licences have been

1ssuedto 41 companies 336

Myanmar exports clam to Thailand
through border trade route

Myeik December 17

Clam, one of the marine
products, 15 exported to
Thailand through border
trade route, said central ex-
ecutive committee member
U Tin Tun of Taninthay:
Eegion Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry

Local and foreign trav-

ellers visiting festivals in
Thailand 1n December this
year consume clams as sea-
food, so its demand 15 high
in Thai market.

“We regularly export
clam to Thailand in Decem-
ber getting good prices Ttis
sold at 35,000 per kilo 1n

the market. Clam becomes

growth within eight months
in the breeding farms. Farm-
ers do not need to spend
any cost for feedstuff but
get good price. Fresh and
alive clam gets good price
without need to test the
quality The manne product
1s restricted at less than 1

per cent of tariff for im-

port tax in Thailand,” sad
T Tin Tun.

Local farmers breed clam
in groups on a manageable
scale in Myeik Township
of Taninthay:t Begion Clam
gets K4,000 to K10,000 per
kilo 1n the domestic market
depending on size.

ASH

Agricultural ma-
chinery provided to
cooperative society

member farmers from
three smart villages

Mandalay December 17

MNecessary agricultoral
machinery were provided to
farmers who are members of
cooperative societies in three
smart villages of three town-
shipsin Mandalay Eegion for
their convenience in farming
works, said assistant director
U Hlaing Moe of Mandalay
Eegion Cooperative Depart-
ment.

The department delivered
seven Daedong machines o
farmers of cooperative socie-
ties to grow crops in time.

“Agncultural machinery
were provided to farmers to
transform the manual farm-
ing to the mechanized one
with the State fund. The State
fund centributed 50 per cent

of value for the machinery
and farmers, 50 per cent in
cash down system this fiscal
year Remainming 13 items of
machinery were also deliv-
ered to them so that farmers
cultivate crops in time for
improvement of their socio-
economic life,” sad the as-
sistant director

Smart villages are be-
ing established in Nanda-
myaung Village in Patheingyi
Township, Pyukan Village in
TadaU Township and East
Ywathit Village in Ngazun
Township this fiscal year
Two Daedong agricultural
machinery were delivered to
Patheingy1 Township, three
to TadalU Township and two
185

to Ngazun Township.
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