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First anniversary of the Mandalay Earthquake marked;
Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Chairman of the State Security and Peace Commission Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing delivers address and presents honor-
ary medals to internal and external organizations in recognition
of their participation in earthquake response undertakings

I‘;J § e > - ]
ll Senior General Min Aung Hlaing Visitsfanlexhibitionibooth. ITwg v,

Nay Pyi Taw March 28

A ceremony to mark the first
anniversary of the Mandalay Earth-
quake was held at MICC-1 here
this afternoon, addressed by Acting
President of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar Chairman of
the State Security and Peace Com-
mission Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing, who presented honorary
medals to internal and external
organizations in recognition of
their participation in earthquake
response undertakings.

Also present at the ceremony
were SSPC Vice Chairman Vice-
Senior General Soe Win, SSPC
member Prime Minister U Nyo
Saw, Executive Chief U Aung Lin
Dway, SSPC Secretary General Ye

Win Oo, SSPC members, union |

level dignitaries and union minis-

ters, senior military officers from £
Office of Commander-in-Chief, |
the Nay Pyi Taw Command com- £

mander, deputy ministers, ambas-
sadors, representatives and military
attaches of the countries/organiza-
tions that took part in providing
search and rescue operations,
healthcare and aids amidst the
loss and destruction caused by the
earthquake, officials of Tatmadaw,
Myanmar Police Force, fire ser-
vices, and developer organizations
that took part in earth response
undertakings, departmental person-

nel, ministry officials, officials of
UN and INGOs, well-wishers who
made donations for search and res-
cue operations and reconstruction
and rehabilitation activities.

First, a one-minute silence was
observed in recognition and sympa-
thy and as a show of paying tribute

b

t

of those who lost lives and property

- .
.'\' |
|

during the massive magnitude 7.7
earthquake that jolted Mandalay a
year ago on 28 March 2025, as well
as to highlight ongoing rehabilita-
tion activities.

A total of 3,818 persons died
across ten regions and states;

Senior. General Min Aung Hlaing presents.an . honorary medal

fin sesagritfon off paridpadion in cwdhymale KEpons oparmEun,

with a bow for the loss of life and

property caused by the massive
Mandalay earthquake that jolted
on 28 March 2025.

In his address, the Senior Gen-
eral stated that the ceremony was
held to commemorate the sorrows

five went missing, 5,014 were
wounded, and 162,563 households
(or 424,063 persons) were affected.
Additionally, 279,111 people were
temporarily displaced, with total
losses exceeding Ks 7,979 billion.
The earthquake serves as a hard-

earned lesson for Myanmar, as the
state faced immense losses, and the
social and economic suffering of in-
dividuals and families was severe.

The Senior General noted that
soon after the quake struck, he
surveyed the affected areas and wit-
nessed a great deal of destruction.
In this regard, a state of emergency
was declared immediately in the
earthquake-hit areas of Sagaing Re-
gion, Mandalay Region, Magway
Region, Shan State, Nay Pyi Taw
Council Area, and Bago Region,
while search, rescue, and relief aid
were invited from both internal and
external sources.

Consequently, humanitarian
assistance from domestic and in-
ternational donors arrived continu-
ously by sea, land, and air. A total of
2,661.321 tons of aid arrived from
the People’s Republic of China,
the Russian Federation, India, Be-
larus, Bangladesh, Brazil, Brunei,
Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Malaysia,
Nepal, Pakistan, organizations in
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
the UAE, Venezuela, Vietnam, and
associations such as the AHA Cen-

were also systematically distrib-
uted. A total of 1,935 rescuers
and 845 healthcare professionals
and physicians from 25 coun-
tries worked in the affected areas.
Alongside international teams,
members of the Myanmar Fire
Services Department, the Myan-
mar Police Force, the Tatmadaw,
Red Cross members, and social
organizations carried out energetic
and daring operations, saving the
lives of 653 people trapped inside
collapsed buildings.

The loving-kindness, goodwill,
courage, unity, and perseverance
demonstrated by the people during
relief operations stand as the coun-
try's greatest and most honorable
national assets. The Senior General
expressed his pride in those who
showed courage and endurance to
survive amidst life-threatening con-
ditions. On behalf of the State and
the survivors, he thanked the inter-
national teams and local personnel
for conducting rescue operations at
the risk of their own lives.

The Disaster Management
Centre (DMC) was opened on the

Senior, General Min Aung,Hlaing.presents.an;honorary: medal

tre. The government dispatched all
aid to the affected areas in a timely

manner.

Prefabricated offices and hous-
es, fuel for response activities,
emergency surgical theaters, and
medicines donated by the PRC

Jintrecoonitionofparticipationtimlearthquakelresponseloperationsy

evening of 28 March and has been
carrying out emergency response
and rehabilitation activities day and
night with full effort. The State has
prioritized the rescue of trapped
persons, the provision of shelter
before the monsoon, See Page 13
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the fulfillment of basic
needs, and the restoration
of communication, electric-
ity, water, and healthcare
services.

He stated that the state
provided support to the fami-
lies of those deceased in
the Mandalay earthquake
at a rate of Ks-1 million per
person, while also providing
over Ks-1,600 billion in cash
and construction materials
for the injured and for dam-
aged public housing. Addi-
tionally, over Ks-3,421.957
billion was provided from
the National Disaster Man-
agement Fund for the reno-
vation and reconstruction of
religious buildings, govern-
ment offices, staff housing,
education and health infra-
structure, and religious and
cultural heritage sites.

He also stated that the
state is implementing short-
term and long-term plans for
rehabilitation tasks, prioritiz-
ing recovery efforts that re-
sult in better conditions than
before and ensuring that no
one is left behind. Accord-
ingly, a guiding foundation
was established to operate
based on three strategic pil-
lars: humanitarian assistance
and social protection, the
reconstruction of infrastruc-
ture, and the revitalization of
the economy along with re-
silient and inclusive reforms.

Meanwhile, a review
and discussion forum on the
recovery and rehabilitation
of the Myanmar economy

following the earthquake
was held. The forum identi-
fied and discussed methods
and opportunities to help
businesses impacted by the
major Mandalay earthquake
recover and revitalize.

Regarding reconstruc-
tion efforts, investigations
revealed that most fatalities
caused by the earthquake
resulted from the collapse of
buildings that did not comply
with engineering specifi-
cations and construction
regulations. Consequently,
policies have been estab-
lished to ensure that future
buildings are constructed to
withstand up to a magnitude
8 earthquake. It is necessary
to strictly follow these poli-
cies to ensure that buildings,
roads, and bridges are better
than the original structures
and to develop cities that
are even more advanced than
they are today.

He added that to create
and build a country that is
safe and secure from future
disasters, it is essential to
learn from past losses and
ensure that the construc-
tion of buildings, roads, and
bridges meets prescribed
standards, including Build-
ing Codes. Therefore, he
urged all stakeholders in-
volved in the nation's con-
struction sector—including
relevant departments, private
sector engineers and archi-
tects, investment develop-
ers, and manufacturers and
distributors of construction
materials—to create and

build infrastructure that is
safe and secure for the citi-
zens in the future.

He stated that the state
is implementing earthquake
rehabilitation efforts sector
by sector. To date, approxi-
mately 84 percent of these
tasks across various sectors
have been completed, and
work is continuing with
momentum. He expressed
his belief that the incoming
government, which will soon
take over state responsibili-
ties, will be able to maintain
this momentum in continu-
ing the ongoing earthquake
rehabilitation projects.

Also, he stated that My-
anmar ranks 6th according to
the World Risk Index 2025,
which calculates global risk
and vulnerability based on
environmental degradation,
climate change, and the
adaptive capacity of various
sectors including economic
and social areas. He noted
that looking at these factors,
it is important to recognize
the urgent need to effectively
integrate disaster manage-
ment tasks into every sector
and urged everyone to strict-
ly follow these measures.

He then stated that dur-
ing the five-year term of the
military government, the
country faced the global
COVID-19 pandemic in
2020, Cyclone Mocha in
2023, Typhoon Yagi in 2024,
and the Mandalay earth-
quake in 2025. These natural
disasters not only caused loss
of life and property among

the public but also hindered
the nation's development.

He noted that although
the extremely powerful
Mandalay earthquake caused
physical and psychological
damage and significantly
impacted the nation's de-
velopment path, the strong
spirit, resilience, and unity
of the Myanmar people al-
lowed these difficulties and
obstacles to be overcome
to a successful extent. He
firmly stated his belief that
reconstruction efforts will
continue to reach a state
even better than the original
conditions.

As the saying goes, a
good beginning makes a
good ending, it is neces-
sary to proactively carry
out tasks for natural disaster
risk reduction effectively
from the beginning. Only
then, can the cost for natu-
ral disaster rehabilitation
tasks be reduced by seven
folds, according to experts.
Therefore, it is essential to
take disaster resilience and
sustainability into consid-
eration in future national
development processes
without fail.

In doing so, the strength
of the government alone
will not be sufficient and
success can be achieved
only through collective co-
operation. Therefore, the
people are urged to join
hands with the government
to overcome hardships by
upholding the same will as
the resilience they nurtured

through the spirit of "We are
stronger, We are together," to
overcome various hardships
during natural disasters, at
the journey to open a new
page for the future country.
Then, the Senior General
urged all to build a resilient,
sustainable and developed
country by encountering var-
ious dangers and hardships
including natural disasters
in the future through unity
and cooperation and prayed
for all earthquake victims
including monks and layper-
sons freedom from various
disasters for the country and
the health and happiness of
the entire national peoples.
Then, honorary medals
were conferred on local and
foreign disaster response
teams during the earthquake
and the Senior General pre-
sented honorary medals for
Tatmadaw personnel who
participated in disaster re-
sponse operations to a senior
military officer, for Chinese
disaster response teams to
the Chinese Ambassador to
Myanmar, for Russian dis-
aster response teams to the
Ambassador of the Russian
Federation to Myanmar and
for Indian disaster response
teams to the Indian Ambas-
sador to Myanmar.
Afterward, Vice-Senior
General Soe Win presented
honorary medals for Ne-
pal disaster response teams
to the Nepal Ambassador
to Myanmar, for Brazilian
disaster response teams to
the Brazilian Ambassador

to Myanmar, for UAE dis-
aster response teams to the
UAE Ambassador to My-
anmar and for Sri Lankan
disaster response teams to
the Ambassador of the Sri
Lanka Democratic Socialist
Republic.

Afterward, member of
the commission Prime Min-
ister U Nyo Saw, Executive
Chief U Aung Lin Dway,
secretary of the commission
General Ye Win Oo and
member of the commission
Union Minister for Defence
General Maung Maung Aye
presented honorary medals
for relief teams from various
countries that participated
in the relief efforts to rel-
evant ambassadors, charge
de affaires and military at-
taches and for the Myanmar
Police Force, the Myan-
mar Earthquake Committee,
the Myanmar Engineering
Council, the Fire Services
Department, the Myanmar
Engineering Society and
Myanmar Geosciences
Association.

Then, the Senior General
and attendees watched the
documentary video clip for
the first anniversary of the
earthquake.

Afterward, the Senior
General cordially greeted the
attendees.

After the ceremony, the
Senior General and attendees
observed the documentary
photographs for earthquake
response efforts and exhibi-
tion booths of ministries.

100

Turkish FM urges restraint on Middle East conflict

Istanbul March 28

Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan on Saturday
called for maximum restraint
over the conflict in the Mid-
dle East, warning that fur-
ther escalation could trigger
serious and lasting damage
across the region.

Speaking at the Interna-

tional Strategic Communi-
cation Summit in Istanbul,
Fidan said the ongoing ten-
sions risk worsening divi-
sions and affecting countries
with closely linked histories.

He stressed that the con-
sequences would go beyond
immediate destruction, cre-
ating long-term social and

psychological impacts.

"This conflict could
seriously deepen existing
wounds and impact not only
cities but also people's hearts
and minds," he said.

Fidan warned that pro-
longed escalation could drag
the wider region into insta-
bility, adding that similar

scenarios had previously
been avoided through dip-
lomatic efforts.

Reiterating Tiirkiye's op-
position to further military
escalation, Fidan called on
all sides to exercise restraint
and return to dialogue.

Tirkiye will continue
diplomatic contacts to pre-

vent the conflict from ex-
panding, he added.

The two-day summit,
organized by the Turkish
Presidency, concludes on
Saturday. It brings together
leaders, ministers and ex-
perts from more than 30
countries, allowing policy-
makers to exchange perspec-

tives and explore diplomatic
solutions.

Tensions remain high
following joint U.S.-Israeli
strikes on Iran starting on
Feb. 28, to which Iran and
its regional allies responded
with attacks on Israeli and
U.S. interests across the
Middle East. Xinhua

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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- Japan deploys upgraded Type-12

missiles, spiking China Tension by

Asia Times.
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